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Real soap: Mom x s Erap on Sona: 
2 + fee ^ BE = Politics, 


not policy 

By CARLITO PABLO “SHE DID not give us 
IT'S the stuff soap operas are made of. But this E | : ... policy but politics,” 
one was for real. detained ex-President 

A 30-year-old widow was reunited with Joseph Estrada com- 
her 2-year-old son eight months after he mented on the State of 
was kidnapped from their house in Quezon the Nation Address. 
City. (Sona) of his successor, 

The agonizing search of Florida Santos, a " e d President Macapagal- 
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g| Gloria: 
: [know my 
arithmetic 


By JULIET L. JAVELLANA 


"I KNOW my artistic" Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo yesterday 
said, defending her program to cre- 
ate a million jobs and to provide 
education, housing and food to Fili- 
pinos from criticisms that the gov- 
P eaa se ame 
‘The President said all the pro- 
grams that she outlined in her first 
State of the Nation Address (Sona) 
DEADLY SERENITY Sre maro si Rdp, d 
Worstesse scenario, warn geologist Dr. Kelvin Rodolfo on Sayings Lan oe Goin 
Tuesday is that due to the heavy rainfall, the crater of ML. I do my arithmetic before 1 speak,” 
Pinatubo (at left) could overflow with 300 million cubic meters of ste Ed fu An Interview aired aver 
tahar and endanger the 46,000 residents in Botolan, ape 


“To those who are aski 
Zambales.(Story on Page 43) Secus quo get he money. a ready 


ROMYHOMILADA to enumerate the sources. For ex- 
GLORIA/ A14 


Peso, stocks tumble 


Indonesia stole thunder Opposition 


: ' trains guns 
from RP, say analysts Fe. « ; on Mike A 
By Doris C. DUMLAO. 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo's State of the Nation poire 
Address was good, but the change of power in Indonesia AND DELFIN T. MALLARI 
excited foreign investors more. PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
This was the explanation of some brokers as to why local OPPOSITION senators are hot on 
stocks and the peso continued their slump on Tuesday, a E: the trail of allegations that Mr. Mike 
day after the President's upbeat speech. > Arroyo pocketed a P50-million 
‘The Philippine Stock Exchange The ouster of Abdurrahman z beia atelecomminications fran 
main index yesterday shed another Wahid and the rise of Megawati á z chise deal, 
5.81 points, slipping past the cru-  Sukamoputr diverted the attention So it President Macapagal Ar, 
cial 1,370 support level to close at of foreign investors from Ms 1 Mg. coro Sis Wns the dup. 
a nine-month low of 1,369.02. Macapagal’s speech to the change ji Sa e Ee 
The peso likewise edged down of power in Indonesia | it was "okay" for the Senate to in- 
1053.55 against the US dollar,down “Foreign funds were shifted from! 3 1 VEDIOR os IC War HG E 
from 53.40 on Monday, pressured the Philippines to Indonesia . . 3 Ia vins riae 
by lingering domestic concerns and which has a bigger market capitali- : AR ther ihe deua. mars 
the weakness of regional curen- zation,” Sta. Ana said. pushes vh 
: io interview yesterday, she said 
cies. According to him, foreign that her husband never lobbied to 
Enrique Sta. Ana, sales director money was also shifted from else- all the franchise bill which she 
of thé foreign brokerage house where in the region to the Philip- tied vetoed. > 
Vickers Ballas Securities, explained pines in January when Edsa People Tua press briefing, Sen. Edgardo 
it was "simply a case of bad im- Power If toppled President Joseph ‘Angara, head of the Laban ng 
LM NER, Ti and Ms Macapagal took Demokratikong Pilipino, said they 
: ses over will a Mr. Arroyo on the 
But we were already near the sup- Value turnover at the local ex- Guy thane meee be 
port level, volume waslowand there change remained at a low of P451 Victoria "Bing" Rodrigo, former 
‘was a positive development in Indo million. Analysts also noted for- ike Arroyo union: Wife wants him investigated but at the same time comes to his defense. correspondence secretary lo Presi- 
nesin,” Sta. Ana said. PESO AIS VALHANDUMON ‘OPPOSITION/ AIS 


Wahid refuses to leave Palace ^ aN 
sen ee queues: meses, One vote 


President Megawati's first donesian President Megawati unanimously to sack Wahid and 
full day in office, her Sukarnoputri began her first fullday elect Megawati, the 54-year-old 9 9 
portrait goes up the wallof — P in office Tuesday. But the presi- daughter of Indonesia's founding n ou Yr ut 
a government office in z dential palace is stili occupied by president, Sukarno. 
Indonesia; dana comet 3 Abdurrahman Wahid, the ousted Wahid had repeatedly warned 
Marks, A leader who's refusing to leave. that his ouster would trigger vio- 
Major Indonesian cities, includ- lent protests and the immediate se- BY ARMAND N. NOCUM generato de ruling hauut 
ing the capital of Jakarta, were calm cession of six restive provinces, but AND ROCKY NAZARENO ed aeris a EN Notes. 
lay and the nation: y th a vi his rivals 17. 
ied te dee E es dir teen any major THEADMINISTRATION'SPeople  OsmeDn considers 18 voles a 
change in leadership in the world’s public jubilation for Megawati, who Power Coalition (PPC) is wooing “comfortable level” of support for 
fourth most populous country.  — served as Wahid's vice president Minority senators with offers of Drilon : "n 
“We have high hopes for andis considered Indonesia'smost cheltmanship of committees to — "We continue to exert ffors to 
Megawati” said Sugeng Sugito, a popular politician because of her "tesis Noldof ihe chan. Mons, id our maior 
piter c uml antral party's first place mco the minority,” said independent Sen, ^ Opposition Sen. Vicente Sotto 
a John Osmeña, one of those who said some of his colleagues were 
m Provided the “swing vote" thaten- considering accepting the commi 
Gloria con ratulates abled Franklin Drilon to win the tees from the majority bloc, But he 
Senate presidency. said "we don't accept crumbs.” 
s Osmeña admitted that the admin- Administration senators held a 
new Indon resident istration bloc was walking on shaky caucus yesterday and began appor- 
p ground with its slim majority of 13 tioning the 37 committees in the 
in the 24-member chamber. Senate. 
PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo rupted an early afternoon Cabinet “We are living from day today. They agreed to give Sen. Juan 
yesterday joined world leaders in meeting to hold a five-minute chat One vote and you're out" he said Flavier the health committee; Sen. 
congratulating new Indonesian with Megawati over a mobile tele- of the possibility of a coup from Renato Cayetano, education; Sen. 
leader Megawati Sukarnoputri and phone. the Il-member minority bloc. , Francis Pangilinan, justice; Sen. 
expressed confidence in her ca-  “Ifirmly believe that under your Drilon won by just one vote, de. Ralph Recto, ways and means; 
pability to lead her country out of able guidance, Indonesia's success livered by Noli de Castro, an inder Ramon Revilla, public works; and 
a severe economic and political in surmounting the economic and pendent candidateand topnotcher of Sen. Manuel Villar, banking and 
crisis. political challenges ahead will be the May 14 senatorial election. Ip agriculture. 
Aides said Ms Macapagal inter- GLORIA/ AS contrast, Jose de Venecia, secretary ONE/ A14 
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Cabinet seeks P750-B budget 


By JULIET L. JAVELLANA 


THE MACAPAGAL Cabinet 
yesterday finalized a proposal 
for a P780.8 billion national 
budget for next year. 

Budget Secretary Emilia 
Boncodin, in a statement, said the 
proposed budget, dubbed the “anti- 
poverty budget,” for next year 
would be the “main instrument the 
President will wield in realizing the 
development targets in her State of 
the Nation Address” on Monday. 

‘She said the P780.8 billion budget 
was a “realistic estimate of resources 
and the desired macro-economic en- 
vironment for next year.” 

Boncodin said the budget pro- 
posal reflects continued support for 
the poverty-reduction and other pri- 
ority programs of Ms Macapagal. 
‘The anti-poverty budget focuses on 
the promotion of free enterprise, the 
creation of more jobs, enhancement 
of skills and promotion of invest- 
ments and infrastructure. 

She said the proposed 2002 
budget also puts the "social bias for 


ACHIEVE MEGA-SUCCESS! 


wei Study di 
DISCOUNT 
PACKAGES 


VERNON TAPALLAS 


COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALISTS 


the intensified programs on hous- 
ing, urban services and micro-credit.” 

Boncodin released the budget pro- 
posal at the end of the first Cabinet 
meeting yesterday after the Sona. The 
President was unable to submit the 
budget message to the 12th Congress 
during its opening on Monday. 

Boncodin said the proposed 2002 
general appropriations would be 
11.6 percent higher than the 2001 
budget of P699.9 billion 

Budget deficit 

Boncodin said the budget sup- 
ports the 3.3 percent growth target 
in Gross Domestic Product, scaled 
down from 4.3 percent; an inflation 
rate of 5 to 6 percent from 6 to 7 
percent this year; and interest rates 
between 10 to 11 percent from 11 
to 12 percent this year. 

She said the target budget deficit 
for next year is P130 billion or 10 
percent lower than the P145 billion 
expected budget deficit this year. 

‘She said that lowering the budget 
deficit was in line with Ms 
Macapagal's aim to achieve a bal- 
anced budget by 2006. 


“It also projects a realistic rev- 
‘enue target of P624.3 billion which 
already factors the scaled down rev- 
enue target this year,” the Depart- 
ment of Budget and Management 
said in a statement. 

In determining the budget allo- 
cation, Boncodin said the DBM 
adopted a “priority test” to check 
whether the project proposals of 
various departments and agencies 
are critical to the anti-poverty and 
other priority programs of the ad- 
ministration, 

Mandatory items 

“This was necessary given that 
the entire increase in the budget was 
eaten up by mandatory items such 
as the Internal Revenue Allotments 
(IRA) to local government units, 
net lending and personal services 
and interest payments," she said. 

She said this new classification 
was very different from the method 
used by previous administrations 
Which was based on. the "function 
of expenditure by agency." 

She said the budget allocations 
were grouped as follows: survival, 


P46 billion or 5.9 percent of the total 
budget; social protection and secu- 
rity, P84 billion or 10.8 percent; em- 
powerment and social equity, P215.8 
billion or 27.6 percent; national se- 
curity, P48.2 billion or 6.2 percent; 
general supervision and oversight, 
P392 billion or 5 percent; sharing of 
revenues to LGUs, P137.1 billion or 
17.6 percent; interest payments and 
related expenses, P2104 billion or 
26.9 percent. 
Education 

By departments, the top 10 
which will get the biggest alloca- 
tion in next year’s budget are: edu- 
cation, P102.8 billion; defense, 
P69.8; interior, P44.5 billion; pub- 
lic works, P42.9 billion; agricul- 
ture, including the Agriculture and 
Fisheries Modernization Act, P18.3 
billion; transportation, P13.3 bil- 
lion; health, P11.8 billion; judici- 
ary, P7.6 billion; environment, P6.8 
billion; and finance, P6.5 billion. 

She said the other programs with 
substantial funding are the Com- 
prehensive Agrarian Reform Pro- 
gram with P10.2 billion, including 


P4.6 billion for land acquisition; in- 
frastructure with P49.7 billion; the 
AFP modemization program with 
P10 billion and P6.4 billion for the 
PNP salary upgrading and retire- 
ment benefits. 

'Boncodin echoed the President's 
assurances that the goals she spelled 
‘out in her Sona would have the nec- 
essary funding, 


‘Doable’ 

“We triple-checked that these 
projects are doable because they 
have funds, if not in the 2001 
budget, then in the 2002 proposed 
budget,” she said. 

She said that not all projects the 
President identified would come 
from the national budget. 

She cited the P20 billion hous- 
ing budget which would come from 
the Pag-ibig, SSS and GSIS. 

“The strengthening of moral 
standards in governance and soci- 
ety which is another major national 
agenda under the Macapagal- 
Arroyo administration mandates 
support for programs on justice and 
law enforcement, national security 


MACAPAGAL:"Ant-povertybudget" 


and anti-corruption,” she said. 

Malacafiang will submit the 
proposed budget to Congress for 
approval. 


Jason, Jomar, Erwin: 
New faces of poverty 


By JULIET LABOG-JAVELLANA “They really wrote the letters and 
made the paper boats which they let sail 
on the Pasig River in the hope that they 
would reach Malacafiang. But they did 
not. I just read (about the letters) in the 
newspapers. And then I looked for the 
three kids,” she said, 

The President said it was Presiden- 
tial Spokesperson Rigoberto Tiglao who 
analyzed the letters of the Payatas kids. 

"Didn't you notice? Their wishes are. 
the very programs you have?" Tiglao 
told her. 

Thus, the three kids symbolize the 
need for jobs, education, housing and 
food which she vowed to help fulfil 
during her watch, Ms Macapagal said. 

The President said she found out that 
the three were part of a group of 30 
children and their families who were 
being cared for by a non-government 
organization. 

“All of them are going to be sup- 
ported by our government program be- 
cause we have a program of uplift in the 
slum areas,” she said. 

But the government's scarce re- 
sources will not be enough to help all 
those in need. Uplifting the lives of 
the poor who comprise 40 percent of 
the population will require an overall 
improvement in the economy, she 
said. 

"They (three kids) will (get their 
wish). But as I said, we will fight pov- 
‘erty within a decade. So, we are not 
going to solve all these problems in 2.5 
years, but we must start,” she said. 
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IT'S a dream come true for Jason, 
Jomar and Erwin—the new faces of 
Poverty in the country. 

Stung by criticism that presenting 
the three Payatas children during her 
first State of the Nation Address was 
like something out of show business, 
President Macapagal-Arroyo said yes- 
terday that the children were for real 
and that she meant to help them fulfill 
their dreams. 

“The child who wants land, his fam- 
ily will get it. The child who wants a 
job for his father, his family will get it. 
‘The child who wants to go to college, 
he will get it,” the President said in an 
interview with Tina Monzon-Palma on 
the “Talk Back” ANC program on 
Monday night. 

In her address at the opening of 
Congress, the President related how 
Jomar Pabalan, Jason Vann Banogan 
and Erwin Dolera had written down 
their wishes and placed them inside 
paper boats which they floated down 
the Pasig River. 

Pabalan, 10, wished for his father 
to get a permanent job; Banogan, 10, 
wanted to go to college; and Dolera, 
8, wished for the closing down of the 
Payatas dumpsite and for his family to 
obtain land. 

The President explained that the 
three boys’ letters had reached her 
not via the Pasig as they were meant 
to do. 
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Iglesia to mark 87th year sans fanfare Transport chief 
linked to Naia 3 
sub-contractor 


By TJ BURGONIO 


WHY is Transportation Secretary Pantaleon 
Alvarez fiercely defending the contract awarded to 
the Philippine Intemational Air Terminals Co. Inc 
(Piatco) to build and operate the $500-million 
Ninoy Aquino Intemational Airport terminal3? 

Alvarez and his wife Emelita A. Alvarez had a 
stake in a private developer, Wintrack Builders. 
Inc., which was awarded a sub-contract to do site 
development, including excavation works, at the 
Naia 3 toward the end of 1999, sources said. 

He himself admitted that they owned 30 percent 
of Wintrack but he said he divested himself of their 
shareholdings when he was appointed secretary of 
the Department of Transportation and Communica- 
tions by newly installed President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

“I'm not denying that 1 had shares in the com- 
pany. But when I was appointed secretary, I di- 
vested of my shares and sold these to our partners. 
The law prohibits us to have any interest (in any 
project), direct or indirect, so I had to sell my 
shares,” he said in an interview over dzBB. 

Alvarez said he saw no conflict of interest 
because he and his wife had sold their shares. 

Sources said that the Japanese firm, Takenaka 
Corp., had awarded Wintrack the sub-contract to 
do site development at the terminal at the end of 
1999. Takenaka, on the other hand, was earlier 
contracted by Piatco to construct the terminal 

Alvarez, who was assistant Naia manager 
from 1994 to 1995, himself confirmed this, say- 
ing that it was not Piatco but Takenaka that 
awarded the sub-contract to Wintrack. He de- 
nied he was part of the public bidding and award 
committee that awarded the contract to Piatco. 

Up to this time, Wintrack is still doing some 
works at the construction site inside Villamor 
Air Base in Pasay City. This was confirmed by 
Shinji Futo, construction manager of Takenaka's 
building department, 


THE IGLESIA ni Cristo will celebrate 
its 87th year anniversary on July 27 by 
holding special thanksgiving services in 
all its congregations around the world 
and by launching an intensive evange- 
lism campaign. 

Because of the present economic 
condition of the country, there will be 
no grand musical and cultural pro- 
grams at the Church's Central Office 
complex. 

Instead, INC members will celebrate 
the occasion by distributing religious 
pamphlets to non-members and by invit- 
ing everyone to attend the expositions of 
Biblical doctrines that will be held in all 
congregations around the world, accord- 


ing to INC spokesperson Bienvenido C. 
Santiago. 

Through a circular read in worship 
services Sunday, INC executive minis- 
ter Erano G. Manalo enjoined all mem- 
bers to participate in sharing their faith 
to others. 

Citing Matthew 5:14-16, he said to 
the brethren: “We should not hide our 
good works, just as we should not light a 
lamp and put it under a basket but in a 
place where it can give light, so that 
more people may glorify the Father in 
heaven.” 

‘A week earlier, on July 14, the INC 
Executive Minister also officiated the 
dedication service inaugurating the new 


house of worship of the locale of Pag- 
asa along Mindanao Avenue, Quezon 
City. The 800-seater edifice stands at 
a 2,000 sq. m. lot and has a total cost 
of over P50 million. 

The Iglesia ni Cristo was estab- 
lished in 1914 under the steward- 
ship of the late Brother Felix Y. 
Manalo at Punta, Sta. Ana, Manila. 
Over the years, it has succeeded in 
establishing congregations in differ- 
ent parts of the globe especially in 
the United States of America, 
Canada, Europe, Australia and even 
Africa. 

The INC has established congre- 
gations in more than 75 countries 
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Puwersa says Comelec 
verdict on Recto illegal 


BY GERALD LACUARTA 


THE OPPOSITION Puwersa ng 
Masa yesterday said the National 
Board of Canvassers resolution de- 
claring Senators Ralph Recto and 
Gregorio Honasan as the final 12th 
and 13th placers, respectively, in the. 
senatorial elections was illegal as it 
‘was not approved by a majority. 

Only three members of the 
seven-member Commission on 
Elections en banc—chair Alfredo 
Benipayo and Commissioners Rex 
Borra and Florentino Tuason, all 
appointees of President Macapagal- 
Arroyo—had passed the resolution, 
which was penned by Borra. 

Two commissioners, 
Luzviminda Tancangco and Rufino 
Javier, dissented while two other 
‘commissioners, Mehol Sadain and 


did not 
figures 


44413. 


By CHRISTIAN V. ESGUERRA 


MASSIVE lahar flow from Mt 
Pinatubo could sweep through Botolan 
town in Zambales this November 
which could endanger the lives of 
around 46,000 residents, the UK-based 
Oxfam aid organization warned yes- 
terday. 

In a worst-case scenario, 300 mil- 
lion cubic meters of lahar could flow 
out of ML Pinatubo's crater lake and 
kill many people similar to what hap- 
pened in Mindanao's Mt. Parker in 
1995, Oxfam geologist Dr. Kelvin 
Rodolfo said at a press conference yes- 
terday. 

“The situation is serious. I's 
real, We don't have much time, 
warned, 

In 1995, the crater of Mt, Parker in 
South Cotabato collapsed, releasing 


Ralph Lantion, were absent. 
“I dissented because it was hur- 
riedly done,” said Tancangco. “We 
ive the time to check the 


NBO Resolution No, 01-006 and 
the canvass report were actually re- 
ceived by the Senate secretary at 
around 8:43 a.m. yesterday: 

The canvass report showed Recto 
in 12th place with 10,498,940 votes 
and Honasan in 13th place with 
10,454,527, 


As 12th placer, Recto will serve a 
full six-year term while Honasan will 
serve out the three remaining years of 
Vice President Teofisto Guingona’s 
unfinished term. 

PnM counsel Rufus Rodriguez yes- 
terday said the resolution was void and 
illegal as it had not been approved by 
a majority of Comelec members as 


some 30 million cubic meters of water 
which killed at least 80 people. 

Botolan residents, Rodolfo warned, 
would have only several minutes to 
prepare once the projected massive 
Jahar flow from Mt. Pinatubo in No- 
vember reaches the Baquilan river. 

‘The river runs through Botolan and 
is connected with the Balin Baquero 
and Maraunot rivers that flow from 
Mt. Pinatubo. 

Rodolfo said the government and 
the town's residents should prepare for 
a possible massive lahar flow as he 
noted the steep rise of water in Mt. 
Pinatubo's crater lake. 

He and another geologist, Rosalito 
‘Alonso, conducted a study early this 
year on the rising lake water. 

Over the past 10 years s 
yolcano's 1991 eruption, Mt. Pinatubo 
has collected in its crater lake rain wa- 


the Constitution. 


present," Rodriguez said. 


or a difference of only 


deducted by the NBOC. 
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Sandigan asked to call top 
bankers on Velarde account: 


By DONNA S. CUETO 


THE OMBUDSMAN and the special prosecutor yes- 
terday asked the Sandiganbayan to summon the presi- 
dents or representatives of six banks holding ac- 
counts related to the controversial "Jose Velarde" 
account, allegedly belonging to jailed ex-President 
Joseph Estrada 

In an urgent request, the prosecution asked the 
court's 3rd division to issue a “subpoena duces te- 
cum" (a writ to produce documents) to Global Bank, 
Bank of Commerce, Far East Bank and Trust Co., 
Allied Bank Metrobank and Equitable PCIBank. 

These banks’ officials or representatives will be 
‘compelled to provide the court with the documents 
related to the Jose Velarde accounts, 

‘They have been requested to appear on Aug. 13, 
14, 15, 16 and 17, and bring the original and certi- 
fied copies of the accounts, suspected to be linked to 
the Velarde accounts, under the names of Estrada 
cronies Manuel Pangilinan, Kelvin Garcia, Ramon 
Lee, Mark Jimenez and Lucio Co. 

Pangilinan allegedly contributed P20 million to the 
Velarde account. His account number at the Global Bank, 
the former Asian Bank, was listed as 009-101-00166-3. 

n the Bank of Commerce branch at Port Area, 
Manila, the unnamed contributor to the Velarde ac- 
count gave P6.3 million from an account with the 
number 00-0154-31839-9, the prosecution said. 

‘The Far East Bank Cubao-Araneta Center branch 
also had an unnamed contributor to the Velarde ac- 
count, who gave P3 million, allegedly listed under 
account number 000007-07549-9. 

The Allied Bank's head office in Ayala Avenue, 
Makati alsa had Velarde connection through account. 
number 001-10651-1 under the name of Kelvin 
Garcia who allegedly contributed P210 million to 
the Velarde account. 

"The Metrobank branch in Salcedo Village, Makati 
City, also had an unnamed account holder with ac- 
count number 007-083-50303-0. This account holder 


contributed P44,945 million to the Velarde account 
through a check. 

Equitable PCIbank President Deogracias Vistan, or 
his designated representative forthe bank's Binondo 
and Makati City branches, was also asked to provide 
documents on the accounts of Ramon Lee under ac- 
count number 0001 10-20287-3 who allegedly contrib- 
ued P208.3 million: Mark Jimenez, with account 
‘umber 000110-25408-1 who contributed PIO mil- 
lion; and Lucio Co who contributed P233.5 million 
through his account number 0001 11-12660-7. 

"The Metrobank branch manager of Magdalena 
Center in Binondo was also sought for subpoena for 
two account holders: the first, with account number 
(00700-165186-9 who contributed P88 million to the 
Velarde account: and another unnamed account holder 
f 00700-1657387 who contributed P10 million 

The Metrobank branch manager in Divisoria 
center was also included to explain the P36 million 
contribution of an unnamed account holder with 
account number 00700-019088-1 

‘The prosecution asked that the hearings be set 
from Aug. Ito 17, at 2pm. 

Also yesterday, the lawyers of Estrada and his 
son, Jinggoy. asked the Sandiganbayan to declare as 
a "sham pleading” the Ombudsman's "motion to 
censure” the Estradas and their lawyers. 

n a four-page motion, the lawyers asked the 
Sandiganbayan's 3rd division, to remove the pros- 
ecution’s motion seeking to declare them in con- 
tempt for allegedly criticizing the court from the 
records of the plunder ease. 

The lawyers said the prosecution could not show 
any "specific utterance or action of any of the defense 
counsel which is censurable. 

They said the jailed ex-president was not referring 
to ihe judicial system in general when he said that he 
would not get a fair trial here, but only to a particular 
Justice, Anacleto Badoy Jr., chair of the 3rd division. 

The defense lawyers have also sought to inhibit 
Badoy from hearing the plunder case. 


Bill to open gov't men's bank accounts 


By ARMAND NOCUM 


NEOPHYTE Sen. Joker Arroyo wants to lay open the 
bank accounts of all government officials —rom 
barangay captain to the President—to prevent the bank- 
ing system from being used to conceal ill-gotten wealth. 

In justifying his proposed bill, Arroyo cited the 
case of jailed ex-president Estrada who used the 
country's bank secrecy laws to prevent the opening 
of the envelope containing evidence of billions of 
stolen wealth in banks during his impeachment trial. 

"We have peculiar problems as shown in the im- 
peachment trial; that rial showed that public officials 
have used the banking system as a shield to hide their 
ill-gotten wealth,” said Arroyo, who was one of the 
prosecutors at the Senate impeachment trial. 

The prosecution alleged that Estrada used the 
alias “Jose Velarde” to hide his ownership of peso 
and dollar accounts running into billions. 

“We could not even open some of the bank accounts 
because of the bank secrecy laws, so you eliminate that. 
and that's it," Arroyo said, recalling the prosecution's 
difficulty in getting the second envelope opened. 

Eleven senators voted not to open the envelope, 
driving the government and private prosecutors to 
walk out, The resulting public outrage led to the 
peaceful Edsa 2 uprising that threw out Estrada. 

‘The General Banking Act and the Bangko Central 
‘Act provide for complete secrecy of bank accounts, 

Arroyo said that the purpose of his proposed bill 
is to prevent public officials from accumulating 
‘wealth and using the banks as cover. 

He said that in his measure, "any bank accounts 

an be opened.” 

Told that (his might result in the wholesale re- 
moval of government officials from the bureaucracy, 
Arroyo said the measure would bring a “surfeit of 


honest officials” to the Macapagal-Arroyo adminis- 
tration, 

But he assured that private individuals would not 
be covered by the measure. 

“Insofar as private individuals are concerned, 1 
would think that they should be given the protection 
of the Bank Secrecy Law, but the moment they be- 
come public officials, they should not be given that 
protection,” he said, 
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contained in the Comelec's Rules of 
Procedure and Article XI Section 7 of 


“The Comelec rules of procedure 
and dhe constitutional provision 

constitutional commissions are clear 
that any resolution or ruling should be 
made by a majority of the members 
and not merely by a majority of those 


‘The resolution approved last 

day denied four petitions filed by 
Rodriguez contesting 150,000 votes 
for Recto in 20 towns in Lanao del 
Norte, Maguindanao and Lanao del 
Sur provinces, and another one seek- 
ing the correction of Recto's total in 
Zamboanga del Norte which included 
30,000 padded votes earlier ordered 


Rodriguez said he would file a mo- 
tion to recall the resolution. 

Until the Comelec en banc issues a 
approved by the 


Zambales town threatened 


{er that has risen 10 meters every year, 


the height of the 
Maraunot notch above the crater lake. 
was measured at 8.3 meters. 
A month later, the hei 
reeboard,” dropped 10 63 

meters, Rodolfo said in a report quot- 
ing geologists from the Philippine In 
stitute of Volcanology and Seismology. 
If the freeboard continues to be re- 
duced at this rate, water could flow 
‘out of Mt. Pinatubo's crater by No- 


team of scientists 

y of Washington 

‘observed that the notch was made up 
of "poorly consolidated” materials. 

ww, these maleri- 

Jake water and 

develop into lahar, Rodolfo said. 
“The lake level is rising and the 


(GET SLIMMER] 


majority, the 13 new senators cannot 
perform their functions because their 
proclamation would be based on an 
illegal resolution, he said. 

Tancangco said she was requesting 
for the breakdown of the votes by 
provinces to verify the claims made by 
Rodriguez. 

Tancangco also questioned the 
grounds given for dismissing the 
Rodriguez. petitions. The resolution 
merely stated that the NBOC had lost 
jurisdiction over the case as it had al- 
ready proclaimed the 13 senators on 
June 4. 

Tancangco said the senatorial tally 
as of June 4, which became the basis 
for the proclamation, was supposed to 
have been approved in NBOC Resolu- 
tion 01-005 without prejudice to the 
Filing of the petitions. 

Tancangco said she did not sign the. 
resolution in protest against the alleged 
irregularities in the canvassing. 


by lahar 


Maraunot notch will eventually be 
breached. Given these certainties, the 
lack of information (among residents) 
is in itself sufficient cause for alarm,” 
Rodolfo said. 

Oxfam has asked authorities to es- 
tablish a warning and evacuation sys- 
tem in Zambales. 

Large markers should be placed at 
Mr. Pinatubo to enable authorities to 
monitor the rise of the lake water with- 
out having to go to the volcano's crater. 

‘The group also urged the govern- 
meni to closely monitor typhoons and 

‘The largest lahar flow in the coun- 
iry was registered at 112 million cubic. 
meters in Zambales” Bucao river at the 
height of typhoon "Kadiang" in 1993, 
Rodolfo said in his report. 

The lahar flowed at the rate of 25 

m per hour. 
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SSS exec won’t quit 


SOCIAL Security System executive 
vice president Horacio T. Templo has 
defied the order of the president of the 
state-run private workers pension fund 
for him to resign. 

Templo yesterday told SSS presi- 
dent Vitaliano Nafiagas I that he 
would not leave because of the 
“clamor” from SSS employees and of- 
ficials for him to stay on, a press state- 
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ment from Templo said. 
Inaletierto Nañagas, Templo also said 
that he was backing out of a commitment 
he made to the SSS chief last Friday that he 
‘would resin yesterday because this would 
not calm the unrest at the SSS anyway. 
Templo is the highest-ranking SSS 
career official and the latest to join the 
ranks of SSS employees and officials 
demanding that Nañagas resign. 
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PORT DICKSON, Ma- 
laysia—The Philippine 
government and the 
separatist Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front rebels 
resumed marathon peace. 
talks yesterday in Malay- 
sia aimed at ending dec- 
ades of fighting in 
Mindanao. 

Jesus Dureza, chief 
negotiator for the Philip- 
pine government, toid 
reporters that the talks at 
a resort hotel on Malay- 
sia’s southwest coast 
could go on until Aug. 3 
and would add specifics 


PSST 
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last mont 
Dureza 
MILF negotiators had 
complained about weap- 
ons being seized by the 
Armed Forces in appar- 
ent conflict with the 
‘agreement. The creation 
of a ceasefire monitoring 
body would reduce the 
chances for misunder- 
standings, he said. 
“There will be one 
joint monitoring body. 
‘Dureza said. "We will not 
be involving the UN. 
Dureza said the i 
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=| Gov't, Moro rebs resume 
peace talks in Malaysia _ 


two-hour meeting to set Dickson gave no details with President Mac 


eee To EE Sabaya 
za de wide Ge pie pedum Jut 

rwonisweofessb- Vomsimamyway mida Estrada, collapsed st threatens 
Llama se senior Malayan For- year sir e ordered a 


‘would not be discussed. eign Ministry official, massive assault. hostages 


“Everyone was talk- speaking on customary Ms Macapagal has 
ing shout te neis. confionofanosymiy. refusedtoneguisiowih ZAMBOANGA 
Keecthegustnorerto “Wearconly feclitaing a smaller bux mom ox. CITY—Abu Sayyaf 
have peace,” Dureza said. the talks. treme Muslim rebel bandits threatened to 
The li wil give Dureza confirmed group, the Abu Sayyaf, arm thcir 21 American 
creating the that talks would which is holdin wt and Filipino hostages 
monitoring tackle details of the ac- 20 hostages on the is- 3^ attack Christian vil- 
body, which will im- cord signed last monthin land of Basilan. lagers in retaliation for a 
code Libya, Indonesia Libya, where both sides" Muslim separatists M#SEIVE government 
Shd Malaga, tees, aped to reactivale a have been baling tne Sakay radio st. 
Tone that have sup. M97 comefie dep  povemmen domeaed  Uonsreporied yesterday. 
ported negotiations be- war-ravaged regions and by the Roman Catholic person Abu Sobaye called 
ween the govemmem discuss Maslimelaimsto majority, for about 30 Premi rio 
and rebels. ancestral lands years Tee lighting has Gly on Mond 
‘The Malaysian ‘The rebels, who want killed more than 120.000 the eats but was not put 
cign Ministy to create an independent people and tumed one of on air they said. 
Philippines Embassy m Muslim nation im the the country's most e- The hostages, includ- 
Kuala Lumpur, 90 km Mindanao region. greed soure-rich regions imo ing US Christian mission- 
to the north of Port “to resume negotiations the poorest. AP ary couple Marin and 
Gracia Burnham of Kan- 
Sas, are being held on the 
nearby island of Basilan. 
Abu Sabaya also 
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Wahid refuses to leave Palace 


(From page A1) 


nation’s first free elections in 1999. 

Despite her popularity, there is widespread 
concern about Megawati's leadership mettle and 
her close ties to the military, which has a history 
of human rights abuses, corruption and interfer- 
ence in politics. 

Megawati earned praise for standing up to 
former dictator Suharto in the mid-1990s, but 
some believe her rise reflects more of an elite 
power struggle than a commitment to the com- 
mon good. 

“T am hoping that the Megawati forces will 
come to their senses and realize that this is not 
simply about power, but also about how to make 
a difference,” said Andi Mallarangeng, a politi- 
cal analyst in Jakarta. 

Indonesia's major political players, including 
the military, supported Megawati's ascension to 
the presidency. 

‘The national assembly elected her with a 591- 
0 vote, although about 100 pro-Wahid legisla- 
tors boycotted the proceedings. 

Digging in 
Wahid, a nearly blind Muslim cleric who has suf- 
red two strokes, remained holed up in the presiden- 
palace Tuesday. 

‘Wahid will not leave the palace," said his spokes- 
person, Adhi Massardi. He said Megawati had sent 
an envoy to Wahid late Monday asking for a meeting 
between the two. 

“Wahid still feels that he is the president of Indo- 

egally and morally," Massardi said. 
added, however, that the former president un- 
derstood he had little political support ef. 

Wahid’s aides confirmed that presidential guards 
had left the palace, though a police and army pres- 
ence remained, 

"The aides also said Wahid would still speak pub- 
licly on Wednesday evening. 

Amien Rais, the national assembly chair who or- 
chestrated Wahid's impeachment on corruption and 
incompetence charges, said Wahid should be per- 
suaded, not forced, to vacate the palace. 

Akbar Tandjung, speaker of the Lower House of 
Parliament, also said he would like to avoid force "but. 
if he stays there we can ask the police to remove him." 


X 


MEGAWATI Sukamoputri waves to 
journalists shortyaftershewas suom 
in as the new president of Indonesia. 


Wahid has made no public statement since his 
ouster Monday afternoon. He did, however, briefly 
appear at the palace doors fate in the day. 

‘Wearing shorts and slippers, he waved to several 
hundred supporters standing outside the palace gates. 
First order 
Mallarangeng said Megawati's fist order of bu 
ness should be to "reach out to Wahid's supporters. 
who are very emotional, and start the healing process." 

Megawati is expected to announce a new Cabi- 
net in the next few days. Many hope it will consist. 
of technocrats capable of steering Indonesia out of 
an economic crisis, reversing Wahid's failed attempts 
to reform the banking sector and attract foreign in- 
vestors. 

‘The three leading candidates for vice president rep- 
resent old order forces from the military, Muslim par- 
ties and Suharto backers—raising concerns about 
Megawati's commitment to reform. 

After emerging from a meeting with Megawati on 


OUSTED President At 
daughter Yenni, waves to supporters outside the presidential 
palace in Jakarta. 


d by his 
PHOTOS BY REUTERS 


‘Tuesday, Rais said that the new vice president would 
be elected Wednesday. "Megawati has no preference 
about who becomes vice president," he said. 

The new president's greatest challenge will likely 
be holding together the sprawling Southeast Asian 
nation of 210 million people that her expansionist fa- 
ther helped create. 

Many believe she will be less willing than Wahid 
to tolerate separatism and that she will move to crush 
rebellions in the restive provinces of Aceh and Irian 
Jaya. 

On Tuesday, the US-based Indonesia Human 
Rights Network urged Megawati to "halt a crackdown 
by Indonesian security forces on human rights activ- 
ists and other civilians” in those provinces. 

After Wahid's ouster, the Indonesian currency, the 
rupiah, surged 10 percent and the stock market rose 2 
percent. In trading Tuesday, the currency rose another 
4 percent, but the stock market dropped by about 3 
percent. AP 


Gloria congratulates new Indon president 


(From page A1) 


advanced and its quest to strengthen its democratic 
înstitution will be achieved" she also said in a eder 
to Megawati 

"On behalf of the government and the people ofthe 
Republic ofthe Philippines, I wish o extend my warm- 
‘esi congratulations on your assumption of office as the 

fifin President of the Republic of Indonesia. 

Ms Macapagal paid credit to akara's “leading role 
in promoting greater economie integration and secu- 
sila the reglon and maintaining unity and dynamism" 
inthe Association of Southeast Asian Nations, which 
includes the two counties 

Took forwand to personally meeting and con- 
granting Your Excellency atthe earliest opportu- 
Baty,” she tid. 

Both Ms Macapagal and Megawati are 54 years 
old and have prominent moles on tcir faces. Both 
Are duughiers of former presidents. both have three 
children: and both were vice presidents who assumed 
office under similar circumstances. 

Ms Macapagal, daughter of the late President 
Diosdado Macapagal. took power in a popular revolt 
[Pa topple her impeached predecessor Joseph Esada 
ppm 

Megawati, daughter of Indonesia's founding leader 
Sukarno, replaced President Abdurahman Wahid as 
het country: Hike the Philippines is struggling with a 
host of problems, including a shaky economy and de- 
teriorating peace and order 

Both lenders have husbands who have been ac- 
cused of influence peddling. 

endorsement 

Ater endorsing the legislature's election of 
Megawati as Indonesia's new president, the United 
States urged the Southeast Asian nation to maintain 
peace, work toward national reconciliation and siamp 
Ticinoon. 

"The US Department of State said Indonesia's po- 
litical upheaval would provoke a fresh look at US poli- 
cies toward Jakarta but added it was too soon to sig- 
fal any possible new initiatives. 

‘Word leaders, including US President George W. 
Bush, quickly endorsed Megawati because of her 
democratic credentials and expressed hope Indonesia 
would enter an era of stability. 

"We urge ali parties thereto work together to main- 
tain peace, support the Constitution and promote na- 

xal reconciliation” said Philip Reeker, deputy sae 
eparmem spokesperson. 

But while US diplomats in Jakarta are working hard 
to cement ties with the new government "irs a ile 
premature to make a major sttement about next sieps 
there," Reeker said. 

UN Secretary General Kofi Annan wished 
Megawati every success, hoping “the kind of change 
thats taking place now will remain peaceful, demo- 
rule and that the nation will come together to get 
themselves out of this ifc." 

“think what is important is the democratic process 
seas to have been applied or followed," Annan said. 

China, Japan 

China and Japan also congratulated Megawati and 
pledged to work for better mutual relations with In- 
pcs 

"Clin and indonesia have made pro progress in 
tracing Greatly cooperta pd race ie Un 
fields of polities, economy, trade, scence and lech 
nology in recent years" Chinese President Jiang Zemin 
fess tase te Kika rt apay m yi a 
his message. 

“The two countries had signed a joint statement lst 
year outlining the direction for fur bilateral coop- 
Erion, he noted. 

Chinese Foreign Minister Tung Jiaxuan said he 
hoped fora swift restoration of stability in Indonesia 
after the tumultuous 21 months served by Wahid 

“Political stability will help Indonesia's economic 
development," Tang sid, according to China's offi- 
tial Xinhua seva Rey 

“Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi also sent 
a message of congratulations to the new president and 

ested apan's support for reform in Indonesia 

But Koizumi's office said in a temen at the 
embatled Wahid had "made every effort to build a new 
Indonesia in the reform process for its democratization.” 

Southeast Asia 

Singapore Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong sent 
Megawaui a congratulatory ener, saying she lad im 
her "quie and confident way provided strong leader- 

ip" in Indonesia 


"We hope Indonesia will recover soon." Goh said 
of wealthy Singapore's poor neighbor that has been 
ravaged by economic crisis and ethnic, religious and 
separatist conflicts. 

Malaysia's outspoken Prime Minister Mahathir 
‘Mohamad said he hoped for a stable Indonesia, but 
added that he was not in a position to comment on the. 
change in leadership. 

"lt is Indonesia's problem and we hope whatever 
they do brings good to Indonesia,” Mahathir was 
quoted by the Bernama news agency as saying. 

‘Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra said in 
Bangkok that "it didn't matter who is president but the 
sooner the region's politics becomes stable, the better.” 

Asean support 

In Hanoi, foreign ministers of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations lined up Tuesday behind 
Megawati, declaring at an annual meeting here that 
the peaceful transition of power in the region's big- 
Zest nation would benefit them all. 

Ina joint statement at the end of the two-day meet- 
ing, the foreign ministers said they "welcomed the 
changes in the political situation and election of 
Megawati as president of Indonesia: 

"The ministers from the I0-nation bloc also "ex- 
pressed hope that the peaceful changes will lead to po- 
litical stability and economic restoration in Indonesia.” 

The ministers “reaffirmed their support for the ter- 
ritorial imegrity and unity of Indonesia" and hoped 
the dramatic change of government would lead to 
“peace and stability in the region." 

‘The crisis in Indonesia, by far the region's biggest 
and most influential country, loomed large over the 
annual Asean get-together. 

Indonesian Foreign Minister Alwi Shihab remained 
in Jakarta in a doomed attempt to rally support for 
Wahid, his close ally. 

Guingona 

Philippine Vice President and Foreign Secretary 
Teofisto Guingona said the region was unfazed by the 
election of the largely untested Megawati. 

"The proof of the pudding is in the eating,” he told 
reporters in Hanoi. 

‘Asean is happy “as long as the process is peaceful, 
Jegal and in accordance with the law.” Guingona said. 

‘Cambodian Foreign Minister Hor Namhong de- 
clared "the crisis is almost over.” 

Asked whether there would be any region-wide 
repercussions after Indonesia's parliament dumped 


Wahid, be said: "I don't think so. We support any de- 
cision of the people.” 

Asean Secretary General Rodolfo Severino said he 
had sent a personal Tetter of congratulations to Megawat 

“We hope that Indonesia will continue to support 
Asean,” he told reporters. 

“We're satisfied that it's going on peacefully and 
in accordance with the constitution,” he said of the 
historic events unfolding in Jakarta 

East Timor 

East Timor's Foreign Minister Jose Ramos. 
Horta, whose own country split from Indonesia in 
1999, was cautious about commenting on Megawati 
who begged East Timorese not to vote for indepen- 
dence. 

"By and large, what everybody has to do is watch 
carefully without interfering.” he said in Hanoi. Timor, 
which is not an Asean member, attended the talks as 
an observer. 

Megawati has never publicly recognized East 
Timor's independence and has refused to meet with 
Ramos-Horta or independence leader Xanana Gusmao, 
although they make frequent visits to Jakarta. 

‘Yeoh Lay Hwee, an analyst at Singapore's Insti- 
tute of International Affairs, said a stable Indonesia. 
was vital if the Association of Southeast Asian Na- 
tions wanted to be taken seriously and that Megawati 
had a lotto prove. 

“Who will her Cabinet members be? Will it be 
horse-trading or will she appoint experts?" she asked. 
“I don't think it's going to help solve the problems if 
it's just a case of horse trading. 

‘Although markets in Indonesia soared on the day's 
news, it dented sentiment in Singapore, with traders say- 
ing they were worried further chaos in Indonesia would 
hurt the region. Reports from AP, AFP and Reuters 
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Where’s the money? 


OR ALL the specifics she worked into her 
administration’s agenda, President Gloria Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo seems to have left out some very 
significant details from her program to eliminate poverty. 
These all-important details are how much the program will 
cost and where will the government get the wherewithal to 
achieve the objectives she set forth 
in her first State of the Nation 

Address. 

In her speech last Monday, Ms Macapagal spelled out the 
objectives of her administration and assigned costs to some 
of the projects she identified. She promised, among other 
things, to put P20 billion a year into agriculture, another P20 
billion into housing for the poor and P500 million into the 
areas in Mindanao affected by conflict with the Moro rebels 
and the Abu Sayyaf. She also pledged to build a school- 
house in every barangay, create a million jobs in agriculture, 
distribute 200,000 hectares of farmlands and send out 1,000 
rolling stores to sell rice at P14 a kilo. 

All these, of course, will cost the government plenty. But 
exactly how much, everyone is still guessing. Sen. Sergio 
Osmeña III, who cast his lot with the opposition after winning 
reelection as a candidate of the pro-administration People 
Power Coalition, was heard telling another senator at one 
pointin the President's speech, “We are already at PI trillion. 
We better start looking for the money now.” Opposition Sen. 
Edgardo Angara said the projects Ms Macapagal outlined in 
her speech would cost a total of about P500 billion. 

It was as if the two senators heard two different speeches. 
And if senators can be confused about the figures involved, 
how much better can the people appreciate what the ad- 
ministration intends to do for them and for the nation? 

Regardless of whether these projects cost P1 trillion, P500 
billion ora fraction of those sums, the more basic question is: 
Where is the money coming from? Government resources are 
already spread as thinly as it can possibly be, and yet the 
governments straining mightily to keep the budget deficit at. 
P140 billion this year. Next year, the deficit is tentatively 
targeted to contract to P130 billion and then go down further 
to P80 billion in 2003. With economic growth slowing down 
this year and 2002 predicted to be even worse, with scores of 
businesses closing shop and thousands of workers losing 
their jobs, there is little room to expand tax collections and 
other sources of revenue. How do you stretch a budget that 
has been stretched to the breaking point? 

Given the tight financial fix the government finds itself 
in, people would have understood if Ms Macapagal limited 
her promises to doing things that can be done at little or no 
extracostto the government, like cutting red tape, eliminating 
graft and corruption and dealing decisively with the forces 
that make people insecure about their persons and the safety 
oftheir homes. But she chose to make the war on poverty the 
cornerstone of her program of government and so she had to 
come up with the strategy to win the war. 

It’s a costly strategy obviously. But how does the ad- 
ministration propose to produce the money? The promises 
Ms Macapagal made will be the standard against which her 
administration's performance will be measured. And she 
only has three years, fraught with economic instability and 
uncertainty, to deliver. 


China card 


'HEN Stalin and Mao Zedong signed a treaty of friendship 
half a century ago, the two communist giants bestrode the 
world, Stalin had advanced the Russian Empire to the center 

‘of Europe; Mao had just won a bloody and resounding victory in the 

world's most populous country. The two men made no secret of their 

IDEST "ureniting hostility to the capitalist world. 

FOREIGN By contrast the "Good Neighborly Treaty. 
of Friendship and Cooperation" signed yester- 
day by President Putin and President Jiang 
Zemin explicitly states that it is not aimed at 
third parties. It calls the treaty a legal framework for a reestablished 
friendship, seeks to expand trade, commits both countries to strength- 
ening the United Nations, talks of cooperating on human rights and pro- 
claims, extravagantly, that Russian and China are “friends forever, never 
enemies.” 

In fact, each is seel thereby to bolster world influence. The treaty 
will be surely seen in Washington as a challenge....ever since the Sino- 
Soviet border clashes in 1969, Ameria has sought 1 “play the China. 
card” against Moscow, often with considerable success. Now it appears 
the Americans might appear once again to be the odd ones out. 

The Times (London) 
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Is GMA another Scheherazade? 


PRESIDENT Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo began 
her State of the Nation Address with a lie. She 
told us the tale of three squatter children who 
wrote messages to her on paper, folded the paper 
into paper boats and floated them down the Pasig, 

iver, from Payatas to Malacafiang, where she 
found them and read the messages. But anybody 
who had ever floated paper boats as a child on 
sidewalk canals, streams or ponds know that the 
story could never have happened. A paper boat 
can stay afloat no more than five minutes. It 
immediately soaks up water and sinks. The paper 
boats of the three boys. Jason, Jomar and Erwin, 
could not have floated from the Payatas dump to 
Malacafiang, a distance of several kilometers. 
‘That story is nothing but a tall tale. 

(President Macapagal said in an interview 
with Tina Monzon Palma on ANC Channel 21 
Monday night that she learned about the con- 
tents of the letters of the three children from news- 
paper reporis.—Ed.) 

The President's speechwriter must have seen 
the movie "Message in a Bottle” starring Kevin 
Costner, which was shown on HBO recently. But 
he—and whoever suggested that the tale of the 
three boys open up the speech did the President 
a disservice. It’s not even original. And ironi- 
cally, Erap started in a movie titled “Bangkang 
Papel sa Umaapoy na Dagat (Paper Boats in a 
Burning Sea)." 

‘And as observers noted, Jason, Jomar and 
Erwin are mere reincamations of Mang Pandoy, 
the squatter father of many children whom Presi- 
dent Fidel V. Ramos used as his Everyman to 
symbolize his concern for the poor. It turned out 
Mang Pandoy was a very poor choice. He was 
spoiled, lionized and given a job, a sinecure at 
the House of Representatives, a regular radio- 
TV program of his own and capital for a coop- 
erative in his community. Nothing came out of 
all that help. After the cooperatives money ran 
‘out, Mang Pandoy is back to siring children while 
his more enterprising neighbors in Quezon City 
made a good living making furniture from dis- 
carded palo china 


FIRST, the good news. 

It might have been the impeachment trial again 
where I watched President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo's 
Sona, which was at the PRESS office. There was the 
Familiar air of curiosity, if not anticipation. I don't know 
if that was the case elsewhere, but the day before, a 
neighbor's radio was at full blast and was full of lis- 
teners’ commentaries about the Macapagal adminis- 
tration. It was an AM station, home to the masa, and 
the commentaries were not flattering. But the level of 
stridence suggested passionate public involvement in 
the affairs of state. Maybe it’s the result of Edsa Il and 
“Edsa IIL.” but people have become more aware and 
concerned about what's going on. And probably more. 
vigilant: The poor in particular are bound to remem- 
ber Ms Macapagal's promises and hold her to them. 

As to the President's Sona itself, there was one piece 
of good news there. No, it wasn't the appearance of 
the three kids from Payatas, which looked a little too 
show biz. And which might have weakened, rather 
than strengthened, the believability of the President 
being serious about carrying out the promises she made 
in her speech: it didn’t show resolve, it showed PR. 
The really good news was the President vowing to 
give the overseas Filipinos the vote. That is well past 
due and it is good that the highest official of the land 
should show her support for it in the most unequivo- 
cal terms. That overseas vote, as | keep saying, is one. 
that is fairly enlightened and impervious to guns, goons 
and gold. Along with the youth vote, it should help 
mightily to counteract not just trapo politics but show- 
biz politics. 

And now the bad news. 

Contrary to what was promised, the speech was 
Jong, and though Ms Macapagal has improved by leaps 
and bounds in her public speaking, she cannot make 
the angels weep. Well, speaking at that length she might 
have, in quite another sense. It did not help that the 
‘speech tumed out to be another Fookien Times Year- 
book entry, the kind where public official tick off their 
seeming accomplishments. I wonder when Sonas will 
ever take the aspect of a Gettysburg address or 
Churchill's "blood, sweat and tears” speech. That is 
to say, short but meaningful, simple but deeply mov- 
ing. Ronald Reagan had that, by the way, a great 
speechwriter in Peggy Noonan, the woman who crafted 
his brilliant address at the 50th anniversary of the 
Normandy landing. Reagan had the French weeping 
before he was through—a remarkable feat for an 


Neal H. Cruz 


The Ramos administration exploited Mang 
Pandoy for its own selfish purposes and after they 
had finished with him, just dropped him. Is the 
Macapagal administration guilty of child exploi- 
tation in using Jason, Jomar and Erwin for its 
‘own public relations purpose? 

Oh, all right, they can say that the story of 
Jason, Jomar and Erwin is just to give face to the 
millions of poor people whom the Macapagal 
administration and society should help. It was a 
touch of show biz, some people said, a gimmick, 
But one resorts to gimmicks only when he has 
little to say, to divert the people's attention. And 
the President said a mouthful. She said every- 
thing that the people, especially the poor, wanted 
1o hear. She will provide jobs, education, homes, 
food on the table, cheap medicine, curb graft and 
corruption, promote peace and order, ease traf- 
fic congestion. How can anybody go wrong with 
those? It was almost as if they listed down all the 
complaints from the public and decided that she 
would promise to solve all of them. And prom- 
ise she did—like a candidate fishing for votes, 
according to opposition Sen. Panfilo Lacson. 
Like a fairy tale, said Sen. Loi Ejercito. 

“I am not a miracle worker,” admitted the 
President. But we have to admit that she is a good 
teller of tales. That was the talent that saved Prin- 
cess Scheherazade from being beheaded. She told 
wonderful fairy tales for a thousand and one 
nights that kept the Arabian Caliph postponing 
her beheading. 

Is there a similarity between Ms Macapagal 
and Scheherazade? 


Another teller of tall tales is,—you know 


State of the nation 
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American and an American president at that. But that's 
another story. 

"The only difference in Ms Macapagal’ case was 
that it wasn't a ist of accomplishments, it was a list of 
promises. Ms Macapagal did preface everything by 
Saying things were not well with the nation—an eco- 
nomic crisis was besetting the world, and was taking 
its toll on the country. The rest of the speech was 10 
show ibat but by dimt of her vision, or what she in- 
tended to do for the nation, we Filipinos would pre- 
vail. Take it for what i's worth. Anyone can make 
promises, even Mang Popoy from the barbershop. He 
has been promising to make his haircuts more fash- 
ionable for as long as can remember. 

"Two things did not help to bolster the Presidents 
credibility. The first was her reference o this country's 
revolutionary past, which she said was the gui 
force of her vision. A revolutionary past that began 
with Bonifacios war of liberation, metamorphosed imo 
her father’s war against poverty, and took on the as- 
pect of two bloodless revolutions nearly a century later. 
agree completely that the last iwo displays of people 
power, Edsa I and 11, were a continuation of Bonifacio's 
‘magnificent project The bloodlessnesswas completely 
incidental, the ajectory which was to end tyranny— 
was not. That continued to partake of the spirit of revo- 
Jution Bonifacio waged, a spirit of freeing the poor 
and oppressed from the yoke of poverty and oppres- 
sion. 

T am not so sure that her father's administration 
qualifies as a link in that progression. Diosdado 
Macapagal might have been the poor man of Lubao, 
ashe advertised himself in the elections, but his poli- 
cies never redounded to the benefit of the poor of 
Lubao or anywhere else in this country. Diosdado 
Macapagal will always be remembered as the archi- 
tect of decontrol—ihe forerunner of today's global- 
ization, of which his daughter is the foremost expo- 
ments policy that wrecked local industry and brought 


him—Ador, the former PAOCTF informer 
who has been telling stories about his former 
boss, Lacson, and other police officials identi 
fied with him, People have started calling him 
“Tusitala,” the moniker applied to Robert 
Louis Stevenson, meaning “teller of tales.” 
'inocchio's nose grows longer every time he 
told a lie, but, in the case of Ador, it seems itis 
another part of his face which grew longer. 

Anyway, unlike Scheherazade, Ador’s tales 
bring not joy but pain to the subjects of his 
stories. One of them is Police Director Edgar 
B. Aglipay who wrote a very pained letter to 
meand an open letter to Ador who had impli- 
cated him in the illegal drug trade. 

“I would like to seek your assistance in 
bringing out the truth,” he wrote to me. “I 
have built my name and service reputation 
over the past 30 years through hard work, 
diligence and dedication. It therefore pains me. 


can be checked with any officer in the service,” 
he wrote. “It is they who know what kind of 
officer I am. 

“I have no idea why this agent Ador has 
implicated me when I do not even know him. 
T have never talked to him in my entire life. 

“For the record, I have never been engaged 
inany illegal activity in my whole life. For me, 
my integrity and reputation counts more than 
material advancement. But above all, my re- 
lationship with our Lord matters most. 

"I am married to Marietta Yan, daughter 
of retired Gen. Manuel Yan, who has served 
our government for 68 years. My wife man- 
ages our family business, a trucking company, 
which has been existing for 28 years now. It is 
this business which has supported our family 
expenses through the years. It has sent all my 
children to school.” 

General Aglipay’s open letter to Ador in 
tomorrow's column. 


unemployment and untold suffering for the poor in 
the 1960s. No way can that be seen as a continuation 
of Bonifacio's struggle. If that is the tradition Ms 
Macapagal means 10 anchor her vision on—and her 
pro-business stance would indicate so—we're in for 
trouble. Or the poor are. 

Which brings me to the second point that little 
helped to inspire confidence Ms Macapagal would 
deliver on her promise. Ms Macapagal's reference 
tothe past and her anchoring of her vision to it gave. 
the world to see precisely a framework by which to 
weigh her utterances. That is, by comparing the past 
with the future, by comparing what has been, or is, 
with what can be. Ms Macapagal may not have been 
Jong in office, but she has been there long enough. 
She has been President since late January of this 


jint agenda, which she keeps 

and which sounds like a bad 
mantra now. There is only one thing the people really 
‘expect of her, which is the same thing they expected 
from Corazon Aquino, whom they also brought to 
power on their backs. Which is to be the opposite of 
the tyrant they overthrew, Which is to bring back hope 
to the country by exercising a level of honesty and 
rectitude as epic as the rouenness and corruption they 
mean to replace. 

Aquino didn't do that. And the question is if Ms 
‘Macapagal can. That was the one question that dangled 
over Congress last Monday afternoon like the sword. 
of Damocles, which Ms Macapagal never dispelled 
OF course she said she had asked the Sandiganbayan 
to ferret out the corrupt from the highest places in gov- 
emment, Well, even as she spoke, there was one ease 
of corruption in the highest places in government— 
certainly there was more than probable cause to be- 
lieve so—and she would not deal with it, That was the 
loudest silence of all. That was what made even het 
seeming desire to go after Erap with an iron hand— 
her words, her velvet glove covered an iron hand— 
sound weak and irresolute. lt made you wonder if the 
‘opposite were not true, that she had a velvet hand in 
an iron glove. 

I don't know that the spectacle of the three Payatas 
kids really bolstered anybody's confidence Ms 

pagal would do as she preached. 1 myself would 
have been an instant convert if she had trotied out Bing 
Rodrigo or her husband in handcuffs. 
"That would have been all the proof I needed, 
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A most applauded Sona 


PRESIDENT Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo's first State 
of the Nation Address was the most applauded Sona 
Ihave heard since President Corazon Aquino's first 
address, delivered when the nation was intoxicated 
with the euphoria of the 1986 People Power. 

If the speech was long on applause and rich in 
symbolism, it was short on bold strategic social 
policy shift heralding the transfer of wealth from 
the rich to the poor. 

‘Although the speech was punctuated by repeated 
references to fight poverty, her first Sona marks her 
as a socially conservative President, afraid to step 
beyond the bounds of the social orthodoxy of all 
her predecessors. I shall explain this later. 

‘Applause punctuated President Macapagal's 
‘Sona more than 80 times, which means she was 
applauded at an average rate of one for each minute 
of her 70-minute speech. She received prolonged 
applause on two themes. The first burst out when 
she said, “This administration affirms the principle 
that no one is above the law. Our policy is to sup- 
port the fair and speedy trial of all the accused in- 
volved in the cases against former President Joseph 
Estrada. 

‘The second came after she said "we will control 
the budget deficit by collecting taxes vigorously and 
spending money prudently,” and asked Congress to 
enact a law providing for a gross income tax—a 
taxation reform. 

She received a standing ovation when she went 
down the podium to present three poor children from 
the Payatas garbage dump, calling on Congress to 
commit itself to programs to give the young of the 
‘country—the poor more than the rich-—a better fu- 
ture. 

The representatives of the people responded to 
the themes they would like to hear and what their 
constituents expect from the Macapagal adminis- 
tration. The applause represented the mood of ex- 
pectation of the nation. Her Sona plucked the strings 
Of the national mood. 

The Sona offered specifics more than any other 
‘Sona in the past. Because of its specificity, the Sona 
offered to the people a yardstick to measure her 
achievements within the year or even the next two 
and a half years. The Sona also planted the seeds of 
its own destruction—if it fails to deliver results. If 
the results don't live up to her standards, all the. 
applause will turn into a violent gale storm that will 


Amando 
Doronila 


demolish her presidency and leave it in a heap of 
ruins. 

Itis important to identify the macro agenda, the 
concrete programs to implement it, and the costs. 

‘To translate her vision of "winning the war 
against poverty within the decade," the President 
presented a national agenda resting on four compo- 
ments first, an economic policy of free enterprise 
“with a social conscience”; second, a modemized 
agricultural sector founded on social equity; third, 
social bias toward the disadvantaged to balance 
economic development; and fourth, raising the 
moral standards of government and of society and 
“observance of the rule of law. 

The specific objectives to fight poverty boil 
down to jobs, homes, education and enough food 
for the poor. Ms Macapagal gave top priority to 
poverty reduction, as Estrada did. Ms Macapagal, 
"who is clearly trying to win Estrada's masa con- 
stituency to her side, partly for the political reason 
of preventing the eruption of unrest among the ur- 
ban poor, has to show she can do better than Estrada. 
who gave higher priority to enriching himself in 
office than delivering benefits to the poor. 

Her Sona spells out concrete programs—or the 
“doables.” They include: 

* A schoolbuilding in every barangay by 2004. 

© More textbooks for grade and high schools. 

© Hire more teachers and increase teachers’ sala- 
ties. 

‘© One million new jobs in agriculture and fish- 
cries, with a timetable within her term, under an 
agricultural modernization program. 

© Put under land reform each year 100,000 hect- 
ares of private land, and 100,000 hectares of public 
land. 

‘© Work “double time” to give security of land 
tenure to 150,000 urban poor families every year 

‘© Cut by 50 percent the prices of basic drugs 
within a year 


Three new mass transit lines in Metro Manila. 
completed by 2004. 

‘a Enactment of a law making farmland accept- 
able as loan collateral. 

‘e Full computerization of elections by 2004, 

‘© Cut in half within 12 months the number of 
signatures on government transactions. 

* Emergency employment for 200,000 out-of- 
school and out-of-work youths in Metro Manila. 

© Launch a P20-billion mass housing program 
10 he financed by government financial institutions. 

e Transfer construction of the long-delayed Mal- 
Mar krrigation Dam in Mindanao to Army engineers 
if dam is not completed by September. The dam 
‘would irrigate 3,000 hectares immediately and an- 
other 10,000 hectares in Mindanao, 

Now for the costings. With a big budget deficit, 
the administration should be more specific about 
the sources of these immediate-term programs. It 
claims there's money in the budget for the farm sec- 
tor with sources from the Agricultural and Mod- 
emnization Act allocating P20 billion a year for five 


Agricultural modernization was a comerstone 
program of the Estrada administration. The prob- 
dem was that the program was starved of budget- 
ary resources. The program's architect was 
Estrada's agriculture secretary, Edgardo Angara. 
Estrada paid lip service to it. The program could 
not be fully carried out because funds earmarked 
for it were shifted to finance Estrada's war in 
Mindanao. 

It's possible President Macapagal did her home- 

ig the sources of fund for her short- 
" programs. The opposition has a point 
in asking where the money, will come from. 

‘The target programs have one potentially fatal 
flaw. While the President has announced she will 
hold office at the Department of Agriculture to see 
that the agriculture modemization program takes 
off, she has not formed a monitoring "war room" 
with a task force to follow the work in progress. 
President Marcos had an infrastructure center atthe 
Camp Aguinaldo headed by Executive Secretary 
Alex Melchor, monitoring closely accomplishments 
against targets. 

Without an operations center, President 
Macapagal’s targets will be all talk—s 
dissipated. 


Acting on sexual harassment 


THE OPENING of Congress and speculations 
surrounding the State of the Nation Address shadowed 
the event. Explosive revelations and a bitter exchange 
of accusations between an old friend of the President's. 
‘and her husband eclipsed its prominence in the news. 
‘Why, even the heavy rains and flashfloods of the day 
before shoved it aside during the press conference that 
followed. Certainly, the launching of the ne 
“Administrative Rules on Sexual Harassment Cases’ 
by President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo herself in 
Malacafang is an event that deserves more coverage 
than has been given it so far. Whatever news or 
sensation it has generated has centered around the 
almost casual revelation of the President that her family 
has not been left untouched by sexual harassment. Her 
‘daughter, she said, had been sexually harassed some 
years back when she worked as a consultant with the 
Department of Foreign Affairs during the 
‘Summit. "She was pressured to drop the case, 
President said, “even if she was at that time the 
daughter of a senator.” 

‘The women's group Gabriela subsequently “chal- 
enged" the President and her daughter to file a formal 
complaint against the harasser who, so DFA sources 
said, has been assigned abroad, But I have the feeling 
that if then Senator Macapagal and Luli Arroyo pre- 
ferred to let the matter drop then, they won't be any 
more eager to pursue a case now. Can you imagine the 
coverage of the hearings? 

Even without lifting a finger at the moment, by 
going public with Luli's harassment, the President has 
already driven home the message: Ifthe daughter of a 
senator is not immune from sexual harassment, then. 
who is 
WHAT makes the new Civil Service rules on sexual 
harassment significant is that they go beyond the 
present boundaries of the anti-sexual harassment law. 

‘Where the law limits sexual harassment to an 
offense committed by a superior or someone who 
has seniority or moral ascendancy over the com- 
plainant, the Civil Service rules state that "author- 
ity, influence and moral ascendancy are no longer 
indispensable elements” in the administrative of- 
fense of sexual harassment. This opens the door to 
recognizing sexual harassment from peers or even 


Frightful 


WHEN you go into the National Museum exhibi- 
tion space in the former Finance Building, you 
cannot imagine how ruined the building was after 
World War Il. This beautiful, air-conditioned 
space with high-tech displays was reconstructed 
after the war, used by the Department of Finance 
and only recently turned over to the National 
‘Museum, The former Legislative building nearby, 
now vacated by the Senate, the Office of the Vice 
President, the old Sandiganbayan and other 
assorted government agencies, is now home to 
Juan Luna's “Spoliarium” and is the main office 
and storage space for the National Museum. The 
state of this building in 1945 has been immortal- 
ized in photographs, as well as paintings by 
Fernando Amorsolo, when it looked like a birth- 
day cake trampled on by unruly children. This 
building was the most devastated after the war. 
‘After being blasted by shells and dynamite sticks 
shot up and its interior totally burned, the ma- 
terials salvaged from it filled less than half a 
truckload. Most valuable were manuscripts, 
including some letters from Juan Luna, kept in 
an iron safe that had been burst open by a shell. 
Other artifacts of the National Library and 
Museum stored elsewhere in Manila City Hall, 
Normal Hall, etc. were spared. 

‘According to a report on the state of Philip- 
pine Archives after the war, it was estimated that 
of the 300,000 volumes, that was once the pride 
of the National Library as ate as December 1941, 
only 5,000 volumes, more or less, were saved. 
Of these, about 400-500 volumes of rare and 
important Filipiniana were placed in the custody 
of H. Otley Beyer who held office at the Watson 
building on Aviles Street near Malacaftang. In a 
previous column, I quoted Beyer's own account 
of his salvaging operations at the Bureau of Sci- 
ence building in the 1950s to recover artifacts 
from the National Museum stored there before 
the Battle for Manila in 1945. 


of a teacher). 

Nor is coverage limited to the person directly 
committing the harassment. Also considered of- 
fenders are people who "induced, directed or co- 
operated" in the harassment. Certainly, Luli's su- 
periors, who pressured her to drop the complaint, 
could be charged as conspirators under this new 
set of rules. If not, they could be charged with ne- 
glect of duty, as the rules provide for a head of of- 
fice who fails to act within 15 days on a complaint. 
Once a complaint is filed and recognized, the disci 
plining authority has 30 days to render a decision 
‘on the case. This should finally pull the plug on 
those interminable investigations and hearings that 
‘end up frustrating the complainants they often drop 
the complaint or resign from their job, or both. 

The new rules also have taken into account new 

forms of communications technology, with offen- 
sive or lewd messages and jokes sent by e-mail and 
“text” messages now considered forms of sexual 
harassment, 
IT must be stressed, though, that the new rules cover 
administrative procedures, so the severest penalty that 
‘could be meted against a harasser would be dismissal 
from office. A complainant is still free to file acriminal 
complaint of sexual harassment against his/her 
harssser, although the anti-sexual harassment law has 
far narrower coverage. 

But make no mistake, this is still a meaningful step 
forward for Filipino women. A the President noted in 
her talk at the launching, the government is the country's. 
biggest employer. If only for the added protection the 
new rules provide, and the clarity they provide to an 
issue where, as the President noted, “loopholes, techni- 


clits and gray areas” are employed to confuse and 
obfuscate, then sexual harassers and offenders in the 
vil service have good reason to tremble in fear. 

‘One big hope is that the private sector will leam a 
lesson oF two from the Civil Service's new guidelines. 
"There is really no reason why, for administrative pro- 
cedures, private employers cannot promulgate rules 
and procedures that go beyond the law. But as it is, 
even if the law itself requires every employer to con- 
Stute a committee on decorum and investigation to 
look imo and decide sexual harassment complaints 
this basic requirement sil remains largely ignored. 
“Treated in a cavalier manner and rivisized,” as Presi- 
dent Macapagal observed. 

Now, there isn't any excuse anymore not to act, 
since the Civil Service rules provide a good blueprint 
for an employer's own procedures and policies. 
ONE thing that was quite obvious during the 
launching was the President's personal 
commitment to act on the issue of sexual 
harassment in the civil service. Not only does she 
know of it personally. perhaps from her daughter's 
own experience, but as a legislator she had worked 
on bills dealing with issues of violence against 
women. As she revealed, she was the author of the 
Jegislation that eventually became the anti-sexual 
harassment law. 

‘CSC Chair Karina David said she was pleas- 
antly "surprised" when, listening to the President's 
speech, she noted that the Chief Executive not only 
read much of the speech they prepared for her, but 
had inserted several personal statements as well. 

"This, I thought, is where having a woman Presi- 
dent makes a difference. The appreciation of issues 
Stems not just from an intellectual analysis or canny 
political instinct, but deeply felt personal experi- 
ence as well. 

It may have taken a woman chair of the Civil 
Service Commission fo push for the strengthening 
of the commission's administrative guidelines on 
dealing with this scourge of the workplace and pub- 
lic life. But it has taken a woman President to give 
the iue the needed prominence, a compulsion that 
can only stem from knowing what it takes to be a 
woman in a public profession. 


odyssey of national records 


Ambeth R. 
Ocampo 


‘The Archives Division of the National Library 
was formerly housed in the Ayuntamiento build- 
ing in Intramuros and could be described as a 
wandering collection. From Intramuros the col- 
lection of documents was transferred to the Gov- 
ernment Cold Storage and Ice Plant near the Pasig 
River and finally, before the war broke out in 
1941, moved to a one-story adobe structure in 
the Bilibid Prison! Today the National Archives 
shares a building with the National Library on 
the T. M. Kalaw side of the Luneta where one 
cannot imagine the conditions these historical 
materials were subjected to in the past. 

After the war, the records that survived in the 
National Archives could fill 10,000 cubic feet of 
space. This collection contained more than 5 
million pieces—loose documents tied in bundles. 
'or bound into volumes, as well as some materi- 
als in book form. The report says, "These records. 
are of the greatest historical importance to the. 
Philippines, they being the most complete col- 
lection of records of the Spanish regime avail- 
able. Noteworthy are the Series of Royal Decrees 
and orders from 1660, about 18,000 pieces: se- 
ries of Reales Ordenes Originales, 1625-1792 in 
eight volumes; Reales ordenes, 1784-1856, 
(mostly ministerial dispatches); a complete bound 
set of "Gaceta de Manila’ from 1861 to 1898." 

Of course, the National Archives is part of 
the Bureau of Records Management that has to 
sift through all government records generated in 
the past 50 years. Thus. aside from the Spanish 


documents which are of use to specialist histori- 
ans, there are other materials in their care: land. 
titles, birth and death records, eic. The National 
Archivesis literally bursting with documents and. 
itis fortunate that what was once the prewar col- 
lection of the National Library and Museum are 
now distributed into four agencies: the National 
Library, the National Museum, the National Ar- 
chives and the National Historical Institute. 

It is understandable that in 1945 there was no 
mad rush to preserve the historical records and 
materials that survived the war. People had to pick 
up the pieces of their lives, a battered nation had 
tobe reconstructed afier its independence was rec- 
ognized by the United States in 1946. Reading 
the report about archival documents being: 

7..Stored on open wooden shelves fifteen to 
twenty feet high, exposed to dirt and dust and 
easily accessible to insects which are plentiful. 
Smoking is permitied in the storage areas and 
there are no facilities or fire-fighting. .elsewhere 
inactive records are heaped in disorderly piles or 
tumbled into boxes. Other collections are stored 
in sheds exposed to the weather and are used as 
partitions to set off one family's quarters from 
that of another...records of the Civil Service 
stored in the Malacaiiang Annex are easily ac- 
cessible to persons passing through the corridors 
and soldiers of the Philippine Army quartered in 
the building have been using these papers as 
sandwich wrappings.” 

We will never know what was lost in the war 
and have to be grateful for what survived. As a 
historian I wish I had 10 fives and 10 bodies to 
‘wade through all these, make sense of them, and, 
perhaps, cough up a history of the Philippines 
‘one day. After all these materials have been 
through, more Filipinos should use them. 

Comments are welcome at ambeth@ admu. 
edu ph 


China rolls up its sleeves 
atthe Falun Gong 


BEIJING The tour starts with blown-up photos of charred bodies, 
bludgeoned faces and illegal rituals. 

It ends with emotional footage of women "saved" at government 
reeducation camps, tables demonstrating the need to take medicine and 
optical illusions meant to illustrate the difference between science and 
superstition. 

For thousands in 
Beijing, the vast 
new exhibit mark- 
ing the two-year an- 
niversary of China's 
crackdown on the 
Falun Gong spiri 
tual group was a 
way of sobering up after the revelry of landing the 2008 Olympics. 

The timing, though coincidental, highlighted the widening gulf be- 
tween a government eager to ensure social stability for the Games and 
‘overseas human rights groups keen to show China's preparations for it 
will do more harm than good. 

Falun Gong, also known as Falun Dafa, combines meditation and 
exercise with Buddhist and Taoist teachings. It was banned in China on 
July 22, 1999, accused of being an evil cult trying to topple the commu- 
nist government. 

By Wednesday July 18, more than 25,000 people had visited the 
exhibit, titled “Fight Cults, Uphold Civilization" and co-sponsored by 
six different government offices. 

Li Wei, head curator of the exhibition, says its purpose is to use 
visual imagery and "the facts” to educate people about the movement. 

“Particularly after the Olympic success, China's social environment 
needs to be improved,” Li told Reuters 

“These cults affect our stable social development, as well as people's 
basic human rights.” 

Falun Gong supporters overseas lashed back at similar comments 
made by Chinese Vice Premier Li Langing—China's chief Olympic 
ambassador—as he visited the exhibit on July 17. 

The official Xinhua news agency quoted him as equating China's 
‘winning the right to host the Olympics with "international recognition 
of our country's social stability,” and urged further efforts to expose 
Falun Gong to "guarantee lasting security." 

"China uses Olympic win to justify human rights atrocities,” the Falun 
Dafa Information Center retorted. 

China holds Falun Gong responsible for the deaths of 1,660 people. 
by suicide, refusal of medical treatment and, in a few cases, domestic 
violence. 

Falun Gong denies endorsing violence of any kind, including sui- 
cide, and says more than 200 adherents have died in police custody 
since the ban. 

legally circulated floppy disks and texts dramatizing what the gov- 
ernment calls its "struggle" with Falun Gong alerted visitors at the ex- 
hibit to the group's resilience. 

Despite neighborhood sweeps, “labor through education” camps and 
stem legal measures, the organization “has not ceased to be active,” 
says Li 

In March, Chinese lawmakers made it a top priority to end Falun 
Gong's activities this year. 

‘One Western diplomat said government propaganda was "evolving 
toward that end and played down any immediate links between the Olym- 
pics and China's human rights record. 

He said the propaganda campaign had been much more effective 
since the self-immolations of five purported Falun Gong members in 
Tianamen Square in January. Two of the five people who lit their petrol- 
soaked clothes died. 

China identified the victims as Falun Gong believers directed to burn 
themselves by group leaders, a charge the group denies. 

‘The Beijing Daily said on Friday five Falun Gong followers had 
been put on trial for their alleged roles in the suicide attempt. 

“It's only since the immolations that there has been a popular con- 
sensus," the diplomat said, noting recent propaganda had consisted 
largely of human interest stories and accounts of so-called “rehabilita- 
tion" efforts. 

"They have struck a very emotional chord,” he said. 

The People's Daily, the Communist Party newspaper, condemned 
Falun Gong on Friday as “inhumane” and told a story of adherents 
sticking the body of a fellow believer in a sewer to hide the evidence 
after she had refused medicine. 

The intensifying attack on Falun Gong's "human rights" violations 
takes China's arguments to their logical extreme—one sign the leader- 
ship is getting anxious to move on. 

"Many in China's leadership realize they have to address the under- 
lying problems,” said the diplomat, referring to popular dissatisfaction 
‘with welfare, living standards and official corruption which some be- 
lieve gave rise to Falun Gong. 

The high-traffic exhibit was supposed to be open to the general pub- 
lic, but the free entrance tickets have been reserved almost exclusively 
for approved tour groups. 

“t's partially for the protection of visitors from...Falun Gong's vio- 
lent tendencies,” says Li. 

Officers ata security checkpoint confiscated visitors" water bottles, 
an eerie reminder of the self-immolations, in which the purported Falun 
Gong members concealed bottles filled with petrol in their coats. 

One cartoon lampooning Falun Gong founder Li Hongzhi is dotted 
with swastikas, a plain attempt to liken him to Hitler. 

‘Another part of the exhibit sharpens the government's classification 
of Falun Gong as part of worldwide trend, with morbid images of mass 
suicides and violence linked with “evil cults” overseas. 

‘In the US they also have these groups,” says a man surnamed Jin, 
72, who catches every inch of the displays with his video camera. "Coun- 
tries all over the world are working to oppose them.” 

Few seem bothered by the gore. “This is education,” says a woman 
surnamed Bai, 45. “If you don't show people, they will never know.” 

“We haven't even displayed the worst of it,” adds Li, the curator. 

He says the dark, gruesome photoboards have been deliberately off- 
set by lit-up images showing the smiling masses who took part in ac- 
tivities to oppose the spiritual group. 

‘We made that area brighter, to lighten the mood." 


Jonathan Ansfield 


Reuters 


HEY SAID = 


Go forward in unity 

"This is a healing presidency. What the President wants now is 
for the nation to stop all this bickering, all this politicking, in order 
to move forward because we are really underestimating the impact 
of the downturn of the world economy.” 
Presidential spokesperson Rigoberto Tiglao on the private meeting 
between President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and Sen. Panfilo Lacson 


Radical and passive 

“Her assumption to power was radical but she remains passive to 
the people's legitimate concerns up to this moment." 
—Bayan secretary general Teddy Casiño on President Macapagal 
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Wi dows pension given a t last Reward system for whistleblowers 


BULACAN Rep. Willie Villarama's 
call for a reward system for 
whistleblowers who provide 


JUST when one is at the end of the  mainlandiothePhilippine Veterans It was a long joumey indeed for Northem Califomis, for giving the č 
rope, feeling defeated andhelplessly Affairs Office. the widow in search of a helping widow the highest priority. Their povemment vital information to curb 
alone, somehow, someone always ‘The reaction of the Filipino vet- hand, which began three years ago. assistance was fast andswittToall Syrenon(aboutP2citinanmualy. LETTERS 
comes alongtolendahelpinghand. erans fromthe US WestCoasttohelp So many came to help: now her ofthem, Iextend the heartfelt thanks according to a World Bank study), 

This is the story I wrote about the widow was so heart-warming. No search is finally over. Hawaii Rep. of widow Aling Maring, as We should be heeded by all members of 4 
Maria T. Paras of Oahu, Hawaii, less than the US representative from Patsy T. Mink never left her side, It fondly call her. ‘Congress. Afterall, the primary focus be [em 
widowofaPhilippineScoutveteran Hawaii, David A. Pendleton, made was also the widow's good fortune Last but absolutely not the least, of the lawmaker's interest is noL on + 
of World War II, whose appeal for a personal call to assist, and within of the timely intervention of the my grateful thanks to the IQumeX for = the bad persons but the good ones who 
help to obtain her old-age pension 24 hours after publication of her newly designated officer in charge publishing my appeal for help. With- want to do the right thing. shorality needs public reinforce- 
was published by the Philippine story. 1 was on the phone advising of the PVAO, Maj. Gen. Jose S. out the Inquinen’s help, all of these =" How can the law encourage citi- ment. And people who are doing the 
Daily Inquirer on July 19. Her ap- the widow in Hawaii that her pon- Lachica, and Senior Adviser Col. would not have been possible zens to keep on doing it? Setting up right thing need to feel they are good 


peal was also read on the Intemet sion has been approved by the Miguel V. Aure, who heads the Fil- CESAR M. DE LOS REYES, 45 reward system while al the same citizens rather than suckers.— 
all the way from the United States PVAO. American Veterans Organization for Fordham St, White Plains, QC time strengthening the Witness Pro- ERICK SAN JUAN, Suite 1402, 


" "n tection Program (WPP) are steps Ist eBank Tower, Paseo de Roxas, 
Good Samaritan in the floods toward the right direction. Social Makati City 


ON BEHALF of my daughter, Dr. afternoon's UAAP basketball had a deep faith in her intuitive herself were she not busy being u ive? 
April B. Llaneta, wishtothankthe games. Unfortunately, in the mad ability to judge people whom she assistant head resident at the Depart- Wasn’t photo offensive? 

Good Samaritan who offered her a rush to leave after the games, she could trust. To a Mr. Jun Simon ment of Emergency Medical Servi- PAGE D2 of your July 4, 2001 one of whom was nude and the 
lift at the height of last Thursday's lostsightofherremaining teammate (certainly not the former Quezon ces at the PGH. issue contained pictures of a Gay large picture of the person with a 
downpour along the flooded who went out to fetch his car and City mayor himself, this one was —— ToMr.Simon, may the good Lord Pride party. Without going intothe penis and testicle prominently 
Katipunan Road, She had justcome decided to brave the weather on her supposedly in his 30s) who ownsa bless and keep you in his care al- matter of right or wrong insofaras displayed on the print on his 
out into the cold rain, without an own. While I Could notquitecontain computer shop in nearby Teachers ways—LETICIA B. LLANETA, gay persons areconcerned,doyou clothes?—BIENVENIDO A. 
‘umbrella, from the Ateneo Stadium my apprehension when she texted Village, thank you very much for executive assistant, Office of the not think it was in bad taste and TAN JR., Unit 7A, The Valero 
‘where she and her sports medicteam home that she had hitched a ride your kindness to my daughter. She Vice Chancellor for Administra- offensive to your readers to print Tower, Valero Street, Salcedo 
were on standby duty in that with a total stranger, in my heart I would have liked to write this tion, UP Diliman, Quezon City pictures of the two men kissing, Village, Makati City 


SEPT oe Ne eA So SRE Ne et en ME EE ME nocle a food 


e seasoning products 
“ayıl o) Bun pooB Burg e Te o} yuup 8327 'epeaep Jae opeaop — fatiqeunp pue anea 'ipenb uj auseu pers eu 21, 


RATHER than downplaying the hazards of 
saaueijddy 39 ‘ye sayy “sreo exgnoasuco o Joj Jeuup premy pros puexiedns s ersy asam Ku seu! "Asaa contaminated food seasoning products, I think 
7 B i; the health secretary, and his avid supporter, Rina 
Jeu, 'ueisÍs Buyooo saiun nok sajene pue uo asy sum Átéoeuoyne y 'Sunsoyap aasj-yšerds e Hi nee Jimenez-David, should instead immediately warn 
ido ^ the: Pune e work a Wd: ofi Due 
sayy “auo UI YONA azəa;j-ojne pue 1s0Jjep uonor-euo e seu MoU 1oyejeBuja) 100p-effurs orssep s.39. N recommendations of the British Food Soudards 
Agency pertaining to these products should be 
taken seriously. Many of the products that have 
been found io contain very high levels of 
Chioropropanol contaminants are being sold here 
in the Philippines, including some that are 
actually manufactured in the country. Chloro- 
propanols, including MCPD and DCP, are highly 
Toric compounds, They belong to a notorious 
general class of chemicals called organo- 
Ghlorines, which include highly toxic pesticides 
8Z90/4-0}nY and industrial solvents. Most of these hiphly toxic 
substances have not been demonstrated 
tnequivocally tocius cancer in humans malaly 
because it is almost impossible to do so; due to 
the extreme difficulty in documenting exposure 
and in isolating causative factors, due to the very 
long interval before a measurable effect mani- 
fests, and due to many other methodological and 
practical problems. Secretary Manuel Dayrit, 
thereforeis in fora very ong. long walt before 
he can conclude that indeed Chloropropanols 
cause cancer in humans. I would not want to 
wait, however, because I am convinced that 
Chilcropropanols most likely cause cancer in 
humans and because the food seasoning 
products in question can be withdrawn without 
significant damage to the public. There will, 
perhaps, be a little reduction in profits of a few 
ch people. 

For the information of the public, Chloro- 
propanols have been found to cause cancer of 
the liver, kidney, tongue, thyroid, testes and the 
breast in a clear dose-related manner in animal 
studies which were reviewed by the International 
Program on Chemical Safety (WHO). They have 
also been found to cause various non-cancer ad- 
verse effets in the liver, kidney. thyroid and the 
tongue of the animals studied. The Committee 
‘on Carcinogenesis of the United Kingdom De- 
partment of Health, after reviewing the studies, 
concluded that the “spectrum of tumors observed 
in the 104-week rat study, particularly in the liver 
and tongue was evidence of a clear carcinogenic 
effect.” The Chloropropanols have also been 
found to cause sterility in rats, hamsters, gerbils, 
guinea pigs, dogs, rams and rhesus monkeys. In 
addition, 3-mono-chloro propane diol (MCPD) 
was found to decrease the motility and reduce 
the metabolic activity of human sperm. In mon- 
keys, it was found that a 30 mg/kg/day dose of 
MCPD resulted in anemia, low white blood cell 
count and severe platelet reduction. In view of 
these findings, the Joint Expert Committee on 
Food Additives has recommended that “levels 
should be reduced as far as technologically pos- 
sible” which is practically equivalent to zero. It 
is significant to note that the likely consumption 
levels from the measured concentration levels of 
MCPD and DCP found in the survey done by 
the British Food Standards Agency would fall 
within the same range as the dose levels used in 
several of the animal studies. Usually, extrapo- 
lation of dose levels affecting animals to levels 
that would likely affect humans would require 
lowering the dose a hundredfold or more. If, for 
example, a 10 mg/kg dose produced adverse ef- 
fects in animals, it would be reasonable to ex- 
pect that at 0.10 mg/kg dose it would similarly 
affect humans. In the Chloropropanol case, the 
lowest doses that produced adverse effects in ani- 
mals were from 1.1 to 5 mg/kg/day. The MCPD 
levels found in the contaminated food seasoning 
products were from 0.012 mg/kg to as high as 
79.9 mg/kg and 22 percent of the samples were 
found to exceed the EU maximum allowable limit 

One-Touch Defrost of 0.02 mg/kg. 

Thope the Department of Health will take note 
and put public interest ahead of commercial in- 
terests.—ROMEO F. QUIJANO, M.D., De- 
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Suicide bombers destroy Sri Lanka 
international airport, main airbase 


COLOMBO—Tamil rebels staged a 
daring suicide attack against Sri Lan- 
ka’s main airbase and the only inter- 
national airport yesterday, destroy- 
ing eight military aircraft and five 
civilian jets, officials said. 

At least three airforce men and nine rebels of 
the separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) perished in the pre-dawn attack, the 
defense ministry said. 

‘The rebels destroyed military aircraft, including 
two Israeli-built Kfir jets, a Mi-24 helicopter gun- 
ship and one Ukrainian MiG-27. An ammunition 
dump and fuel storage tanks were also blown up. 

‘The attack began at the Katunayake airbase, 


35 km north of here, and quickly spread to the 
adjoining Bandaranaike International airport, 
defense ministry spokesperson Sanath 
Karunaratne said. 

The airport was immediately shut down and 
all international flights to Sri Lanka were di- 
verted to neighboring India. 

Sri Lanka's national carrier, SriLankan Air- 
lines which is partly owned and fully managed 
by Emirates of Dubai, lost five Airbus aircraft 
that were parked on the apron of the airport. 

At least one Russian crew member of an uni- 
dentified airline was wounded and evacuated to 
hospital together with a state television journalist 
"who was shot and wounded while troops con- 
ducted a search of the terminal. AFP 
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US vows to help world cut greenhouse gases 


TOKYO—US Secretary of State 
Colin Powell pledged yesterday that 
the United States would work with 
other countries to overcome differ- 
ences on how to reduce emissions 
of greenhouse gases. 

Powell spoke to reporters in To- 
kyo after negotiators in Bonn, Ger- 
many, ignored US objections and 
agreed to rules for trying to deal 
with the problem. 

“We are committed to working with 
ali nations of the world to find a con- 
sensus in the near future,” Powell said. n 

In Bonn, diplomats from 178 


Sri Lanka raid 
born of an 
ancient conflict 


By DILIP GANGULY 


COLOMBO—The Tamil Tiger rebel attack 
on Sri Lanka's main airport yesterday coin- 
cided with the 18th anniversary of anti-Tarnil 
riots that started the civil war between the 
small island's two main ethnic groups. 

Their dispute, however, was born of 
an ancient conflict between two peoples 
with their own distinct languages, cul- 
tures and history. 

‘The majority Sinhalese—who make up 
76 percent of Sti Lanka's 18.6 million 
people—are mainly Buddhist, and are gen- 
erally concentrated in the southem and 
central part of the Indian Ocean island 
nation off India's southern coast. 

Most of the Tamils, 18 percent of the 
population, are Hindus. They live largely 
in the country's north and east and in the 
tea-growing hill areas of central Sri Lanka. 
Some have been drawn to the capital, Co- 
lombo, in search of jobs, education and 
business. Colombo's thriving gold trade is 
dominated by Tamil artisans. 

‘The two groups have at times in their 1,000- 
year history clashed over territory. But decades 
before independence in 1948, they united to 
‘oppose their common foe—the British. 

They began drifting apart after the British 
left in part because of rising nationalism among 
Sinhalese, who believed their superior num- 
bers gave them the right to rule. Ethnic clashes 
erupted in 1958, 1977 and 1983. 

The 1983 riot was the bloodiest: hu- 
man rights groups have said that 2,000 to 
3,000 Tamils were killed by Sinhalese 
mobs. The rioting was sparked after an 
ambush on 13 soldiers by a fledgling Tamil 
rebel group in northern Sri Lanka. 

Many young Tamil people fled to the 
north to join the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam, which is seeking an independent 
homeland in the north and cast. Over 
850,000 Tamils also fled Sri Lanka to a 
dozen foreign countries and 800,000 more 
people, mostly Tamils, have been displaced 
within their own country. 

‘Though not all Tamils embrace the Ti- 
gers’ extreme solution, many fee! they are 
denied opportunities by the Sinhalese, who 
dominate the government and military. AP. 


nations reached an agreement that 
‘opens the way for countries to ratify 
the 1997 Kyoto protocol. 

Powell repeated that the protocol 
was not acceptable to the United States. 
He said the United States has a good 
record on environmental protection 
and is not shirking its responsibilities 
to help reduce greenhouse gases. 

"Hopefully, we can present some 
new ideas," he said. 

US President George W. Bush 
maintains the Kyoto pact's require- 

nts on US emission cuts would 
harm American business. He also 


China and India. 


POPE John Paul Il (let) gestures from a balcony as he talks 


considers it unfair that standards 
apply only to developed countries, 
‘omitting major polluters such as 


Powell discussed the issue yes- 
terday during a meeting with Japan’ 
prime minister, Junichiro Koizumi, 
Whose government refuses to com- 
mit to ratifying the accord as long as 
the United States is not on board. 
Japan was the first stop for 
Powell on a five-country swing to 
countries of the Asia-Pacific rim. 
He was due in Vietnam in early 
evening for three days of talks 


among more than 20 foreign minis- 
ters from regional countries. 
Powell said he does not think that 
the political upheaval in Indonesia 
constitutes a crisis for the region. 
President Abdurrahman Wahid was 
forced from office Monday amid 
charges of misrule and corruption 
and was replaced by the vice presi- 
dent, Megawati Sukamoputr. 
Powell said he was encouraged 
that constitutional processes 
werebeing followed in Indonesia 
and urged all parties to act with 
moderation. The situation in the 


mi, 


i 


world’s fourth-largest country was 
expected to be a major topic of dis- 
cussion among delegates in Hanoi. 
‘A North Korean delegation 
planned to attend the deliberations 
in Hanoi, but it was unclear whether 
Powell planned to meet with its 
members. Pyongyang has yet to re- 
spond to Bush's offer in June to 
resume security negotiations. 
Calling for patience, Powell said 
this tends to be a more deliberative 
process than some believe. The 
United States wants North Korea to 
scale back on its programs to de- 


th US President George W. Bush at the Pope's summer residence in 


Castelgandolfo, northem Home July 23. The Pope wamed Bush of the "deviis" of stem-cell research using embryos, upheld the right to ife and 


stressed the dangers of globalization. 


REUTERS 


Pope overwhelms visiting Bush 


ROME—Pope John Paul H's hands shook 
as he welcomed President George W. Bush 
to his summer residence here, but his hold 
on the US leader's awestruck attention Mon- 
day never wavered. 

Bush, arguably the most powerful politi- 
cal leader in the world, struggled to de- 
scribe just how moved he was by the frail 
Pontiff with the soft voice during their 
roughly half-hour private meeting. 

“I'm not poetic enough to describe what 
it's like to be in his presence,” the President. 
said later during a joint press conference 
with Italian Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi. 


Bush spokesperson Ari Fleischer told re- 

ters the visibly nervous President was 
"more reserved than usual” during his "mo- 
ment of awe." “It's a rare moment in life 
when you greet the Pope, even when you're 
president,” he said. 

“It was a moment I was looking forward 
to because of his profound impact on the 
world,” said Bush. 

"He's an extraordinary man who is, by 
virtue of his leadership and his conscience 
and his presence, has not only affected po- 
litical systems, but affected the hearts and 
souls of thousands of people all around the 
world." 


The President declared he was not sur- 
prised by the Pope's denunciation of em- 
bryonic stem cell research—even as Bush 
has been wrestling with the decision of 
whether to federally fund that process. 

The President said his administration had 
been "unusually deliberative" in trying to 
sort the difficult matter but again denied 
that political calculations played any role. 

"It is an issue that, on the one hand, 
deals with so much hope, hope that per- 
haps through research and development 
we'll be able to save lives. It's also an 
issue that has got serious moral implica- 
tions,” he said. AFP 


velop and export missiles and to re- 
duce its massive conventional forces 
near the South Korean border, 
Powell again defended the US 
military presence in Okinawa, call- 
ing ita "visible manifestation" of the 
US security relationship with Japan. 
He said he regrets that incidents 
of misbehavior by US troops—in- 
cluding an Air Force sergeant 
charged with raping a Japanese 
‘woman last month—have put the 
US. presence at risk. He added that 
such incidents have to be minimized 
as much as possible. AP 


Keep region 
nuke-free, 
Asean tells 
5 powers 


HANOI—Southeast Asian govem- 
ments appealed yesterday to the five 
recognized nuclear powers never to 
unleash their ultimate weapons in 
the region and to refrain from send- 
ing nuclear material through their 
national territories. 

The United States, China, Rus- 
sia, Britain and France have been 
reluctant to give a commitment not 
touse their nuclear weapons against. 
one another in the region covered 
by the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (Asean). 

The five powers have so far 
agreed only not to unleash their nu- 
clear weapons against any of the 
10 Asean nations. 

China has agreed to ratify the 
‘Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear 
‘Weapons-Free Zone (SEANWFZ) but 
with certain modifications, while nu- 
clear-powered India said in May it 
would honor the pact. 

The nuclear powers feel that giv- 
ing the undertakings demanded by 
Asean would be dangerously un- 
precedented, officials said. 

“Basically what Asean will ask the 
nuclear five is to be flexible in the 
consultations. We would like to nar- 
row down the differences in two mat- 
ters—the scope of the treaty and NSA,” 
Asean spokesperson M. C. Abad said. 

Negative Security Assurance 
(NSA) is a provision in the 
SEANWFZ treaty that requires the 
nuclear five not to threaten to use 
nuclear weapons against the South- 
east Asian nations or against one 
another within the region. 

At the end of a two-day meeting 
in Hanoi, Asean foreign ministers 
appealed once again to the major 
powers to accede to the treaty. 

‘They will raise the nuclear issue 
during security talks with their 
counterparts from the European 
Union, China, Russia and the 
United States on Friday, — AFP 


UK firm to dislodge thumb-text messaging China rules US-based 
scholar a Taiwan spy 


LONDON—Text messaging on mobile phones 
is all thumbs. A British company believes the 
best way to get the other eight fingers involved 
is by going soft. 

After sneak peeks at New York's Museum of 
Modern Art and the IT Expo in France, 
ElectroTextiles Co. Ltd. is marketing a flexible, 
plug-in keyboard this year for mobile phones 
and personal digital assistants. 

Although similar devices are already on the 
market, this one uses the company's BlekTex 


THE CASKET carrying Katharine Graham is carried into the Washington 
National Cathedral for a memorial service July 23. Pallbearers include former 
delense secretary Robert McNamara, broadoast executive Barry DilerandSen. 
Bob Graham, a Florida democrat and Graham's brother-in-law. 


fabric, a soft, water-resistant material that can 
receive and transmit electronic impulses with- 
out traditional wiring or circuitry. 

The fabric turns keyboards into bumpy 
placemats that can be folded up and slipped into 
a pocket, or act as a wraparound cover for the 
device they're attached to. 

The soft keyboard is the first in a line of 
products that will use ElekTex. Also on tap: 
squishy mobile phones that conform to a pocket 
and survive a drop onto the sidewalk, and a 


smart car seat that automatically adjusts to the 
proportions of its occupant. 

Chris Chapman, co-founder of 
ElectroTextiles, isn’t worried about debuting 
ElekTex in a niche already crowded with key- 
board attachments made by Palm Inc., LM 
Ericsson and Motorola Inc. 

He's confident his device will be embraced 
by mobile phone users tired of pecking away at 
a telephone pad. At about 28 grams, it's light— 
and it’s flexible. AP 


Graham funeral draws 
US political, business elite 


WASHINGTON—Political and Kis 
business leaders Monday flocked 
tothe funeral of Katharine Graham, 
a towering figure in US journalism 
whose Washington Post unearthed 
the scandal that led to the resigna- 


tion of a president 


Microsoft chair Bill Gates, in- 
vestor Warren Buffett and celeb- 
rity journalist Barbara Walters 
served as ushers, while former sec- 
retary of state Henry Kissinger was 
among many who delivered per- 


sonal tributes. 


Vice President Dick Cheney, 
former president Bill Clinto: 
wife New York Senator Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, and New York 
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani were 
among some 3,700 mourners at the 
Washington National Cathedral. 
who died July 17 in 
Idaho following a fall at age 84, 
was praised as a standard bearer 
for freedom of speech, a mentor 
for aspiring women journalists, a 
is Washington hostess and a 


Grahan 


graci 
loyal friend, 


"The Washington Post was a 
relentless critic of many aspects 
of the administrations in which I 
served. Yet this seeming paradox 
was overwhelmed by the admira- 
tion and affection I came to feel 
for Kay as a person,” said 


REUTERS 


inger. 
Amid tension in Washington 
over US involvement in Vietnam, 
Graham telephoned to invite him 
toa movie, Kissinger recalled: “The 
movie audience was truly startled 
when the lights went up and they 
saw us sitting together,” he re- 
counted. 

“Her place in this country will 
not be filled,” said Kissinger, who 
was national security adviser and 
secretary of state to president Rich- 
ard Nixon. 

The Post's reporting on the 
Watergate scandal, which ulti- 
mately led Nixon to resign, brought 
"a new recognition of the crucial 
role of an independent, incorrupt- 
ible and energetic press, and to a 
valuable re-education of the Ameri- 
can people in the meaning of our 
Constitution,” historian Arthur 
Schlesinger said. 

There was laughter when 
Schlesinger noted that "Deep 
Throat”—the still unidentified gov- 
emment source who was key to the 
Post's Watergate coverage—might 
well be among the mourners. 

Graham was a shy, 46-year-old 
mother of four when she became 
publisher of the Post, after its former 
publisher, her husband Philip 
Graham, committed suicide. AFP 


his 


BEUING—A US-based Chinese 
sociologist was convicted yester- 
day of spying and sentenced to 10 
years, her defense lawyer said. 

Gao Zhan's conviction in a case 
closely watched by Washingion came 
four days before an official visit by 
US Secretary of State Colin Powell 

Gao immediately applied for 
medical parole, said her lawyer, Bai 
Xuebiao. He has previously said 
she suffers from heart ailments. 

In court, Gao spoke in her own 
defense at least eight times, Bai said. 
He had said before the one-day trial 
that she would argue that prosecutors 
had failed to prove the spying charges. 

Bai said the sentence imposed 
by the Beijing No. 1 Intermediate 
People's Court was more severe 
than he had expected. 

“For me to be disappointed is 
useless,” he said. 

Gao is one of five Chinese-born 
academics or writers with US ties 
detained in the past year in an anti- 
spying crackdown. 

‘The detentions have strained re- 
lations with Washinglon and un- 
settled China scholars abroad. 

The US Embassy said it had no 
immediate reaction to Gao's sen- 
tence, An embassy spokesperson 
yesterday said that Chinese officials 
had refused a request to let a US 
diplomat attend the trial, saying that 
because Gao was a Chinese citi- 
zen, the American government had 
mo right to send an observer. 

Gao, 39, is a researcher at the 
American University in Washing- 
ton who holds permanent US resi- 
dent status. 

She was accused of helping an 
American business professor, Li 
Shaomin, who was convicted July 
14 of spying for Taiwan, 

Gao's husband, Xue Donghua, 
expressed surprise at the verdict. 


GAO Shanin en undated photo with 
her son Andrew. REUTERS 


He said that because of US diplo- 
matic pressure and the impending 
Powell visit, he had expected his 
wife to be cleared and released, 

“I think they decided to do this 
to show their hard part to the US 
government. 1 think they want to 
tell the US government that they 
are not listening to what they're 

” Xue said by telephone. 

d Feb. 11 dur 
ing a family visit to China. Her 
detention caused a diplomatic up- 
roar because Chinese officials also 
temporarily held her 5-year-old 
son,who is an American citizen, 
without notifying the U.S. Embassy 
as required by treaty. AP 
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Honest janitor awarded 


PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—The city govem- 
ment has cited a woman janitor who found and 
returned $10,000 to an Indian at the Ninoy 
Aquino International Airport recently. Florita 
Mondoyo, a native of Barangay Tagburos here, 
also received a P5,000 cash reward from Mayor 
Dennis Socrates for her honesty. Philippine 
Airlines gave Mondoyo a round-trip plane 
ticket to visit her child and parents here, while 
Superferry awarded a lifetime free ticket to any 
of its ships. The Department of Tourism also 
gave a cash reward. Mondoyo was promoted to 
a permanent position at Naia. 

Jofelle Tesorio, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Letters from the Left? 


PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—Two businessmen 
tumed over to Maj. Alex Asuncion, Western 
‘Command public information officer, letters from 
analleged leftist group demanding protection 
maney. The demand letters said the group, 
called Rebolusyonaryong Makabayan (Nation- 
alist Revolutionary), would collect P100,000 
monthly or "deliver a grenade” if the addressee 
did not pay. Asuncion said the message was 
witten in red ink on å Grade I paper sheet and 
bere no signature. The letters, sent through the 
pest office, could just be the work of extor- 
tionists, said Asuncion, 

Geraldford Ticke, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


9 fall in drug raids 


CALAPAN CITY—Nine suspected drug pushers 
were arrested in a series of raids conducted by 
tte police here. Supt. Romeo Ricardo, Oriental 
Nindoro police chief, identified the suspects as 
Jose Guavez Sr., Maritess Suarez, Avelino 
Mercado and Alberto Gallardo, ali of Sitio Villa 
Pag-Asa; Camilmil, Milar, Jose and Willar, all 
sarnamed Capirena, of Tibag; and Carlo Alcala, 
of Calero. A total of 900 milligrams of a sub- 
stance believed to be shabu (methampethamine 
hydrochloride) was confiscated from them. 

Joel Jabal, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Gang leader slain 


NAGA CITY—Police shot dead a suspected 
leader of a kidnapping syndicate after he tried to 
explode a grenade during his arrest on Saturday, 
Camarines Sur police director Supt. Leocaldo 
Santiago said, The suspect, Juanito Maganes, did 
not resist arrest at his house at Barangay 
Goyudon, Bato town, Santiago said. But when 
they were 50 meters from the house, Maganes 
pulled out a grenade from his pocket and tried to 
explode it, Santiago said. This prompted Insp. 
Hansel Marantan to shoot the suspect, who was 
pronounced dead on arrival at the hospital 
Another police team arrested another suspected 
gang member, Villamor Tique. 

Juan Escandor Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Slain rebels identified 


CALAPAN CITY—Police have identified the 
two rebels killed in a clash between the New 
People's Army (NPA) and government troops 
last week after their bodies were turned over by 
the Southern Luzon Command's Task Force 
Banahaw. Supt. Romeo Ricardo, Oriental 
Mindoro police chief, identified the fatalities as 
Ricardo Gonzales, 40, alias Ka Arman and 
Andoy, of Barangay Cagulong: and Lyn Marie 
‘Tamboon, alias Ka Diana, 19, of Barangay 
Cabillan, both in Bulalacao town. Ricardo said the 
two rebels were part of a 30-member NPA group 
that clashed with a unit of the Army's 16th 
Infantry Battalion on Tuesday in Sitio Tumbaga, 
Barangay Panaytayan in Mansalay town, 

Joel Jabal, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


4 fishermen missing 


TABACO CITY—Using a helicopter, authorities 
have intensified search and rescue operations for four 
fishermen who have been reported missing since July 
5 in the waters off Catanduanes facing the Pacific 
Ocean. Missing were SPO1 Nathaniel Dorado, Alex 
Bonto, Roberto Begino and Miguel Burce, all of this 
city, who were on board the MB John Oliver. Coast 
Guard Petty Officer Crisanto Sy Jr. said fishermen 
‘on board the MB Ear last saw the John Oliver on 
July 11 near Virac town. The John Oliver had 
reportedly developed engine trouble. 

Job Belen, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Mindoro killing probed 


CALAPAN CITY—Gov. Bartolome Marasigan 
has ordered an investigation into the fatal shooting 
ofa farmer in Bongabong town on June 24. 
Constancio Gadon, 63, of Sitio Bagong Pag-asa, 
Barangay Morente, Bongabong, was reportedly 
killed in a crossfire between government soldiers. 
and New People’s Army rebels. Marasigan said he 
was informed by Army officers in Roxas and 
Bongabong that their troops were attacked by the 
rebels, prompting them to fire back and hitting 
Gadon. Janet Barrientos of the human rights group 
Karapatan-Mindoro said Gadon was shot from 
behind and that a soldier hit one of Gadon's sons, 
Greg, with a rifle butt. 

Joel Jabal, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Boy's captors demand P5M 


By KATHY NAVARRO 

PDI Visayas Bureau 

CEBU CITY Kidnappers of the 11-year- 
old son of a Chinese-Filipino businessman 
have reportedly demanded PS million in ex- 
change for the boy's freedom, police authori- 
ties said. 

Senior Supt. Hiram Benatiro, city police 
chief, said the kidnappers reduced the ran- 
som amount after the parents of Ryan James 
‘Yu told them that they could not afford the 
initial demand of P50 million. 

He said he received reports that the par- 
ents were still negotiating with the abduc- 
tors to further lower the amount because 
they could not raise the PS million immedi- 
ately, 


Sources said Ronnie and his wife Zenia 
were willing to pay P1 million in exchange 
for the release of their only child. 

Ronnie owns a lending business. He 
and Zenia are also into real estate. 

Benatiro said the couple was hesitant to 
coordinate with the police after the kidnap- 
pers told them not to seek their help or else. 
the boy would be harmed. 

Motorcycle-riding men seized Ryan 
James, a Grade 5 pupil of the St. Francis of 
Assisi School in Peace Valley, Barangay 
Lahug, while he and a family helper, Joel 
Bation (not Joel Concepcion as earlier re- 
ported) were walking to school about 7 a.m. 
Monday. 

One of the kidnappers pistol-whipped 


Ryan James in the head when the boy tried 
to fight back. He was unconscious when he 
was transferred to a waiting white Kia Pride 
car in Barangay Sudlon, about 100 meters 
away. 

Witnesses told police that the boy's 
head was bleeding. 

Benatiro said Zenia had told police 
vestigators that the kidnappers handed a 
piece of paper to Bation before they fled to 
Sudlon. 

"The note stated the PSO-million ransom 
demand, a waming not to coordinate with 
the police and the number of a mobile phone. 
where the kidnappers could be reached. 

The victim’s parents called up the 
number written on the note a few hours 


after the kidnapping. That afternoon, the 
kidnappers returned their call at their house 
to start the negotiations. 

Benatiro said he was informed by inves- 
tigators that the ransom amount was low- 
ered to PS million yesterday moming. 

Supt. Jonathan Miano, chief of the Re- 
gional Investigation and Intelligence Divi 
sion in Central Visayas, said a crisis man- 
agement committee was created to super- 
vise the intelligence monitoring of the case 
and the operations. 

At least four police units and the Na- 
tional Bureau of Investigation have been 
tapped to go after the kidnappers and res- 
cue the victim. With a report from Jhunnex 
 Napallacan, PDI Visayas Bureau 
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Troops, MILF 


rebs clash on 434 dengue cases listed 
eetk in Western Mindanao 


government and Moro Islamic Libera- 5 
tion Front (MILF) negotisiorsaresched- By ALEXANDER YOUNG 
uled to meet in Kuala Lumpur for the poy Mindanao Bureau 


second round of formal peace negotia- 


‘Cémparing the incidence with last _Silapan appealed to the residents 
year’s figure, Silapan said dengue to keep their surroundings free from 
5 Cases increased by about 500 per- stagnant water and tall grasses as 
ions, rebels soldiersclashedin Data ZAMBOANGA CITY—A total of cent. from three to 165 casesin May, this was the only solution lo stop 
Pang Mamaia do Geh fan, 434 Cases of dengue feverhavebeen from four to 157 cases in June, and the outbreak. 

uy DG iO Aron: Gud twp Tecorded in Westem Mindanao from 18 to 62 casesuptothesecond “Fumigation is not the permanent 
essen ei rete aid two since January. Four of the patients weekof July. answer but cleanliness in the sur- 
battle on Monday. have died. Tn Sorsogon, the cases could in- roundings," he said. 

Ando said soldiers of the 37th Infan- Despite the statistics, health offi- crease in August to September, the He warned that a dengue epidemic 
try Battalion were responding to civil. cials are insisting that only adengue peak season for the spread of the might hit the city again, like what hap- 
ian reports on the sightings of armed Outbreak, not an epidemic, has oc- disease, Mortega said. pened in 1998 "Our resistance to this 
men in a remote village in Datu Piang curred. From July 18to July 23 alone, the kind of disease is already at zero level,’ 
‘when they were ambushed by suspected The Department of Health's number of persons affected rose "i po 
MILF rebels. Center of Health Development said from 29 to 34, an increase of one — UPS ihe. initiative of Councilor 

‘Wounded were Pfe. RogerCalabroso the victims were as young as 4 a a day. vertens ae e coe nd 
and fc Randy Clanerr Se ia nec m yg m É pma dix asked forthe procurement of more fog- 

In nearby Barangay PidtigulaginSK children below 5 years old. Measures aaea I 
Pendatun town, Army Special Forces ^ In Sorsogon province, dengue _ Lourdes Labiano, health director 8, 


: iso endorsed a proposal for a 
andrebelsalsofipuredinashootouon fever has afflicted 34 persons, one for Westem Mindanao, said meas- longterm effort io male Eontoonsn 
Monday morning. of whom died, according to Maita ures have been drawn up to address City disease-free through a sustained 


Mortega, coordinator of the Pro- the problem of dengue fever, an acute and coordinated education campaign 
vincial Dengue Prevention and infectious viral disease that usually focusing on cleanliness, sanitation, 
Control Program. affects infants and young children. proper awareness and correct medical 
‘The lone fatality was recorded in In a report to Zamboanga City management of common diseases. 
Bulan towa. Mayor Ma. Clara Lobregat, Labiano In Sorsogon, the Task Force Den- 
Dr. Rogelio Silapan, Zamboanga identified Tumaga as the barangay eae aes 
AR es som bec B examining dengue-conducive 
City health officer, said during a d th the most number of cases, fol- lance by examining dengue conducive 
The provincial health office said a 
dengue task force should be formed in 


Eid Kabalu, MILF spokesperson, 
said there was no encounter but only 
military operations against Moro rebels 
who have been observing a cessation of 
hosts since the resumption of peace 
talks in June. 

“They have been attacking us left 
aaae podbehu logue with the city council lastweek lowed by San Jose, where swamps 
eb he nepoto in Malayaa. ^ that although most of dengue cases have become the breeding ground 

Eae neninn cease Both Were registered in the city, “this is of dengue-carrier mosquitoes. 

a ae anei ley mec amiy not yet of epidemic proportions.” Other affected villages Were oyes municioeity end an information 
ihey will fire (a) each other” Kabalu  Silapan said only four cases were Talon-Talon, Campo Islam, Sta. campaign should be launched in every 
Said Edwin Fernandez, PDI Mindanao reported in January, but the number Maria, Sta. Catalina, Baliwasan, barangay. Wilh a report from Emir 
Bureau increased when therainscame inMay. Canelar and Labuan. Gamis, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


QUAKE MEMORIAL TOOTS SOBERANO 
Angel Villaralbo and other members of the Baguio 
Correspondents and Broadcasters Club headed by lawyer and 
inoumen correspondent Delmar Cariño plant over 200 pine tree 
saplings at the Busol Watershed in Baguio City to commemorate 
those who died during the 1990 earthquake. 


Gloria to honor 
pact with rebels 


RAPE AND PLUNDER OF THE FILIPINO PEOPLE!!! 


"The cement industry provides another interesting example when price deregulation and import liberalization are not enoug 


to promote competition. Having a history of a govemment-sponsored cartel in the industry, a high weight-o-value nature, 
high transportation and handling costs which offer natural protection against imports plus the fact that there are no real substitutes 
for cement (lumber is more expensive), the industry was able to engage in tacit price fixing as it has increased its prices 


continuously since 1999 in a simultaneous manner amidst a situation of excess supply, overcapacity, and weak demand." 


Philippine Institute of Development Studies 
Page B-4 Manila Bulletin, July 8, 2001 


AN URGENT APPEAL TO HER EXCELLENCY 


PRES, MACAPAGAL ARROYO 


Your Excellency, at the height of the Asian Financial crisis, 
LAFARGE, CEMEX, BLUE CIRCLE and HOLDERBANK 
(Big Four global cement players) acquired 92% of the 


Philippine cement industry. The Big Four, together with 
other multinationals now control 93.2% of Indonesian plant 


capacity, 56.2% of Malaysia,36.5% of Korea and 35.6% 
of Thailand.’ 


Immediately after the Big Four consolidated ownership of 
the Philippine cement plants, cement prices skyrocketed by 
115% in 1999 (From P45 per bag in 1998 to P97 per bag in 
1999) despite low demand. Now the current price is P145 
per bag! This, despite the fact, that cement is made mostly 
of indigenous materials which are our natural resources. 


While the Filipinos are charged with the unconscionable price 
of P145 per bag of cement, the Big Four were exporting 
millions of tons of Philippine-made cement to other countries 
at P35 to P40 per bag] iv 


With their global capacities, network and financial might, the 
Big Four can certainly toy around with the current miniscule 
Philippine market of 11 million tons per annum. Relevant 
Statistics are as follows: 


Market . Cement M 
pm ii “a 
1 Switzerland | — 9106 90m 
2 |laFage | France 8386 82m 
3 |Cemex Mexico 5801 65m 
4 | Blue Circle — | UK 5257 45m 


While the Filipino people can see the impact of oil, gas, 
electricuty and water directly in their bills and pump prices, 
increases in cement prices are invisible to ordinary Filipinos. 
These cement price increases show up, eventually in the 


World 


Rank Company Hone 


County 


Holderbank 


price of low-cost houses, rental space in buildings, less 
kilometers of farm to market roads, high cost of tolls, less of 
the much needed public infrastructures (public school buildings, 
bridges, etc.). As a result, the cement producers in the country 
are free to equate their interests with national interest (by 

citing loss of jobs/investments/local taxes) without generating 
much in the way of grassroots opposition. 


We condemn the continuing price increase of cement 
implemented in a harmonious fashion amidst excess supply 

and overcapacity in the industry. During the past 4 months 
cement prices again increased by 30%, 

We ask your Excellency's help to conduct an impartial 
investigation of 

Retailers for possible abuse of monopoly powers and restraint 
of trade practices commited against the Filipino people in flagrant 
Violation of our laws and Constitution. 


Prosecute those found guilty of these trade malpractices! 


MATERIALS..... BY DOING SO, WE WILL: 


- GIVE HOPE TO THE ASPIRATION OF MILLIONS OF 
HOMELESS FILIPINOS TO HAVE A HOME! 


- GIVE FULLFILLMENT TO THE DREAM OF MILLIONS 
OF FILIPINO FARMERS TO HAVE FARM TO MARKET ROADS! 


- MAXIMIZE THE SCARCE RESOURCES OF 
GOVERNMENT IN PROVIDING THE MUCH NEEDED PUBLIC 
INFRASTRUCTURES FOR THE COUNTRY'S DEVELOPMENT! 


CONSUMERS UNION OF THE PHILIPPINES, INC. (CUP) 


CONFEDERATION OF HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 

FOR REFORMS IN GOVERNANCE AND ENVIRONMENT, INC. 
(CHARGE, Homeowners) 

| Barrie Cooklintercem, Projected 2001 capacities, 

! Merrill Lynch Research, prices and exchange rates at 17/08/2000 

Ñ penill Lynch Research 

in Year 2000, local cement industry exported 35 million bags of cement. 


By CARLA GOMEZ 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


BACOLOD CITY—President Macapagal-Arroyo 
will honor the peace agreement reached by the 
Estrada administration with the Rebolusyonar- 
yong Partido ng Manggagawa-Pilipinas (RPN- 
P) and the Revolutionary Proletarian Army-Alex 
Boncayao Brigade (RPA-ABB). 

To enforce the agreement, the President wil 
soon issue an executive order creating a Joint 
Enforcement and Monitoring Committee, accort- 
ing to National Security Adviser Roilo Golez. 

"The President is honoring the peace agree- 
ment signed in December in Don Salvador 
Benedicto town by then Agriculture Secretarr 
Edgardo Angara and Nilo de la Cruz for the RPM- 
P,” Golez told reporters here Saturday. 

Golez, who heads a panel formed by the Presi 
dent to review the agreement, said his group was 
finalizing a report to the President that included s 
draft of the executive order. 

‘The RPM-P is the political arm of the RPA- 
ABB. The bulk ofits forcesis in Negros Occidental 

The RPM-P and RPA-ABB was formed in the 
mid-1990s by rebel leaders led by De la Cruz who. 
broke away from the Communist Party of the Phil- 
ippines-New People's Army over ideological dif- 
ferences. 

Golez said the Macapagal administration would 
also honor the commitment to grant P500 million in 
development fund for projects in areas identified 
by the RPM-P as its “strongholds.” 

The projects will be implemented over three 
years, according to Golez. 

‘A big portion of the fund will go to Negros 
Occidental, he said, where projects jointly identi- 
fied by the government and the RPM-P and RPA- 
ABB will be implemented by concemed govern- 
ment agencies. 

Golez said the government would also honor 
the granting of permits to carry firearms to 100 
RPM-P and RPA-ABB members “for security rea- 
sons.” 

Tt will also grant amnesty and allocate P20 mil- 
lion in re-entry funds for RPA-ABB members, he. 
said. 

Golez said he would expect a more positive 
‘outcome once the government and the RPM-P 
resume their peace talks. “The negotiations with 
the RPA-ABB is not as complicated as the one 
with the CPP-NPA,” he said. 


Baguio prepares 
for new migrants 


BAGUIO CITY—An inter-agency intelligence shar- 
ing council is preparing the Cordillera for a new wave 
of migrants from Mindanao where military opera- 
tions against Abu Sayyaf bandits are ongoing. 

‘The council also asked the local government here to 
contain any anti-Moro sentiment that the migration 
might trigger. 

Chief Supt. Virtus Gil, police regional director, 
who chaired Friday's Regional Law Enforcement Co- 
Ordinating Council session, said the wave was the 
likely consequence of combined military and police 
assaults on the bandit group that continues to hold at 
least 20 remaining hostages. 

This resort city hosts over 5,000 mostly Maranao 
migrants, many of whom had fled war-torn provi 
in Mindanao since 1976. Mindanao migrants suppos- 
edly number close to 9,000 all over Northern Luzon. 

Gil said the police were not too concerned about 
Abu Sayyaf remnants blending with the rest of the 
migrants. 

"There is the possibility that Abu Sayyaf mem- 
bers will try to blend (with the community). They 
have relatives here, I am sure. Many of the refugees 
will probably come from Basilan and Sulu. That is 


‘But the police are very cautious about fueling an 
anti-Muslim sentiment, That is not the direction 
ple should take, 1 know how people will immedi 
suspect Muslims, so the police will be more concerned 
‘about toning down remarks against them,” he snid. 

Early this month, Baguio police held a suspected 
member of the Moro National Liberation Front but 
released him afer a brief interrogation, 

Vincent Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
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WANTED: SURVIVAL KIT 


Pinoy OFWs, 


BY AMADÍS MA. GUERRERO 


KYAT Barko!” Sometimes 

when a ship docks at a port 

abroad, sex workers board the 
vessel to offer their services to lonely, 
homesick sailors. Often, many of these 
sailors are Filipinos. 

“There are seamen who cannot resist these, 
particularly after months of separation from their 
loved ones,” said one Filipino seafarer. 

“However, some do not get girls because they 
think about their families; they do not want to 
become sick, and they want to keep their money.” 

Another sailor worried about the changing 
climate, storms, and the possibility of fire in 
the high seas “because there is no place to flee 
from these.” 

“Baka magkasakit ako (I might get sick),” 
added another sailor. 

A third was anxious about “what happens to 
my family and what stupid things they get into." 
"Their situation was risky; would they ever return 
to their families? They prayed a lot (“hanggang 
langit”). 

The land-based overseas Filipino workers 
(OFWs) feared delayed salaries (“quite often in 
Saudi," said onc) and bouncing checks, the pos- 
sibility of not returning to the Philippines be- 
cause of war breaking out in West Asia, and the 
strict laws in some Islamic countries 

One worker helped six women employees es- 
cape from employers who maltreated them. 

These are just some of the salient points raised 
in Focus Group Discussions (FGDs), conducted. 
by a group led by Dr. Florence Macagba Tadiar 
for the Women's Media Circle Foundation Inc., 
among 42 male seafarers and land-based OFWs. 

Al participants were from Northern and Cen 
tral Luzon. 

The FGDs were held in San Fernando City, 
La Union, and in Quezon City. 

Objectives 

The project sought to determine the sexual 
behavior/practices and attitudes of OFWs when 
abroad, knowledge about sexually transmitted 
diseases (STDs) and related problems, and atti- 
tudes toward infected persons. 

It would draw recommendations from the 
OFWs on measures to promote their health and 
that of their families, and prevent diseases. 

It aimed to list ideas for messages and materials 
to be included in a survival kit and, as well, activi- 
ties that would prevent sexually transmitted infec- 
tions (STIs) and HIV-AIDS among the OFWs. 

“One thing that perhaps is missed by our 
policy-making officials is the importance of help- 
ing these OFWs to prevent HIV-AIDS and STI,” 
the report said. "Already, the statistics show a. 
large percentage of HIV-positive Filipinos 
among OFWs.” 

As of March this year, the Department of 
Health's National Epidemiology Center reported 
that of the 1,480 HIV cases reported since 1984, 
387 (26 percent) were OFWs, and many of them 
(37 percent) were seafarers. 

Heterosexual contact remained the predomi- 
nant mode of transmission. 

Many of the respondents were aware of the 
facts about STD and HIV-AIDS, while some 
had misconceptions about transmission and pre- 
vention of infection. 

‘They were fearful of infecting their wives 
and children upon their return home, but this 
did not prevent some from engaging in extra- 
marital activities while abroad, 

Once they were on land, the behavior and attitudes 
of the seamen were no different from those of the 
Jand-based workers. 

But the seafarers felt they were at a disadvantage, 
that their situation was more risky, being more vul- 
nerable io the hazards at sea, such as storms and 
accidents 

When their ship docked, the seamen bought phone 
cards and then had a good time in the ports. The more 
cautious just stayed in the ship, kept themselves busy, 
chatted with companions ("kwentuhan"), and spent 
time in prayer. 

Sexual life 

‘The two groups shared information about their 
sexual life abroad, the experiences often being sit 
lar. Some of the responses bordered on the risque, 
evoking images from bold Filipino movies before the 
recent, latest clampdown. 

For example, they would change positions during 
intercourse or watch bold movies on video to stimu- 
Jue sexual activity. During the early days, when there 
‘was no video, they would look at pornographic pic- 
tures, follow the various positions shown, and then 
play with themselves. 

Sometimes the Akyat Barko girls the Pinoys used 
brought them materials and instruments to enhance 
sexual pleasure or prolong erection, such as bolita, 
concorde, Indian warrior, silicone, balahibo, pilik- 
‘mata, and cream preparation. 

One said only the Filipinos used bolitas, placed 
there by themselves or by Filipino doctors and nurses 
asa "sideline." 

Upon returning home, however, great was the dis- 
appointment of these men when their angry wives 
demanded that they remove those tiule balls from 
their sexual equipment that caused them so much pain 
during sexual intercourse. 

Some of the married men had a Jive-in partner in 
the work area, while others would look for a 
and attractive Filipina” and ry to establish a rela 
ship with them. 

“Siyempre, kailangan ng katawan natin ‘yon (out 
of course, our bodies need that)" said one. Other 


More dangerously, some used drugs, including the 
women, who would initiate the sexual act. Intake of 
Pharmaton and other vitamins was believed to ener- 
size the couple. 

Sometimes it is the women who would pursue the 
men and—would you believe—give them flowers, 
“contrary to what is practiced in the Philippines,” the 
report said. 

‘One respondent claimed some women would look 
for other partners even after just giving birth. 

If the women did not understand English, sign 
language was used to negotiate the price. Not all of 
them played around, as there were those who were 
faithful to their wives back home. 

Some of the respondents also admitted that they 


seamen sing the blues 


would resort to “Maryang Palad” (masturbate). But 
the seafarers denied that they engaged in same-sex 
relationships in the ship. 

How did the respondents feel about certain sexual 
practices, such as the use of instruments? Opinion 

sd. There were those who found it degrad- 
3 “masagwa,” “kabawasan ng kakayahan 
ng lalaki. 

Others were more sanguine: “Normal, okay lang. 
libangan lang, to avoid being hotheaded.” Even afier 
working late at night ("puyar"), one becomes ener- 
gized after sex, can work better ("ganado") or is 
happier ("like change-oil) 

One respondent believed that "to avoid getting 
sick, just ("Maryang Palad")" 


Standardized 
and Low-Priced. 


Prolong your Mitsubishi vehicle's life with ease. 
Now Mitsubishi has one uniform, low price for Periodic 
Maintenance Service at all Metro Manila Mitsubishi dealers. 
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Cost (Php) Cost (Php) 
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MITSUBISHI 
MOTORS 


FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, CALL UP FOR AN APPOINTMENT: 


CITIMOTORS - Makati - Tel. 810-2510 Fax 810-2510 CITIMOTORS - Las Pinas - Tels. 874-8002, 873-3959, 873-3956, 874-8003 DIAMOND MOTOR - Boni Serrano 
Ave. - Tels. 723-298, 723-5388 Fax 723-3378 DIAMOND MOTOR - Quezon Ave. - Tel. 414-9437 Fax 414-9438 DIAMOND MOTOR - Marcos Highway - Tels. 681-4107, 
645-4801 Fax 681-4141 DIAMOND MOTOR - Valle Verde, E. Rodriguez Jr. Ave. - Tel. 671-9590 Fax 671-9594 DIAMOND MOTOR - Fairview Tels. 418-2972, 418-3011 
UNION MOTOR CORP. - Paco, Manila, 1760 Dra. P. Guazon SI. -Tels. 563-8481 Fax 564-5691 UNION MOTOR CORP. - Tondo, Manila 2041-43, Jose Abad Santos St. 
“Tels, 253-1372 Fax 253-1370 MITSUBISHI MOTORS BALINTAWAK - Tel. 330-8928 Fax 330-5434 


comments were "Normal lang, even if you have a 
wife at home" and "life would be boring, the lon 
ness would be too much to bear (without women). 
"The men would drink beer or ginseng to heighten 
sexual pleasure, and to make them and their pariners 
py” and thus "forget problems." 


PHILIPPINE-DAILY INQUIRER: 


Peso, stocks tumble one day after ‘Sona’ 


(From page A1) ‘The Dow Jones index of blue-chip — pine financial markets. from the President. They were expect- P30,000 fine to suspension of certain ernment of much-needed revenue. 
industrial stocks slo fell 152.23 pointe “Investors are skeptical over how ing more concrete measures" said fund market transactions. "The BIR, according tothe source, 
eigners sold P218.59 million worth of to 10,424.42 while the broader Sand- the government intends (o finance manager Vanessa Lim of UCPB Trust, A high govemment official said Fi- would run after the same banks that 
stocks and only bought P212.17 mil- ard & Poor's 500 index shed 19.82 projects outlined by the President in which handles over P30 billion. nance Secretary Jose Isidro Camacho the central bank was also investigat- 
lion. points to 1,191.03. her speech,” said KGI Securities vice Inher speech, Ms Macapagal urged had also ordered BIR Commissioner ing. The BSP earlier said it had found 
"The peso hit an intraday low of ` Roberto Cano, a stock analyst at — president Fritz Aclan. Congress (o speed up the passage of Rene Banez to investigate whether more than 10 foreign and local banks 
sdb averaged 53.352 against te BPI Securities, sad the PSE Index "While her goals are doable, inter- bills to strengthen the financial sys- banks found speculating against the violating its foreign exchange policies. 
lar. Volume was thin at $36.2 mil- would fall further if it did not retrace est in the local stock market remained tem. The pending economic bills she peso had paid the appropriate taxes. The central bank has threatened to 
lion compared to $110 million on its break below 1,370. flat due to doubts over the govern- wants passed include measures to sim- “The government is really serious cut by half to $5,000 the limit that 
Monday. Wee looking sta trading range ments ability to fulfill its promises,”  plify the tax system to broaden the on going after these speculators. Aside banks and ther clients can buy with- 
"The indonesian rupiah, on the other of 1,270-1,300 if the index fails to go  Acian added. Collection base and the implementa- from the penalties 1O be imposed by out the required documents, 
hand, surged 10 percent while the Ja- beyond the 1.370 level," he said. ‘Stock analyst Jose Vistan of AB tion of an anti-money laundering law. the BSP, the BIR would also run after A week ago, the peso fell to a day 
ana stock market rose 2 percent fol- Mixed reaction Capital Securities said the market was Ms Macapagal said the government them for any tax liabilities” said the — low of 54345 to the greenback but 
towing Wahid's fal. Even so, Ms Macapagal’s speech taking a wait-and-see altitude. would continue its drive to help farm- official who asked not to be identified. aggressive intervention by the BSP 
do Pineda, research head of drew mix reactions om analysie and "The market needs more convine- ers benefit fromthe coconut levy fund. According tothe official, Camacho brought the currency back to P53.71 
First Orient Securities, said the over- brokers. ing. Right now we have problems from Investigate banks suspects that these banks not only and even stronger to 53.15 on Friday. 
night slump of US stocks also soured Harry Lui of Summit Securities said abroad and the pesos direction is still  — She also denounced the speculative made money from speculative attacks With reports from Clarissa S. Batino, 
Tuesday's Wadingatthelocalexchange. the President outlined the reforms a major concern,” Vistan said. activity in the currency market that has On the peso but also cheated the gov. AP, and Reuters 
‘Amid worries over poor corporate needed to put the Philippine economy Analysts said Ms Macapagal's severely weakened the peso in recent 
earnings and the weakening US back onits fe epee ats eps BS | Ween PeecuaiUR. tie DARE = 
economy, the Nasdaq Composite In- "But it's not a tomorrow-morming economic agenda, which centered on fo curb speculation, the Bangko Gl D I k 
Sex of echnology stocks fel 4081 fix. If we siar moving instead of talk. providing jobs, housing, food, and Sentral ng Pilipinas laid down penal- oria: now... 
points to 1,988.56, breaching the 2,000 ing, it can be done,” Lui Education to the ties for banks aggressively trading in 
Tevel for the first time in two weeks ‘But doubters abound in the Philip. “T guess people expected too much foreign exchange, ranging from a 


. (From page A1) two weeks. 
é , , le, of the P20-i orl ots Macapagal 
One vote and you’re out podere E E Ee Tio 
SE HE ist Deep eel 
: Sy oes haw etapa cua? pases pepe 
(From page Al) that the PPC was solidly behind Drilon. House majority leader, will automati- peers because he may be appointed she said. "She is so Erap (Estrada) in every 
President Macapagal shrugged off cally assume the chairmanship of the senior vice chair of Andaya, Zubiri and ‘As for the P20 billion for housing, way except for her style,” said 
puse en iron eu Oe e ie ean ee 
a a e E tcp e peser 
DAT "is rwM emere. poner dde p ee crm 
Osmefia said there were more The opposition, who fielded As part of its concessions to the bagged the chairmanship of the com- Pimentel called Ms Macapagal a “These are mere piecemeal solutions 
joining the majority group because of ing in the Senate. Spice Boys ‘Cebu Rep. Simeon Kintanar, who male version of Speaker Jose de 
Cee embed E ACTI starter force ne militant atero soup 
‘A matter of time Seule the chairmanship of at least 48 franchise chair while Surigao del Norte unlil after the committees were consti- targets too difficult to meet, Ms Estrada trapped in a woman's body" 
ope Se ES ee See Se 
Tele pe Cait es ae Gere Pea Ar eie 
Sen. Edgardo Angara interjected. Mandaluyong Rep. Neptali not to take any chairmanship but will the committees. With a report from  "Hówdoyoustatifyoudonossy But in San Pablo City, Fr. Philip. 
But Sen. Renato Cayetano assured Gonzales Jr. aller being designated nevertheless be the alter ego of his Juliet L. Javellana what you want? Didn't they want to Atienza, social action director of the 


a know the direction? | gave the direc- Diocese, said the Sona impressed him. 
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yh | and Personal Equity Retirement Actfor “Edsa IV” uprising, 
m 
^ 


capital development. There is also a “That Edsa IV is not in the main- 


Li Li AN 
need for a law to implement a gross stream (of society). The mainstream is 
re) pl 
ow i “Op eee sa le ase 
LPS 
m -— The President said her Sona wasnot tem had been consolidated with her ad- 


Liza Maza, who will represent 
Bayan Muna in the House of Repre- 


Crispin Beltran, another Bayan 
Muna representative, said no matter 
how good the President's speech 
sounded, social equity would remain a 
dream for Filipinos for as long as the 
government continued pushing for free 


‘Not an impossible dream "The President said the political sys- 
ee ae Ot creer DE epus 

| fied. Our people are looking for direc- emors and mayors 
Scr quA 
a e EL (as area a eae 
Jar na = h F peer er crie 
5 eqq ERE 
2-day vance Purchase Fares pev bI aT 

— - - = pipe zu 

VEU, PE Emila Boda Cre nationwide site they tat 
ES ER ; = Ene be e eite 
— - ^ — " 1 meet its budget deficit targets despite — is why | am saying that they are not in. 
ISD MIB EN MR pee pur EL E EE eee 
e A Oa MR. : : pee pipe edu 
: E^ x ETE, egri cw pes» Cai tad scm fen wide 
ee eee er 
ORE RUPES my Senas the President mil il re 
epis M E fon Anea Tread Erhart 
Drena p Soon Boana. fa Men Della T. Malar and 
Seuss ate c be pokes eee omes D. fona, POI Southern 


salini Pra : already funded in the 2001 budget and Luzon Bureau; and Jhus 
ILOILO-CEBU vice L 2 Gier woul be funded in the 2002 Napullaca and Kathy 1. Navarro, PDI 


MANILA/ROXAS vice-vers: x 

CEBU/DAVAO vice-versa Real soap: Mom... 
CEBU/ZAMBOANGA vice-versa 4 

ZAMBOANGA/DAVAO vice-versa EE : (From page A1) rently under the custody of the Depart- 


ment of Social Welfare and Develop- 
— vendor and resident of 17 Esguerra St, ment because she is a minor. She 
MANILA/BACOLOD vice-versa 2 ee Barangay South Triangle for her only claims to be 17 years old. 


child, Vergel, nicknamed Boboy, fi- When Castro was arrested, Boboy 


MANILA/ILOILO vice-versa Ka nally ended afier the boy was presented was not with her. 


to her by the police last week. ‘Autempis to locate him were futile. 


‘budget to be submitted to Congress in Visayas Bureau 


$ The mesi beween mother and, Last Thursday; the draping was 
Reine : son took place in a fast-food restau- featured on the GMA-7 program “Ex- 
MANILA/CEBU vice-versa 


rant and was arranged by the Criminal tra, Extra" wherein the distraught 


MANILA/TACLOBAN vice-versa Investigation and Detection Group of widow was interviewed and the pic- 


the Philippine National Police. ture of Boboy was shown. 


‘The mother broke ito tears as she "In Barangay Licao-Licao San Jose 
MANILA/KALIBO vice-versa A took her eld imo her arms, Chief del Monte. Bulacan, a couple was 
MANILA/DUMAGUETE vice-versa Supi. Nesorio Gualberto, CIDG head, watching the television program. 

Sad yesterday. Spouses Carito and Liberty Daria 
Guslbert said that Boboy had been had Veen taking care of a boy who was 


MANILA/CAGAYAN de ORO vice-versa passed on to two families before he given to hem by their cousin Florida 
MANILA/DAVAO vice-versa The mother's sightmare stared No one knew the boy's identity. 
E z last November when a stranger who le was brought to Soleta's house. 
MANILA/ZAMBOANGA vice-versa 7 x identified herself as Ernalyn Castro in Cubao, Quezon City, by Soleta's 
: Showed up at Rer house and applied former maid, Gingging Andes (who 
PM as a maid, was actually Casto) 
ILOILO/DAVAO vi y Samos declined to uke ter in, But- "The maid worked for Soleta in A 
ice-versa she allowed Casto to spend the night gust but she lef afer a few days 
y T ni after the latter claimed she was suffer- Months later, the maid came back, with 
ing fom a slight lines the boy in tow. She lefi at once, leav- 
When she woke up the next day, ing the boy beliind: 
santos was shocked to discover thi" When the maid (Castro) failed to 
Al tts ae REFUNDABLE, REROUTABLE and UPGRADABLE to valki higher fare ypes AT nnd SF CEBU PACIFIC Eo had et and had uken Boboy return Soleta desided vo bring the chil 
Tetens are NON TRANSFERRABLE Sith her. io the Darias in Bulacan, 
Soaking and rebooting requirements for 2-Day Avance Purchase ares must svety be Santos reported the matter to the When the coupe saw Boboy's pic- 
aatend. Cased bootngreied i Pa Summit polceand ht ease wes handled bythe sue Mashed on “Extn Ext” thy 
2 i en an studen so opo n ib Natonal Capial Region of kew, wa the same boy, tioy Dad 
ron ea ees agel Many Happy Returns ne police made a eim Pih baot 10 NS mether ecd 


< wen they arrested Casto, who went ihe poli 5 " 
| Sy the aliases Irene Abrea, Rogiebie Just liken soaps, there was a happy 
Note: AI fares do not include government tax. They are subject to CAB approval and may change without & e Call 636-4938 y » n 
s noli. CMS fre 380 oar regular Secouns are appicabe against normal fares on E Ypanto and Gingging Artades, on ending to this story. 
cee es ar cern aa E LAS es oe Z) JÀ the Sates Azone nearest you Mays Mother and zoa wore reunited and 
== \werw.cobupactficalr.com ‘Castro, a native of Barangay Bagtic — the bad guy (in this case, the bad girl) 
in Mabinay, Negros Occidental is cur- was caught, 
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Opposition trains guns on Mike A 


(From page A1) telephone conversation. vent her husband from termined with his desta- criminal complaint Come Check it out Sf 


Hethowd marker caving. The moral bilizaton plot conje.  sgainst him. 
dent Macapagal conversation wih coursesfaction forher tures He's going louse "No malier how you 
Le. age. Rodrigo was taped.” ° to do js toimmediately tara comfortable ex: look ai his leaving for 
tion," he said. “If it was Woman with submit him to an inde- cuse for any accusation the US could also be in- Ti eN w 
erent, pride Rodrigo, pendent cogrestonal of wrongdoing sgsinst_ tepudisalomoier he Ne 

Principe respondent, yypROGTiBO,, Ervesigstionintead of the” administration: cape from the plum 
x ving ag mee just giving him an in- Neat but not a credible congressional probe. Is 
Hd heres a wies qofiitingtne ables on just giving hi t but not eiii 


i im," mb acquittal,” he alibi it nota sign of guilt?” he 
euo co eee ee mL t. nd for that, he be- sid 


He investigation should QOAMIK Cl ML a n, 
Rodrigo accused Ar. iie investigation should "E tena also called i paranoi 

royoandtiresotnesof Sat With the woman on Congres fo conduct Palace occupant,” he den Macapagal-Arroyo, 
receiving money in ex- paned to the office of a honest-to-goodness added has probably, orders 
change for recalling tbe residential Legislative independent investiga- Fortaleza also Mr, Arroyo to lie low for 
resident's veto of a tion, scoffed at Mr. Arroyo's a while till the heat of 5 ` 
tslecommunication fane Claudio. 5. It should be their Siim hat only a simple the exposé simmers Cool looks. Hip showbands. Great food and drinks. 
chise. gees first official businessof "misunderstanding" down,” Baybay said ina 

Angara said opposi- . Rodrigo, despheher al. the day to erase all Uisge iheemposé , suem o ya Opens July 27, 2001. 
appropriate resolutions legation thal it was eu Ot finess of whistleblower Rodrigo during the ime of de- Call 819-0645 for more information. 
$0 tha the Senate blue ceived the money, had Malacaang to lead the regi firm im Ber PP B 
ribbon committee ean Fefysed to name ths per- People. And if not, "PES Noel Baybay, guicanen into One bi 

conduct an inquiry imo son who supposedly _ there's really no diffe’ ganaras- Southern Ti Dice LI] 


handed the money to scrape te esha e vri EBENE 
But the inquiry will fer husband. — ^. galog chair, has di But during th HOTEL 


“Bat the ES Ur dee of mer aE : 

bayeta; Mr, e Ma Macapagal en present Mong at Me An Scat Aus INTERCONTINENTAL 

itedSistesiaa “ised the question Toyo has no intention of now tuming it into one 

for the United States last concerning the woman is now clear why “fleeing” because of the big business enterprise.” No. 1 Ayala Avenue, 1226 Makati Cy 

E whom Rodrigo accom- Mr. Arroyo was too de- absence of amy formal he added. 
ion. panied to Claudio's of- 

Ms Macapagal dis- fice to check on the 
missed speculations that status of the franchise 
fer uibem piesa fit 
dase de opas 

peee 
ne iue 
meget rel prs 


nt 'ranspor- - 
Mi i hel eee Deparment of Transpor: 
cue p rives You 
pb D M 


"That woman, accord- 
ing to Ms Macapagal, 
was a consultant of the 


earlier radio interview ix tan was biosie to 
that she resigned fom fhe office of Gabby 
her Palace post after Claudio is a consultant 
learning that Mr. Ar- cr something or other of 
rayo—in a July 17 radio the DOTC," she said. 
interview—aceased her UC DOT, she said. 
of ceiving bribe tat has to be inves 
Tit bribe money Sas tpe one wh recon, 
kein) so utum mended for the franchise 
fe ise to be vetoed, so this girl 
bill that would have 10, vetoed. so tie git 
given a firm report- policy. And besides, 
aly owned by Jaime ‘hat business does she 
Dichaves to put up 4. have to follow up for a 
Clearing house forele awe to follow up for a 
Tular phone compa- Rivets, ona. 
nies, The President was ap- 
Rodrigo said Mr. paremiiy relening oa 
Arroyo's interview Po Majou Nuñez, whom 
to accuse him and three Rodrigo had identified in 
Diis ende of POSK the woman whom she 
eting the money. She companied to Claudio's 
was being made a Caid 
“tcapegont,” she °t should be im- 
In a radio interview Vestigated because she 
Mr es works for the DOTC." 
yesterday pith Joe the President reiterated 
was asked if she had Not credible al 
talked to Rodrigo after In Lucena City the 
her allegations about - militant Sanlakas ester 
Mr. Arroyo came outin ` day sud the US iip of 
the open, Mr. Arroyo is not only 
“After that (inter- about taking 2 break but 
view with Mike Ar. also to evade the heat 
Toye), she called me up generated by the accusa- 
and sworeatme. He(e- tons against him 
fering to Mr. Anoye) -. Wilson. Fortaleza, 
Wants war, she said 1 Sanlakas president, took 
don't think he wants President Macapagal o 
war, I said. thik heis task for allowing her 
doing that because he husband to leave. 
was asked about the text. He said the President 
messages,” Ms has no right to call on 
Macapagal said. the citizenry Tor a re 
Laler in an inter- ` newed crusade. against 
view with Tina gralt and coruption as 
Monzon-Palma, the she had stated in her 
President said that State ofthe Nation Ad- 
Rodrigo was “so am- dress. 
gy” atthetime oftheir ^ "OMA should pre- 


Erap... 


(From page A1) 


Arroyo. 

“All those proposals of hers, it all comes down to 
money. If she doesn't have money, then she can't do 
anything. It is difficult to make promises if you 
„don't have any money," Estrada said in an interview 
at the Veterans Memorial Medical Center where he 
has been detained for wo and a half months. 

Despite his criticism, Estrada said: “I was happy 
about some of the projects like the housing, the 
hectares (for land reform), the 1 million jobs. They 
were among the programs that | was working on 
before I stepped down as president” 

One of Estrada's key allies, Senate Minority 
Floorleader Edgardo Angara, said that he would op- 
pose any move io pass new taxes to fund Ms 
Macapagal's proposals. 

Expression of concern 

Estrada's lawyers yesterday also criticized Presi- p> 
Simt it iem oberon e e Performance. 

“Clearly, the most powerful official in the land, E i 
who can appoint and promote officials, is seeking to There are great demands on people in my line of work. | travel 
influence this Honorable Division,” the defense a 
yers said in a paper fi the Sandiganbayan. il —road -viiti 5 
“i te Sone ste üs m es E dere almost 400 kilometers a day or no road — visiting provinces 
ive inte ese against ormer Padia te- for medical missions and relief operations. It's tough, even for 
sep! a. : e E Y 

“af there were times that | showed concern for the my 4x4 vehicle. That's why | insist on using only the best diesel 
personal circumstances of the former President, it is 
not a sign of diminished determination to see justice jne oil — ji 
e Hats out of esr ote isin engine oil - DELO. With DELO, my engine runs smoother and 

ie Segments of our masa who have continued to D 
desti with his personal circumstances," the Presi- 1 can go anywhere to perform my duties without worry. 
dent said in answer to criticisms that she appeared to 
have soften up on Estrada having visited him twice 


and having made available to him comfortable ac- | S 
commodations. S ae Roton 


"How hice it would have been if she had said that j 

she was urging this Honorable Division and all other à Rimpy Bondoc 

Couns all over the land to deal with every case speedily | |p 

Sd e, and mot nly wih one ense involving her Congressman, 

political adversary,” they said in their four-page "ex- s j 

pression of concern" regarding the President's ipocck Y 4th District, Pampanga 
Slap on Ombudsman 

"They noted that speeding up the tial of the 
Estradas was like "asking the Division to slow down 
‘on other cases.” 

"They also said that the President's intention to 
amend the charter of the Ombudsman so he could 
accept the services of private prosecutors was a "di- 
feet Slap" on the Ombudsman. 

"She should also go slow about the private pros- 
ecutors getting involved here, particularly in an ad- 
dress to legislators,” former Sen, Rene Saguisag said 
in the “expression of concen." With reports from 
Donna Cueto, AFP 


ALL THE PRESIDENT 's (center) men and women pose before a Cabinet meeting Tuesday: Standing from left: MMDA Chairman Benjamin Abalos, Presidential Legal Adviser Avelino Cruz Jr., presidential spokesperson Rigoberto 
Tiglao, Presidential Legislative Liaison chief Gabriel Claudio, Presidential Management Staff chief Victoria Garchitorena, Transportation and Communication Secretary Pantaleon Alvarez, Presidential Anti-Poverty Commission chief 
Teresita Deles, National Economic and Development Authority Secretary Dante Canlas, Presidential Adviser on Agricultural Modernization Lito Sarmiento, Presidential Adviser on Political Affairs Joey Rufino, Agrarian Reform Secretary 
Hernani Braganza, Presidential Adviser on Regional Development Paul Dominguez, National Security Adviser Roilo Golez, Energy Secretary Vincent Perez Jr., Department of Science and Technology Secretary Estrella Alabastro, 
‘Appointments Secretary Marita Magpili-Jimenez, Housing on Urban Development Coordinating Council Chair Mike Defensor, and Press Secretary Noel Cabrera. Seated from left are: Budget Secretary Emilia Boncodin, DENR 
Secretary Heherson Alvarez, Health Secretary Manuel Dayrit, DPWH Secretary Simeon Datumanong, DECS Secretary Raul Roco, Finance Secretary Lito Camacho, Executive Secretary Alberto Romulo, Justice Secretary Hernando 


Perez, Agriculture Secretary Leonardo Montemayor, Labor Secretary Patricia Sto. Tomas, Trade Secretary Mar Roxas, Interiorand Local Government Secretary Joey Lina, Tourism Secretary Richard Gordon, and Defense Secretary 
Angelo Reyes. JOANBONDOC 


Dos SE 


COUNT ‘em in, too: 
Opposition 
Senators Sotto, 
Ejercito, Angara. 
and Aquino-Oreta. 


THE MEGA 
Sharon Cuneta, 
now a senator's 
i spouse, busses top 
A BE Sel 3 £ A Ea Senate honcho, 
Ty Re a A Dr $ i S 2 Franklin Drilon. 
‘SHAKY leadership in the Senate is no laughing matter but Senators Pimentel, Cayetano and Senate President Drilon put on happy faces. JESSYUSON “JESS YUSON 


THE MARGINALIZED 
led by party-list Bayan 
Muna Representatives 
Crispin Beltran and 
Satur Ocampo are still 
on the sidelines. 

EDWIN BACASMAS 


Lt: n : ‘THE GOVERNMENT is outin the streets inthe person of housing chair, Mike 
NOT exactly singing in the rain as the protesters carried on under a sea of umbrellas outside the Batasan Pambansa. DENNISSABANGAN Defensor, to listen to the grievances of the people. EDWINBACASMAS 


* 4 


= PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


3 Av] 
ies A 


“SPORTS ON TV Conuceo ov Lorenzo Manouiar 


BILLIARDS: 2001 
BCA Open 9-Ball Cham- 
pionship, Men's Semifi- 
nals at 9 pm. (2) on ESPN 
"TENNIS: A&P Tennis 
Classic Event Finals at 12 
noon (r) on Star Sports 


ATP Tennis Show at | 
pm. (r) on ESPN 
CYCLING: 2001 
‘Tour De France Highlights 
= Stage #15 at 1:30 pm. (£ 
~7:30 pm) on ESPN 
GOLF: PGA B.C. 


Open Third Round al 8 
‘am. (r) on Star Sp 

‘VOLLEYBALL: FIVB 
Beach Volleyball - Italy. 
Open, Women's 3* Place 
Game and Final a midnight 
(0 on Star Sports 


PORTS 


ALS. MENDOZA, Editor [i] EDWIN M. VILLANUEVA, Assistant Editor 


No PBA in SEAG— Barrios 


Ecija MBA 
host; Racela, 
others fined 


Standings 
LBC Baiangas 
Andok's San Juan 


Negros 
Cebuana Lrulliar 
Fedex Laguna 
Nueva Ecla. 
Davao 


Games Today 
(Araullo Centrum Gym, 
‘Cabanatuan City) 

3 pam-—Socsargen vs 
LBC Batangas 
5:30 pm.—Andoks San 
Tuan vs Nuova Ecija 


Secsargen 


LBC Batangas and Andok's San Juan aim to keep their 
lofty perch as they battle separate foes today in the 
first phase of the 2001 MBA season at the Araullo 
Centrum Gym in Cabanatuan City, Nueva Ecija. 

Riding the crest of a pulsating 75-74 home victory 
over the Negros Slashers Sunday, the Blades try to ex- 
tend their amazing run to six as they shoot for their ninth 
win in 11 games against the Socsargen Marlins at 3 p.m. 

Meanwhile, the MBA cracked the whip anew after. 
it penalized LBC Batangas coach Nash Racela, Danny 
Capobres of San Juan, Oliver Bunyi of Nueva Ecija and 
Alwyn Flores of Socsargen with a total fine of P16,000 
for their unsportsmanlike behavior in the past week. 

Flores got the stiffest punishment with an P8,000 
fine and a one-game suspension which takes effect 
today in their game versus LBC Batangas for hitting 
John Montalbo in the face with an open hand and 
‘elbowing Mat Mitchell also of Cebuana Lhuillier, last 
‘week that led to his ejection. 

Capobres was assessed a P4,000 fine for a hard 
foul on Fedex Laguna's Chris Clay, his third offense 
this season after similar offenses against LBC Batangas’ 
Stephen Antonio and Socsargen's Aldrich Reyes in 
past games, 

Racela and Bunyi, on their part, were slapped a 
P2,000 fine each for continuous complaining and el- 
bow-swinging, respectively. 


Fight mars China’s win 


SHANGHAI—A bloody fist fight broke out between 
the men's basketball teams of China and Lebanon at 
the Asian Basketball Championship in Shanghai on 
Monday. 

‘The scuffle was ignited immediately after the Chi- 
nese hosts won, 87-76, ina late evening game of the 
round-robin tournament, said witnesses, including a 
Reuters photographer. 

‘A Chinese player cut a Lebanese opponent twice inthe 
arm with a pair of scissors, one witness alleged. Another 
Lebanese was kicked in the head, witnesses said. Reuters 


Oliver 
chess 


WORLD RECORDS 


Russian Roman Sloudnov reacts alter setting a world record in 
the men’s 100-meter breaststroke semifinal at the World 
Swimming Championships in Fukuoka, Japan, Monday. 
Sloudnov beat American Ed Moses with a record time of 59.94 
Later in the day, Australian star lan "Thorpedo” Thorpe smashed 
his own world record in the final of the men's 800m freestyle with 
a time of 7:39.16. 


NBA’s highest-paid shooting guard 


NEW YORK—The Knicks! Allan Houston now has a larger contract than the ones given 
1o Allen Iverson, Kobe Bryant, Tracy McGrady, Jerry Stackhouse and Vince Carter 
Houston claimed he is beter than all of them afier he signed a six-year, $100 milion 
contract Monday that makes him the highest-paid shooting guard in the c 

(of faces that look confused, bt for me this is all smiles; Houston si. “I promise that New 
York has not scen the best of me yet" Houston averaged 18.7 points last season, his fifth 
with the Knicks. Eleven other NBA shoot i had a higher scoring average. Asked 
Which two-guards around the league were him, Houston said there weren't any. 
"My job now is o make that evident, It's one thing to believe in something and it's 
another thing to go out and execute it” said Houston, an outside shooting specialist. "T 
don't think there's anybody beter at doing the things that I do.” AP 


champion 


OLIVER Dimakiling, a 
member ofthe De La Salle 
Chess Team, topped the 
recently concluded Ist 
National Chess Federa- 
tion of the Philippines 
(NCFP) Open active 
chess championship at 
Egel's Sizzling House, 
Diliman, Quezon City. 
Dimakiling was suo- 
cessful in winning six out 
of seven rounds and a 
draw with Diwa's 
Buhawi Chess champion 
Roland Salvador in the 
Jast round summed up his 
final score of 6.5 points. 
He pocketed a tro- 
phy, a cash prize of 
7,000 and.a round trip 
ticket for two to Cebu 
City with accommo 
tions and city tour cour- 
tesy of Belgosa Media 
Systems Inc. thru Active 
Chess Center of Asia. 
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RITA Elorde, daughter of the legendary Gabriel "Flash" 
Elorde, will make her debut as a professional boxer 
‘when she battles Marissa Alarde on July 28 at the 
Casino Filipino in Parafiaque City. 

Elorde follows inthe footsteps of Laila Ali, Jacqui 
Frazier-Lyde, Freeda Foreman and lrichelle Duran, 
daughters of legendary fighters who are now world 
celebrities oftheir own. 

Alarde herself is the daughter of a former OPBF 


champion. 
Rita and Marissa are to meet in three rounds, 
‘The fight is an undercard of the comeback fight of 
Malcolm Tufiacao, who will face countryman Randy 
Mangubat forthe WBC International flyweight crown. 
“This is an important step toward getting another 
shot atthe worldtitle,” said Tuñacao during yesterday's 
PSA Forum at the Holiday Inn. 
This will be Tufiacao's first bout since he lost his. 


By JUNE NAVARRO 


HERE'S bad news for the warring partes in the Bas- 
ketball Association of the Philippines. 

The PBA won't loan its players to the BAP for the. 
Kuala Lumpur Southeast Asian Games even if the In- 
ternational Basketball Federation (Fiba) reinstate its 
recognition to the trouble-plagued association. 

“We have a standing policy of fielding PBA pl 
ers only in the Asian Games. Unless that polic 
amended, I doubt if that could be accommodated," said 
acting PBA commissioner Sonny Barrios yesterday at 
the PSA Forum. 

Barrios was actually reacting to insinuations of feud- 
ing groups in the BAP—Lito Puyat and Tiny Lit- 
ceral—of forming a team for the SEA Games composed 
of PBA players. 

Barrios said the policy, however, could be super- 
ceded once the PBA board votes for a one-time ex- 
emption on the lending of its players to the RP contin- 
gent bound for the biennial meet. 

“But from where I stand, I don't think it's pos- 
sible. Moreover, the SEA Games coincides with the 
third conference of the PBA," said Barrios. 

‘The import-laced PBA Governors Cup will begin 
‘on Sept. 9, the same day the sports conclave is tipped 
to blast off 

Meanwhile, the PBA board will convene Monday 
next week to decide on the fate of Purefoods, which 
was recently bought by San Miguel Corporation. 

Purefoods has to convince six ofthe nine members 
of the PBA board in order to stay in the league. 

‘The PBA bars any corporate entity to have more 
than two teams in the league, SMC owns Barangay 
Ginebra, San Miguel Beer and Purefoods. 

In danger of disbandment, Purefoods will either 
seek for an indefinite extension or look fora prospec- 
live buyer of its PBA franchise now approximately 
worth P63 million 

"But the problem on the second option lies on 
whether the board will approve the replacement or 
not." said Barrios. 


Mobiline fights for life 


Games Today (Philsports Arena) 
5:15 p.m.—San Miguel vs Mobiline 
7:30 pm.—Alaska vs Sta. Lucia. 


SAN Miguel Beer buckles down to serious business. 
against Mobiline even as Alaska hopes to assert its 
mastery over Sta. Lucia Realty today at the 
quarterfinals of the PBA Commissioners Cup at the 
Philsports Arena. 

Equipped with a twice-to-beat edge not to mention 
their supreme firepower, the Beermen will attempt to 
use the Mobiline Phone Pals as their springboard to 
the semifinals in their 5:15 p.m. encounter. 


NCAA Today 

(Rizal Memorial Coliseum) 
12nn—St. Benilde vs UPHR (jrs/srs) 
3 pam—Letran vs Mapua (jrs/srs) 


Andam deserves 
slot in RP team 


ALTHOUGH he is not 
ts popular to billiards 
fans as Efren "Bat 
Reyer and Francisco 
"Django" Bustamante, 
hardtighting Leonardo 
"Dodong" Andam last 
weck hogged the spot- 
Tight by being the hgh 
tat-placed Pilipino 
player in the recent Ade 
fira World Poot 9-all 
Championship im 
Cari, Wale, won by 
magniicea Mika "The 
Teeman Immonen of 
Finland. 

By reaching the 
quarterfinal round of tbe $300,000 tournament, 
Ji'yesr-old Andam showed he is ins elass with 
Reyes and Bustamante He pocketed $8,500, which 
is aproniatly P430,00, forthe respectable fea. 

Ann s world-class performance in Cardiff i 
proof enough to prod Plippine billiards officals 
fro making lat -minute changes by incoding him 
in the Philippine team that wil see action in the 
Southeast Asian Games in Kuala Lampar in Sepem- 
Per, 1 understand the deadline forthe final submis 
sion of entries has been extended until middle of 
text month hence tees sl tne to make amends, 
Andam, by the way, won four gold medals in the 
1991 SEA Games hosted by Manila which means 
es not a sunger in this Kind of competion 

"om in Cottbato, Andam is a pres shotmaker 
with long experience, As a maler o fic, Andam, 
2 Puyat Sports mainstay alongside Reyes, could 
Provide the maturity tothe SEA Games eam. 

MJC RELOCATION. Horse racing fans are 
hoping the owners of the Manila Jockey Club wili 
not repeat the mistake of building sabes right in- 
Side the oval of their new siie in Carmona, Cavite, 
Many aficionados, especially those t the lower. 
stands, say the stables inside the San Lazaro Hippo- 
rome obstruct their view of the enlre race pro- 
edings. Nor only that. Aside from being an Eye- 
Sore, these siractares could prevent (he new em- 
Tad racing stewards rom making a car honest 
and accurate Judgment of what misbehaving Jock" 
Eys could be doing while a particular race s in 
Progress, a problem which falis squarely on the lp. 
Sr ths Philippine Racing Commission, now chaired 
Sy Andrew Sanchez. Speaking of horse taces, would 
Tike o ott my hat o MIC bosses inge Alfonso 
Reyno Ir and Roberto Revereme for saging a vey 
fuccessfal Horseman's Cup the final jewel of te 
"lile Crown won by highly favored "Silver Story 
recently. Por instance, the Triple Crown affair was 
traced by big shots from the US embassy and the 
Eouniry’s most admired and well-known Peron 
ties. But what was a suspected big-time Pookie do- 
ing at the exclusive gathering? Just asking 
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Elorde daughter makes boxing debut July 28 


WBC Nyweight title to Pongsaklek Wonjongkam of 
Thailand last March. 

Unlike in Thailand, Tufacao assured local ring fans 
that making the weight limit (112 Ibs) will not be a 
problem this time, “I leamed my lessons wel,” he sai. 

‘Two other WBC international fights are on tap, 
with junior flyveight titlist Juanito Rubillar clashing 
with Japanese Takahiko Mizuno and bantamweight 
holder Ricky Gayamo tackling Abner Cordero. 


Army, Air Force triumph, share football lead 


Games July 29 
8 am—UA&P vs PCU (Tafi) 
10 2.m.—San Beda vs Navy 
1 p.m.—PAF vs PCU (Dasmarifias) 
3:30 pm.—FEU vs St Benilde 


ARMY and Air Force booters scored contrasting 
victories Sunday to share the Group B lead with 
seven points in the Ist Philippine Army-Utilco In- 


Anton stars as MP 
Team paces races 


‘THE ZED-GULF OiI-MP Turbo Team 
inched closer to victory in the Shell Phil- 
ipine Junior Touring Car Champion 

the Subic Production race and the SVI 
Challenge Cup after 2 successful week- 
ends of racing. 

Baguio driver and defending champion 
Carlos Anton took two first places in Subic 
last July 8 and two second places lst week- 
end in Batangas to head the Production and 
PITCC classes, respectively. 

MP Turbo's newest find and Celeb- 
rity driver Monching Gutierrez topped 
the afiemoon race in Subic to practically 
wrap up the championship in the Subic- 
SVI Challenge Cup. 

Weekend warrior and pro-photogra- 
pher Alex Padua virtually closed in on 
his goal to get PJTCC's class C by win- 
ning both races 


Batangas, 


Ramirezes’ 


ful result." 


Kournikova’s agents deny wedding 


LONDON—Anna Kournikova's man- 
agement company denied a British tab- 
loid newspaper report Monday that the. 
Russian tennis star had married ice 
hockey player Sergei Fedorov. 

"No, i's not uue,” Lindsey Evans, a 
spokeswoman for the Octagon manage- 
ment company, said "She's not married," 

The Sun newspaper, in a front-page 
story billed as a "world exclusive," re- 
ported that Kournikova married 
Fedorov in a private ceremony in Mos- 
cow. After the denial, the Sun issued a 
statement saying, “We stand by our 
story 100 percent.” The Sun said only 


San Pablo's veteran driver and team 
leader Mike Potenciano posted spectacu- 
lar finishes when he took his first win in 
the Petron Blaze Super Saloon in Subie 
and placed a superb second in round 9 of 
the Philippine National Touring Car 
Championship. The results drew praise 
from the racing community due lo the 
fact that he had to borrow an engine just 
to race in Batangas. 

“We had engine problems in Subic 
and weren't able io finish one for 
said Potenciano, 
fying, our surplus engine just gave up 
and în really great sporting tradition, the 

Tent me an engine for 
Sunday's race and we were able o finish 
2nd in the wet track, We are really lucky 
and very happy in getting this wonder- 


five guests attended the wedding, the 
parents of Kournikova and Fedorov and. 
Fedorov's brother. 

The 20-year-old Kournikova 
has made millions in modeling and en- 
dorsement deals, wed the 31-year-old 
Fedorov at a registrar's office in the Rus- 
sian capital the tabloid reported. 

‘The wedding took place sometime 
during Wimbledon, which ran June 25 to. 
July 9, the Sun 

‘Kournikova missed Wimbledon with 
an ankle injury, which also kept her out 
of the French Open. 
the Detroit Red Wings of the NHL, AP 


ternational invitational football tournament at the 
Ascom field in Fort Bonifacio, 

The Armymen banked on the hat-trick of Luis 
Brillantes to power the Armymen to their second win 
in three starts, 

Yanti Bersales scored twice—in the seventh and 
23rd minutes—but it was lan Araneta who produced 
the marginal marker in PAF's scary victory over FEU 
in the 37th minute 


Bernard Muros and Jing Jambre accounted for the 
two FEU goals, 

Dan Padernal slammed in three goals while 
Bernie Solas and Jian Jeremias chipped in two each 
to propel the Bedans to their second victory in 
three games, 

Fred Gonzales and Gil Talavera came 
through for Kaya in its match with PCU 
(Taft) 
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HEAVY EQUIPMENT, ACCESSORIES, C.B.U. TRUCKS & VEHICLES 


AUCTION 
IN MALINTA 
A 3-DAY UNRESERVED PUBLIC AUCTION 


AUGUST 8, 9 & 10, 2001 


“All Parade 
Auction Style 
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Fedorov plays for 


GD 305 Grader A 


Passenger Van 


Tuzu Dump Truck. 


a| CRANES» DOZERS EXCAVATORS LOADERS» GRADERS VIB CONPHCTORS CARGO DUMP FRE TANKER 
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August 4, 5 & 6, 2001 


Tel. no.: 984-0215/16 * 984-0278/79 


ISITE 15 mc Compound, Paso de Bes, | 
Malinta, Valenzuela City 
Tol. no.: 884-0215/16 * 984-0278/79 
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You really won't miss the confines of an office with the NOKIA 9210 COMMUNICATOR. 

Unrivalled cutting-edge technology gives you access to office and entertainment applications, while 
* offering you utmost freedom and mobility. Now, you can get down to work with all the works! 

* MS WINDOWS-COMPATIBLE « INTERNET ACCESS * HIGH-RESOLUTION COLOR DISPLAY 

* MULTI-MEDIA CAPABILITIES * WIRELESS JAVA SUPPORT « WAP ; 


5 Advantage P'39,000 + Personal P-38,000 « Business P37,000 « Executive 36,000 + CEO P35,000 » Handset Solo Fr46,000 
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- Gota foo original Nokia car charger when you purchase a Nokia 9210 handset from July 19 to August 19, 2001, See postérs for d 
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*I am not evil’ 


Bv FE B. ZAMORA 
‘Section Editor, INQ7.net 


SEN. Panfilo “Ping” Lacson broke 
his silence and dismissed as “lies, 
falsehoods and inaccuracies” the 


Cops suspect Tadao Hayashi’s lover 


By CHRISTIAN V. ESGUERRA 


INVESTIGATORS are zeroing in on the 
angle that popular Japanese harpist 
Tadao Hayashi, 62, could have been 


charges that he ordered the kill- 
ing of his wife's ex-husband, the 
late Reginald Hill (not Gil, as ear- 
lier reported), in the late *70s. 
Lacson, the former chief of the Phil- 
ippine National Police, also said he has 


killed by his alleged lover. 

Supt, Benjardi Mantele, Caloocan 
police chief, said his men are looking for 
a man aged 19 to 23 who was seen in 
Hayashi's house on Sunday. Hayashi 


“never stolen anything from anybody, 
living or dead.” 

In a three-page letter to the INQUIRER, 
Lacson also denied allegations by In- 
‘QUIRER Metro columnist Ramon Tulfo that 

IAMNOT/ A20 


was found dead in his bedroom the fol- 
Jowing momi 
‘Supt. Dionicio Borromeo, chief of the 
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Whatever life you lead, 
BPI gives you banking products 
that suit your needs. 


Express Teller 
For 24-hour 
banking anytime, 


Maxi-One 


The superior savings, 
checking and ATM 

account - alkin-one. 

Simple, yet powerful 


to meet your every 
‘banking need! 


CheckFree Payments 
and EPS Shopping. 
Truly the fu 


Express 
Cash 


Cash in a card you 
can flash! With 
Express Cash, 

you con shop, 


Platinum Savings 


A 2-in-1 high earning savings 
account and insurance package. 
Your platinum investment 

for a secure tomorrow. 


establishments. 


Plus, the most innovative, 
most convenient ways to do banking -- 
anytime, anywhere! 


-— 
Phonebanking 
through 


BPI Express 
Phone 89-100. 


A Bil Payment 
via the 
Express Teller ATM, “@ 
Express Phone and 2 
Express Online through 


BPI Check-Free 
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And of course, 
24-hour banking with the 


BPI Express Teller ATM 
and cashless shopping with 


the widest network of EPS terminals. 
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A savings account that 


through your PC or 
WAP phone with | 
BPI Express | 

Online. j 


OPEN AN ACCOUNT 
NOW AND GET THESE 
STYLISH BAGS...FREE! 


Hurry! Visit your nearest BPl or 
BPI Family Bank branch today! 


Also evoilable 
in yellow 
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Man kills 
son who had 
affair with 
sister 


By NELSON F. FLORES 


FILIPINO boxing immortal Gabriel 
Elorde first fought in Cebu as 
KRS Flash. 

This was confided to me many 
years ago by Romy Kintanar, a me- 
dia star who lived life as though he 
had just won in a big lottery. 

From what he remembered, 
Romy K. said his father and his 
uncles, who owned a radio sta- 
tion in Cebu, were the first han- 
dlers of the great Flash Elorde. 

KRS, indeed, stood for 
Kintanar Radio Station. explained 
boxing guru Hermie Rivera, one 
SRO (standing room only) night 
at the Funeraria Nacional on 
Araneta Avenue. 

Nobody could be happier than 
Romy himself, said Hermie, be- 
cause the jolly good fella lived and 
enjoyed life as one hell of a feast. 

Do you know that Romy K. 
was dubbed Prince of Visayan 


A 44-YEAR-OLD man was yesterday 
‘charged with parricide before the Makati 
City Prosecutor's Office for killing his 21- 
year-old son who was said to be having an 
affair with his own 19-year-old sister. 

Eulogio Bacarro admitted killing his 
son Bryan. 

"It was too much,” was all Bacarro 
said after he was charged with his son's 
killing. 

‘The young Bacarro on Monday died 
from several stab wounds in his father’s 
house at 4050 Bernardino St., Laperal 
Compound in Barangay Guadalupe 
Viejo, Makati City. 

Makati City police homicide inves- 
tigator PO2 Juvenal Barbossa said the 
stabbing happened while father and son 
‘were arguing. 


movies during his teens? I asked 
Hermie. 

‘Was it prince or king? Hermie 
wondered. 

I can’t really remember, I said, 
but he was already a confirmed su- 
perstar even before he worked as a 
tri-media man in Manila. 

1 first saw and heard Romy K. 
work as the PBA Man on the Ball 
and, before I knew it, he also had a 
radio sports program, he was edit- 
ing a weekly sports magazine and 
was later writing a sports column 
for a daily tabloid before fading out 
of the media scene. 

I got a text message on Sunday 
saying my friend Romy K. had a sei- 
zure and was confined in a hospital 
in Dasmariñas, Cavite. 

The first guy who came to mind 
when I got that sorry information 
was lawyer-sportsman Rudy Salud. 
‘The manager of premier boxer 
Gerry Peñalosa had asked me to 


We owe this fellow many bright moments 


Just like that. 

T'm writing this with a deep lone- 
liness because Romy was one fel- 
low who would go out of his way to 
please you 

In fact, he used to come to my 
place, lugging a bottle of brandy and 
a bag of pulutan, so we could spend 
the afternoon together. 

He would call me up regularly to 
wonder how I was doing. 

Romy also kept wondering how 
we could come up with a biography 
of the great Joe Cantada, whom he 
loved to call the Macho Man. 

Romy adored the late Smokin’ Joe 
like a saint. 

This is silly but I'm doing this 
thinking it could go a little way in 
repaying Romy what he had taught 
me about the sport of boxing. 

Yes, Lowe hima lot. Ihadthe luck of 
having covered several boxing bouts 
with Romy K. and he so generously 
imparted to me a wealth of information 


Recah 
Trinidad 


track Romy K. after he heard that 
the man had fallen ill. 

1 did try to locate Romy K. 

T first heard he was holed up in an 
apartment somewhere in San Juan. 

Next I knew, he had already 
moved to Cavite 

Then, before I could wonder 
again, broadcaster Ed Picson, with 
whom I shared great memories of 
Romy K. at Dinky's place in Pasig 
last week, called up on Monday to 
say our friend had passed away. 


on this sport he truly cared for. 

He gave me a lot of encour- 
agement. 

This man, indeed, spread the 
gospel of gladness. 1 

Of course, other than being a | 
first-class actor in his younger | 
years, a tri-media star later, Romy 
‘was also a respected and feared 
chess player. 

Hermie Rivera was right. It will 
be hard to write an appropriate" 
epitaph for this man who excelled 
im the myriad things he had 
dabbled in, 

Romy K also sang and danced 
very well. 

He lived life with a legendary 
zeal. But, above all, he treated 
friends like they were his true 
brothers. 

When he got sick and found 
‘out he could no longer bring joy to 
them, he stayed away. Far, far 


Police said the young Bacarro pulled 
‘out a knife but his father managed to 
wrest the knife from bim and used it to 
stab him repeatedly. 

"The argument between father and 
son began when the young Bacarro 
fetched his sister from his father's house 
on Monday afternoon, police said. 

‘The siblings, police said, were living 
in a rented house ih Mandaluyong City 
as husband and wife, But the older 
Bacarro learned of the incestuous affair 
and took home his daughter, police said. 

‘The young Bacarro, police said, then 
went to his father's house to fetch his 
sister, triggering the argument with his 
father, The older Bacarro surrendered 
to police after the stabbing, 

‘He told police that his daughter admit- 
ted she was her brother's lover but claimed 
that he had been raping her since April 


Munti wants 
50 hectares 


By NELSON F. FLORES 


Pawnshop 
owner 
robbed 

of PIM 


By PHILIP C. TUBEZA 


PAWNSHOP owner Prima Punzalan 
lost PI million to robbers in Quezon 
City on Monday afternoon. 
Punzalan, 73, of K Ville 
Townhouse, Sunville subdivision, 
Tandang Sora, Quezon City, and 
owner of Punzalan Pawnshop. lost 
P980,000 in jewelry and P20,000 in 
Cash to three armed men who 
blocked her car on Quirino Avenue, 
Quezon City, said P03 Diosdado 
Pedronan of the Central Police Dis- 
trict-Criminal Investigation Unit. 
Pedronan said Punzalan was on 
board her Honda Civic (UML-728) 
with her driver Alejo Sadueta and 
Companion Marivic Madera, when 
the suspects suddenly appeared 
and blocked the car's path on 
o Avenue about 5:30 p.m., 


MUNTINLUPA City Mayor Jaime 
Fresnedi appealed to Justice Secretary 
Hernando Perez to allow the city gov- 
‘emment to acquire control of the 50 hect- 
ares of public land covering the New 
Bilibid Prison to give way for the area's 
development as a residential community 
for the poor. 

Fresnedi made the appeal yesterday 
following President Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo's vow to fight poverty. He said 
at least 34,700 poor families from 
Muntinlupa slums would benefit once 
the Department of Justice approves the 
city government's proposal. 

Fresnedi said each beneficiary would 
only have to pay an affordable monthly 
amortization. 

“Aside from helping many people, 
this project will also help rid 
Muntinlupa of slums,” Fresnedi ex- 
plained in Filipino. 


With guns drawn, the suspects 
ordered Sadueta to get off while they 
boarded the car. 

One of the suspects took the wheel 
and drove off while the two other sus- 
pects took Punzalan's bag. 

Luckily for the victims, the suspects 
decided to let go of the pawnshop owner 
and Madera. They simply got off the 
car and walked in Barangay Baesa- 

Witnesses told police they saw the 
robbers board an FX taxi (PXF-384) and 
drove off toward Balintawak. 


Ex 


Wednesday, July 25, 2001 
James, Apostle 

Jst Reading: 2 Cor 4:7-15 

Gospel: Mt 20:20-28 

‘The mother of James and John came to Jesus with her sons, and she knelt 
down to ask a favor. Jesus said to her, "What do you want?" And she 
answered, "Here you have my two sons. Grant that they may sit, one at your 
right and one at your left, when you are in your kingdom." 

Jesus said tothe brothers, "You do not know what you are asking. Can you 
drink the cup that | am about to drink?" They answered, “We can." Jesus 
replied, "You will indeed drink my cup, but to sit at my right or at my left is not 
Tor me to grant. That will be for those for whom the Father has prepared it." 

‘The other ten heard all this and were angry with the two brothers. Then 
Jesus called them to him and said, "You know that the rulers of the nations 
act as tyrants, and the powerful oppress them. It shall not be so among you: 
Whoever wants to be more important in your group shall make himself your 
servant. And if you want to be first, make yourself the servant of all. Be like 
the Son of Man who has come, not to be served but to serve and to give his 
life to redeem many." 

Commentary 

James, one of the sons of Zebedee, is presented in the gospels as one ofthe 
apostles who is very close to Jesus. He was present at the transfiguration and 
was among the few invited to pray with Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane. As 
today's gospel attests, he also shared in the cup that Jesus drank. He was also 
a person with high ambitions who asked through his mother for a high place 
in the kingdom. Jesus used this occasion to explain to the apostles the qualities 
‘of the new leadership. James took this lesson to heart when he was called to 
guide the Christian community in Jerusalem through the crucial first years, 
and became one of the pillars of the early church. 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the model of faith and brotherly love 
you gave us in the apostle James. Grant that we also may follow this example. 

Claretian Publications Inc., 8 Mayumi St, UP Village, Diliman, Quezon 
City, UP P.O. Box 4, Diliman, 1101 Quezon City; Tel: 921-3984; Fax: 
921-7429; E-mail: claret@cal.net; Websites:lutp:/twww bible claret.org. 
(Claretian Publications Inc.) & http:limissionaries.claret.ore (Claretians 
in the Philippines) 


‘I am not evil’ 


(From page A19) 


his son Ronald Jay Lacson was 
kicked out of the Philippine Military 
‘Academy (PMA). 

Lacson said the allegations of his 
criminal activities in Tulfo's "On Tar- 
get" column in the July 10, 

12, 14, 17 and 19 issues of the 
Inquirer were lifted from "white pa- 
pers" circulated in 1995 by then 
Makati Councilor Bobby Brillante, 
and in 1998 by Col. Reynaldo 
Berroya upon his release from the 
National Penitentiary. 

Longer, more detailed, updated 
versions of the two white papers 
were also posted on the Internet. 

| am not the demon that Mr. 
Tulfo and his financier/s want so 
much to maliciously and viciously 
portray,” Lacson wrote in his letter 
to the Inquirer. "Mr. Tulfo can go 
‘on and on and I am sure he will con- 
tinue destroying my character and 
reputation, but I humbly appeal to 
the readers of your newspaper to be 
more objective in their judgement.” 


Sorry 

“Lacson is an evil man,” Tulfo 

said in an interview with INQ7.net 

want bim in jail. | would like 10 
encourage people who know Ping 
Lacson to come out in the open and 
denounce him." 

Tulfo, who once ardently sup- 
ported Lacson's campaign to 

solve crime by executing crimi- 
nals, said he was sotry he believed 
Lacson. 

"I have a confession to make,” 
Tulfo said from an undisclosed 
safehouse. "I am partly responsible 
for creating this monster. I'm run- 
ning scared. I know the man.” 

Lacson said he met Alice de 
Peric-Hill on a blind date arranged 
by Roger Cuarderno sometime in 
1973 in Sunset 

Village, Parafiaque. At that time, 
Alice was already separated from 
Hill, who turned out to have been 
already married to another woman. 

Cuaderno, according to Lacson, 
would later marry Alice's sister, 
Emma de Perio. 

t is not true that | met Alice 
while she was visiting her ex-hus- 
band at the headquarters of the 
Metrocom Police 


Atienza 
warns 
diggers 


By JEROME ANING 


MANILA Mayor Lito Atienza on 
Monday warned private and government. 
workers they will be arrested if they 
proceed to dig up roads in the capital 
‘without notifying City Hall 

"I don't care if the diggings are being. 
done by a private entity or a government. 
agency such as the Department of Public. 
Works and Highways,” Atienza said. "If 
they cannot show a valid permit from the 
city government (the police will) arrest 


REMEDIAL LAW (CIVIL PROCEDURE)—Real partyin interest—A real 
party in interest is defined as “the part who stands to be benefited or injured by 
the judgment or the party entitled tothe avails of the suit.” “Interest” within the 
meaning of the rule means material interest, an intrest in issue and to be affected 
by the decree, as distinguished from mere interest in the question involved, or a 
mere incidental interest. By real interest is meant a present substantial interest, 
as distinguished from a mere expectancy or a future, contingent, subordinate, or 
consequential interest. Tested by the foregoing definition, private respondent in 
this case is clearly a real party in interest. It is not disputed that he is in 
possession of the lot pursuant to a valid lease. He is a possessor in the concept 
ofa holder of a thing. He was impleaded as a defendant in the amended com- 
plaint. Further, what petitioner seeks to enjoin is the building by respondent of 
a commercial structure on the lot Clearly, it is private respondent's acts which 
are in issue, and his interest in said issue cannot be a mere incidental interest 
[Citations omiued.] [Justice Quisumbing, Second Division, Ortigas and Co., 
Lid, v. Coun of Appeals, G.R. No. 126102, December 4, 2000] 
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the crew and fillupthe diggings” 

"The mayor was particularly upset 
over an unattended excavation at the 
comer of San Marcelino and Concepcion 
streets near City Hall yesterday. He 
called up city engineer Magdiwang 
Recato and ordered him to fill up the 
hole quickly. 

Atienza said he was peeved by the 
"slow pace of work, and in some cases, 
the absence of activity,” in the many 
excavation sites in the city. He said some 
excavation works even have billboards 
bearing his name when they were not 
even his projects 

“The companies should not take their 
‘own sweet time because in many cases, 
the job can be accomplished in a few 


A project has to be completed within 
a specified number of days—as con- 
tained in the excavation permit issued 
by City Hall—or the contractors will 
pay a fine of P5,000 for every day it 
exceeds the deadline. 


Intelligence Service (MPIS) in 
Camp Crame,” Lacson wrote. "The 
truth is, Alice never visited Reginald 

since they were already separated 
at that time after Alice found out she 
was a victim of a bigamous marriage.” 

Lacson said he was then as- 
signed to the Central Sector in Camp 
Panopio on P. Tuazon Street in 
Cubao. 


"1 inherited that list and 1 under- 
stand it was in support of the PNP 
information program,” Lastimoso 
said. He said the list was prepared 
by the PNP public information of- 
fice, and approved by the PNP chief 
depending on availability of funds. 

He said the approval depends on 
the PNP comptroller. Lastimoso said 
Lacson talked to him in 1998 to in- 
clude the names of PNP reporters in 
the list. 

“asked the comptroller if we had 
enough funds, and Superintendent 
Acop said if it was just 200,000 a 
month, they could be accommo- 
dated.” 

“It was not my intention to make 
public (Tulfo's) payola," Lacson 
"wrote. “I was asked the question in a 
radio interview and it was in my mood 
at that time to answer in the most can- 
did, truthful manner. Hindsight now 
tells me the revelation triggered this 
whole scenario.” In an open letter in 
his column, Tulfo recalled his days 
as a police reporter covering the 
MISG where Lacson was assigned. 

Power struggle 

Tulfo said the clean-cut, boyish 

graduate from the PMA impr 


Convicted 

He said Hill was among those 
convicted in the celebrated robbery- 
rape case of movie star Merle 
Fernandez. 

Lacson said Reginald and his 
brother Roberto were driving a Toyota. 
Corolla when they figured ina vehicu- 
lar accident in April 1978. Roberto 
died on the spot while Reginald ex- 
pired at a Las Piñas hospital 

Lacson said the police, hospital 
and census records are available for 
verification. “I absolutely had noth- 
ing to do with the death of Reginald 
Hill,” he said. 

Tulfo said in his July 14 and 17 
columns that Hill was “deliberately 
Tun over" by a truck a few months 
afier he came out of jail. 

Tulfo also said Lacson's son 
Ronald Jay was kicked out of the 
PMA. 

"The truth is my son resigned, 
Lacson said, “since he never 

less intended to be a 

officer.” He “practically 

Ronald Jay to enter the 

PMA because "like any PMA alum- 

mus, it has been my dream that at 

least one of my sons would follow 
my footsteps,” he said 

Tulfo's exposés were apparently 
triggered by Lacson's charges that 
Tulfo had received a P250,000 
monthly allowance from then PNP 
Director General Roberto Lastimoso 
in 1998-1999. 

acson said that when he became 
PNP chief in November 1999, he or- 
dered the scrapping of the PNP 
monthly payola to Tulfo and other 
members of media. 
Inherited 


1050 remembers seeing a 
list of journalists, radio commenta- 
tors and columnists and their 
“monthly allowance” when he as- 
‘sumed his post as PNP chief in 1998. 


But the friendship, Tulfo said, was 
based more on professional than per- 
sonal matters. 

“We were not like Chavit Singson 
and Erap.” Tulfo said. "I was covering 
the MISG. I was professional.” 

Tulfo's friendship with Lastimoso 
took another turn when Tulfo, who is 
the son of a constabulary officer, was 
adopted as a member of PMA Class 
1967. (A member of Class 1967, Col. 
Victor Corpus, chief of the Intelligence 
Service of the AFP, has called Lacson a. 
“threat to national security." 

When Lacson and Lastimoso figured 
ina bitter power struggle over the post 
of PNP chief in 1999, Tulfo took the 
side of Lastimoso. 

Somewhere along the way, 
Lastimoso said, Tulfo started praising 
Lacson in his column. "I kept my 
tance from Mon,” Lastimoso said. "We 
see each other during class meetings, but 
these are purely socials. We avoid talk- 
ing about Lacson or my case.” 

Lastimoso added that he was most. 
surprised to read Tulfo's allegations 
against Lacson. 


THE TRASH, NOT THE TREES ERNIE U. SARMIENTO. 
Workers from the Manila City Hall cut down old trees along Estero de 
Magdalena near the Reina Regente Bridge in Binondo, Manila, as part 
of Mayor Lito Atlenza's campaign to clean the city's esteros. Some 
residents, however, complain that the trees do not clog the waterway. 


POLICE sketch of suspect in 
Hayash''s killing. 


HAYASHI 
Cops 
suspect... 


(From page A19) 


Division, said the suspect could not 
have meant to rob Hayashi since the 
Japanese lost no other belongings 
except for a VCD player. 

Mantele said the suspect, whose 
police sketch was released yester- 
day, could be Hayashi's lover. 

Police are looking for Hayashi's 
closest friends to identify the sus- 

ect 
Pe ayashi's neighbor Reynaldo 
Ortillano told police he saw the sus- 
pect in Hayashi's house about 6 p.m. 
Sunday. 

The neighbor said the man was 
about 5-foot-4, medium built, and fair. 
complexioned. 

A carpenter who was hired by 
Hayashi said he saw the same man 
in Hayashi's house on Saturday 
evening. 

The carpenter said the man was 
still in the house when he left at 10 
pm. Saturday. 

Maniele said Hayashi was killed. 
between 6 p.m. Sunday and 6 a.m. 
Monday when his body was discov- 
ered by his office assistant Antonio 
Cle. 

The crime-of-passion angle sur- 
faced when police found no signs 
of forcible entry in Hayasbi's two- 
bedroom bungalow at LD Village in 
Tala, Caloocan City. 

Borromeo said it appeared that 
Hayashi even entertained the sus- 
pect, because two drinking glasses 
were found on a table in the living 
room. 

Mantele said that contrary to re- 
ports, Hayashi could not have been 
clubbed to death. He said the.sus- 
pect could have held Hayashi by the 
head and slammed his face and head 
against the floor, the wall, or a cabi- 
net, 

Police found a blood-stained 
towel in a drawer in Hayashi's bed 
room. Borromeo said the suspect 
could have used the towel to wipe 
blood off his hands, 

Hayashi's P1.2-million harp was 
found in another room. Hayashi him- 
self was found wearing a white shirt 
and green shorts. 

Scene-of-the-Crime agents lifted 
two sets of fingerprints from the 
crime scene. 

Hayashi became popular in the 
local entertainment scene because 
of his renditions of popular Filipino 
songs on his harp. 


ESSA. 


Kidnappers 
release 
victim 

for P4,800 


By CARMELA REYES 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


POLICE manning checkpoints on the 
North Expressway in Bulacan scared off 
two armed men who allegedly tried to 
kidnap a businesswoman on Monday. 

Florence Arroyo, 27, an aluminum 
contractor and a resident of Quezon 
City, was on board her Mitsubishi L- 
300 with her driver Orlan Sarmiento, 
‘when the suspects blocked the van just 
as they were leaving her place of work 
at the Bulacan agro-industrial subdi 
sion in Barangay Pio Cruzcosa, 
Calumpit, Bulacan about 1:30 p.m. 

‘Wearing black bonnets and armed 
with 38 cal, revolvers, the men ordered 
Sarmiento to get off the vehicle before 
they took over control of the van with 
Arroyo on board. 

‘The suspects drove off toward the 
North Luzon Expressway but, as they 
approached the Pulilan exit, they saw 
policemen manning two checkpoints in 
Barangay Poblacion. 

‘Apparently gripped by panic, the 
suspects hurriedly demanded cash 
from Arroyo, who handed them her 
day's éarnings of P4,800. The sus- 
pects then fled. 

Distraught, Arroyo called her rela- 
tives before she managed to report the 
incident to the police about 4 p.m. 


Korean hurt 
in LPG blast 


By NELSON F. FLORES 


ALMOST 90 percent of the body of a 
Korean businessman was burned when 
liquefied petroleum gas tank exploded 
yesterday morning inside his condo- 
minium unit in Pasay City. 

Moon Kwiyul, 47, a native of South 
Korea and a resident of Park Avenue 
Mansion on Park Avenue in Pasay City, 
is now in serious condition at the San 
Juan De Dios Hospital after suffering 
second- and third-degree burns in the 
body, police said. 

Dr. Philip Ocampo, Moon's doctor, 
said the victim was placed in the 
hospital's intensive care unit. Investi- 
{ation showed that the gas tank exploded 
shortly before 7 a.m. yesterday in 
Moon's condominium unit on the 10th 
floor of Park Avenue Mansion. Moon, 
police said, was cooking breakfast when 
the gas tank exploded. 

SPOI Joseph Pablo Bocalbos, Pasay 
City police tactical operations center 
radio operator, said Moon was alone at 
the time of the accident, 


THE CAMPAIGN for the abolition 
of the Reserve Officers Training 
Corps program has yet to create in- 
roads, but bitter bickering continues 
among student military groups peti- 
tioning for the ROTC’s abolition. 

On MOnday. a faction led by the 
Movement for the Advancement of 
Student Power (MASP) lashed at 
‘Abolish! a nationwide network of 
youth groups, for allegedly foment- 
ing a “student war" on the campaign 
to abolish ROTC. 

MASP national coor 
Emman Hizon said Abolish! was 
promoting “division” among stu- 
dent protesters by claiming that the 
MASP and other student groups 
had softened their stand on the 
ROTC issue by pushing for the mili 
tary program's reform instead of its 


outright abolition. 


“We've been consistent in our 
demands,” Hizon told the INQUIRER. 
“We want an unconditional aboli- 


tion of ROTC. 


credit and hitting us." 


tion of the Philippines. 


not include Sanlakas. 


Nayong Pilipino faces 
relocation or division 


By TJ BURGONIO 


THE NAYONG Pilipino theme park in Pasay City, 
the first of its kind in the region, is facing extinction. 

‘The sprawling 46-hectare park might have to give 
way to progress, specifically infrastructure projects 
connected to the Ninoy Aquino International Airport 
terminal 3. 

Already, about 11 hectares of the property have 
been earmarked for the construction of a new taxiway 
for commercial airlines that would be using Naia 3 
once the terminal staris operations in December 2002. 

But Charito Planas, the new executive director of 
the Nayong Pilipino Foundation (NPF), is not giving 
up the park without a fight. 

She is opposing plans to subdivide or relocate the 
park. 

According to an airport official, there are also plans 
to relocate Nayong Pilipino outside Metro Manila to 
make way for an international cargo terminal that wll 
service cargo lights in Naia 3. 

"The theme park must be retained where itis now," 
Planas said. “It has been here since the "70s, why 
should we move it out now?" 

But the national government owns the property 
and NPF only acts as trustee. Which keeps Planas* 
hands bound tightly. 

Planas hinted thatthe foundation had grudgingly 
acceded to the government's request to convert 10.8- 
hectares of the park into a taxiway. 

"We can't say no,” she said. 

But she was not giving the property away for a 
song. Planas has demanded a minimum of P300 million 
as remuneration for the property from the Manila In- 
temational Airport Authority (Mina). 

"The money, Planas said, would be spent for the 
relocation and construction of miniature structures rep- 
resenting the Tagalog, Visayas, Bicol and Mindanao 
regions that will be affected by the taxiway project. 

‘The replicas, such as those of Gen. Emilio 
Aguinaldo's house, Mayon volcano, Chocolate Hills 
and a Muslim mosque, will also be rebuilt on an open 


space in front of the park. 

Planas has also demanded that the present struc- 
tures be maintained for the viewing public and passen- 
‘gers, and that the government put off its takeover of 
the property until January 2002 to give the founda- 
tion ample time for relocation. 

‘So far, Miaa officials have not responded to her 
demands. 

Planas also disclosed that former executfve director 
Ines Silvestre had signed a lease contract in 1997 with 
the group of media tycoon Fred Elizalde for the con- 
struction of an amusement park on the site. 

‘Under the contract, seven hectares of the park would 
be leased to Elizalde's group. 

Planas said Silvestre had also signed another con- 
tract to lease 11 hectares of the property to private 
developer Glee Corp. But this was rescinded in 1998 
by then Executive Secretary Ronaldo Zamora because 
it appeared not to have passed thorough presidential 

‘To avert the further shrinkage of the park grounds, 
Planas said she has also rejected Glee Corp.'s pro- 
posal to revive its lease contract with the foundation 
and pointed out that this had already been disapproved, 
by the past administration. 

Glee Corp., said to be an affiliate of the Naia 3 
‘operator Philippine International Air Terminals Corp. 
Inc. (Piatco), had planned to build a huge commercial 
and entertainment complex. The plan drew protests 
from conservationists 

Located on MIA Road across Naia 2, Nayong 
Pilipino is a favorite destination of tourists and locals. 

For most school children, the park is their first 
glimpse of the country's tourist attractions and heri- 
tage. 

Found inside the sprawling, tree-dotted park are 
replicas of the country's six regions, which also in- 
clude Ilocos and Cordillera. 

‘The park is also home to a museum of ethnology, a 
museum of Philippine and international dolls, an 
‘aquarium, an aviary of Philippine birds, a garden of 
Philippine plants, and a lagoon, 


Marikina launches bikeways project 


THE FIRST bikeways project in the country was 
Jaunched in Marikina recently to encourage alternative 
forms of transportation and to relieve traffic conges- 
tion in the city. 

Marikina Mayor Marides Carlos-Fernando said the 
Marikina Bikeways Project, with more than 66 kilo- 
meters of bike lanes, wil ink residential communities 
with schools, business and commercial centers as well 
as with the soon-to-be-finished Light Rail Transit 
(LRT2) station on Marcos Highway and other public 
transport terminals. 


Fernando said the project was funded by the Glo- 


bal Environment Facility of the World Bank, repre- 
sented by country director Vinay Bhargava who at- 
tended the launch at the Marikina River Park. 
Marikina Rep. Del de Guzman, Rizal Rep. Vie 
‘Sumulong, former Marikina Mayor Bayani Fernando, 


Vice Mayor Marion Andres, and members of the city 
council also attended the affair. 

Earlier, presidential husband Mike Arroyo and 
Susan Romero of RII Builders each donated 20 bi- 
cycles to the local Bantay Bayan. 

Fernando said that according to a 1999 Asian De- 
velopment Bank report, 16 people die daily in Metro 
Manila due to air pollution, 78 percent of which are 
caused by motor vehicles. 

City studies also show that there are more people 
who use bicycles in Marikina (10,500 daily trips or a 
fatio of 2.9 percent) as compared to the whole of Metro 
Manila (1.7 percent). 

"The MBP hopes to promote a healthier way of 
going about in the city,” Fernando said. "Its success 
"will mean lesser traffic, lesser pollution, healthier resi 
dents and increased productivity 


"We've been fighting for this since. 
the beginning. They (Abolish!) came 
much later and now they're claiming, 


MASP is composed of Akbayan 
and the Student Councils Associa- 


But Hizon said his faction does 


‘Abolish! is-made up of the Col- 
lege Editors’ Guild of the Philippines, 
National Union of Students in the 
Philippines, League of Filipino Stu- 
dents, Student Christian Movement, 
Kalipunan ng Kabataang Kristiyano 
sa Pilipinas, and Anakbayan. 
Hizon also criticized CEGP presi- 
dent Rey Asis for claiming that his 


CADETS beat up their ROTC uniforms with brooms in a symbolic cali for the abolition of the military training program. 


ROTC reform vs abolition 


By CHRISTIAN V. ESGUERRA 


faction was willing to compromise 
with the govemment for a mere ref- 
ormation of the allegedly corrupt 
ROTC program. 

“If he's really true to his caus 
he should go beyond our groups 
ideological differences. We don't 
need conflict since we're both fight- 
ing for the same cause." 

‘Hizon said his group even vol- 
unteered to join Abolish!, but was 
rejected. 

“I was willing to form a tactical 
alliance with them if only to make 
our campaign stronger.” 

SCAP secretary general Gari 
Lazaro said Asis and his group 
should realize that the campaign 
against ROTC needs legal strategies 
more than the usual street demon- 
strations 

“The abolition of ROTC does not 
need brainless activism that relies 


Sampaloc 
vendors 
want new 
market 


By JEROME ANING 


VENDORS at the Sampaloc Market in 
Manila whose stalis are facing demoli- 

tion because of the construction of a 
Light Rail Transit 2 station want Mayor 
Lito Atienza to build their relocation site 


soon. 


Tina Testa, adviser of the Bagong 
Samahan ng mga Manininda sa Sampaloc 
Market, said City Hall had already re- 
ceived an initial P73 million when it sold 
the market lot to the LRT Authority 


last year. 


However, Testa saic 


| City Hall has 


yet to build a new market which the 
mayor promised to the 162 vendors in 
the Sampaloc market, 

Testa showed the Inquirer a copy 
of theJune 6, 200 contract between City 
Hall and the LRTA, under which City 
Hall sold the 2,603.10-square-meter 
market lot to LRTA for P151,463,006. 

Under the contract, City Hall would, 
be paid 40 percent of the replacement 
cost of the old market building, 
P10,418,259,20, and 50 percent of the 
cost of the land, or P62,708,679. 

The payments were to be made as 
soon as the deed of sale is executed. 
The rest are to be paid to the city 
government as soon as the LRTA re- 
Ceives the title to the three lots on 


JESS YUSON 


market stand, 


begun" 
mot on well-informed arguments but 
on slogans, banners, and insults 
against their perceived political 
competitors,” Lazaro said in a press 
statement. 

The conflict between Abolish! 
and the MASP faction appeared to 
have divided students in many uni- 
versities nationwide. 

Hizon said both factions have 
chapters with entirely different pro- 
grams in schools such as the Üni- 
versity of the Philippines, Univer- 
sity of Santo Tomas, Far Eastern 
University, Adamson University, 
and Philippine Normal University. 

During Monday's protest ac- 
tions against the ROTC, MASP pre- 
sented 100,000 signatures of Metro 
Manila cadets calling for ROTC’s 
abolition. 

Abolish! is organizing a weekly 
boycott of ROTC classes. 


and helpers. 


Legarda Street where the two build- 
ings of the 63-year-old Sampaloc 


"What did the mayor do to the P73 
million?" Testa asked. "The amount. 
should be enough to build the new 
market but so far no construction has 


She alleged that vendors are being 
harassed by “goons” who wanted them 
‘out of the property, even if there was 
still no building on the relocation site 
just across the street. 

"The vendors don't want t live amid 
a climate of fear, they want to be as- 
sured that they won't be deprived of 
their means of livelihood,” she added. 

Aside from the vendors, the market. 
employs at least 200 workers, such as 
drivers, stevedores, maintenance crew 


On Sept. 28, 1999, a memorandum 
of agreement was signed between. 
‘Atienza and the vendors’ group, wherein 
the city government promised to build a 
new market and would not demolish any 
stall unti] the vendors were relocated. 

‘The LRTA plans to build a station 
‘on the market lot as part of its Line 2 
Project, a mass transport system run- 
ning from Recto Avenue in Manila to 
Santolan Road in Pasig City. 
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The Heart of LITE ROCK 


IN COOPERATION WITH 


ERR] & 


AVIVA ENTERTADIMENT COMPANY 


Bring you back to the dance party 
of decades past...... 


25 JULY 2001, 6:00 PM 
Ratsky Malate 


Presented by: 


— 
vA m =° &Chunlan menu 


Dance in your best costume from your best decade. 


Dance like there's no tomorrow. 


Dance and move to the groove of the ‘70s, ‘80s 
and '90s with the LEAGUE OF CAYUKS and Dv8. 


JURASSIC DANCE PARTY! 


In celebration of the release of JURASSIC PARK 3. 


Film 10 of LITE ROCK CINEMA 2001. 
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Close ties with Fukuoka 


MANY Filipinos don't know that Tion mark in gross receipts, only the "Let Your Spirit’ ure as its character of the Month. Usher, as well as a cameo appear- 
the Philippines is held in high es- w fourth full-length animated produc- music video In August, the featured charac- ance by fellow Artista contract tal- 
, teem in the Japanese city of : tion to do so. : .. NOEL Cabangon'slaestendeavor ter is LR. Baboon, the “lovable ent Chilli of TLC. 
j Fukuoka, thanks to the Filipino Tt now ranks behind “Lion King” ig the music video of the song “Let loser” in the original series, “I Am Feedback 
movies that are regularly chosen for fhe! ($313M), “Toy Story 2” ($245.8M) your Spirit,” from the album Weasel. ... FROM Boy Blue F. Filomeno, 
(year aug ie uA ud Ee and “Aladdin” ($217M), all Disney "Something More: Songs for Skep- p, no uri ees] spokesperson of the Philippine. 
ja tional Flog L| movies. tics.” The song, with lyrics by Fr. Baboon always runs a Aliance Against Pomography: "We 
Festival. " This must be sweet vindication FF tothe world-famous Weasel. Wea- : 

Some years back he fesvalhad Nestor U. Torre .. —  — forDreamWorksenccuive ellrey Eadie Dass, S). brings Noel wo 3e is not necessarily apro tany Sant or Chanel Pi orae 
Hpac sions Toan UE Katzenberg, who once worked Sagada — ^ 5 bakaba" last July 14: (A) Gelli de 
ies from the Philippines. And ever chosen as laureate ofthe pres. WiltDisney but left the leadingani, "Directed by Lawrence Cordero ; d Belen hit Dennis Padilla’ head sev- 

i É tigious culture prize, Marilou will M#tionstudiounder not very haPPY and produced by Jesuit Communi- boon is dim-witted and, despite — eral times witha frying pan. (B) She 
days hes bad a. movie of Mre pe hcoorcd wih anaapa AMSA. aae Cations, Inc, the “Let Your Spiri” is best efforts, keeps on finish- dragged his bloodied corpse in the 
Aer aM y oka Some of the best movies she has e, 3a See "Shrek" surpassing music video will be launched at 7:30 ing last. kitchen, (C) She held a chain saw, 
AMES ban Mos l996, sade ores he ody BOs ‘Aladdin and thus ending upasthe mm today, July 25, at Bistro 70. "The network's Character of the implying a "chop-chop mur 
a 1995, “Ipaglaban Mo.” 1996, mage since the early BS. ween third most successful animated fea- Pers musical journeys next Month takes center stage an hour ^ (D) In silhouette, Padilla’ 

Dagat” 1999, “Jose Rizal” 2000, Fukuoka City Library Film Archive could even nose out “Toy Story 2” y, SM Sucat on July 28, SM Ma- about Baboon in character profiles grinding machine. (E) It was im- 
D n +” 2000, Collection. Along with “Kamal,” rise ust second spot behind nila on July 29 and SM Fairview on running everyday next month. piled thalsthe bady parts were 
Diaz-Abaya won't have a new they will comprise the retrospective would bol ER Aug. 3, for mini-shows that startat New single from Usher turned into hamburger patties that 
fim inthe 2001 infest this Sep. eenigsofDinrAbms's lms. “Finally, “Shrek is also being 47. Noel's album, “Pasakalye” AFTER a long absence, Usher is were devoured with gusto by cus- 
tember, but Fukuoka is giving her a ‘Shrek’ hits it big tagged as the frontrunner in thefirst- Minis, y back with anew single, “U Remind tomers. (F) During dinner, De 
special honor: the city has hailedher AFTER only one month of release ever Oscar competition for the best = Me," from his much-awaited album, Belen’s character furiously pre- 
as the winner of its Fukuoka Arts in North America, DreamWorks- animated feature of the year. If it _ Character of the Month — "8701" Currently chart-topper, the sented Padilla's bloodied head. 
and Culture Prize PDI's latest animated feature, wins that award, Disney will truly EVERY month this year, the Car- single has a melodic R&B flavor. “We object to this gruesome pre- 
In connection with her having "Shrek," has topped the $200-mil- be blown away. Abangan! toon Network features acartoon fig- Its video features a dance solo by sentation. . 


one thing, but he is a champion at 
everything. On the other hand, Ba- 


. After Piolo, Pops expects to be linked to Robin 


THE BREAKUP of L———— —— — —emeupu pops is also ina charges against him It was ABS-CBN ter seeing her in M-Zet boss, Vie Ai-Ai does hosting 
her marriage to Mar- T mew movie for Star until he is left with no executive Charo San- Sharon Cuneta’sshow. Sotto, that she would chores on the noon- 
tin Nievera has left 20 Cinema, “Videoke choice but to fight tos-Concio who asked Thedayaftertheshow, leave the sitcom and time show, "Magan- 
Pops Fernandez one 3| King.” which marks back. ‘Ai to be an exclu- Charo asked the net. move to ABS-CBN. dang Tanghali Bayan,” 

| of the most controver- her first teamup with Jeric says "Bagan- sive talent of the net- work staff to look for She said she also on Saturdays. She is 

i 


sial single women in action star Robin sya” isatimely movie work. Charo was said the comedienne. talked to producer also seen on the sitcom 
show biz. Especially " S3 Padilla that exposes abusive to have been very im- Ai-Ai was courte- Tony Tuviera. “Arriba Arriba,” Satur- 
after she obtained an Leah Salterio “I won't be sur- cops and their atro- pressed with Ai-Ai af- ous enough to tell her Nowat ABS-CBN, days 7 p.m. 

annulment, Pops has ——— prisedifthenextthing cious practices of arbi- 
been inevitably Thear is that I'm be- trary detention and co- 
linked to every good- ing linked with Robin. ercion of innocent ci- | FOURTH HYPER-ELECTRIFYINIS AGTION 


looking guy in Actually, the movie vilians. s 
eltown, from Aga has brought us close, Playingibevilains | WEEK | THAT'S HOTTER THAN BURSTING FLAMES 1 


Muhlach to Troy We eat out and watch in "Bagansya" are [MERCE > EE | Strictly for ADULTS No one below 18 yrs. may be admitted. | 
Montero to Piolo movies, but always Patrick de la Rosa, 
Pascual. . with agroup.I'm sure Dindo Arroyo and S icm OHN. 
“I really must be that will mean some- Raymond Keanu. TRAVOLTA 
one of the exciting L thing romantic to Actor-turned-p m. Ue 
women in the business t those who are inter- cian Dan Fernandez ^ JACKMAN 
now,” Pops allows. ested in my personal appears in a special > a res 
"Everybody is excited life." role as an honest cop Senis 
to find out who the Slam-bang investigating Jeric's BERRY 
next guy in my life vehicle case. 
will be. So am I. But XGHUR ie lerie's leading lady 
they should know that ACTION stat Jerie is Sharla Tolentino. 
the only thing I'm aaea bas, not 
looking for in life is been seen for a long Busy, happy 
on TS lme,isbackinanoer AI-AI de las Alas 
Sag ri slam-bang vehicle, claims she is at her 
ops insists that “Bagansya” The mo: busiest and happiest 
more than finding the vieisafollow-uptohis lately, following her 
Sext rman, Ene Is mote action-drama hit last move to ABS-CBN. 
concerned about earn- = January, “Bala Ko, Aside from the big- 
i ingmoneyforhersons FERNANDEZ. Her focus is her career. Bahala sa "Yo." ger paycheck she is 
Robin and Ram and In “Bagansya,” he now getting, she has 
saving up for her own plays a peace-loving more shows in the 
future the hosts of the noon- ‘Asap’ expired and I and law-abiding fac- network. an 
“Iam notinarela- time show “Asap” on haven't signed a new tory workerand family “Not that Twas not PER reset Fa OCA OTA es 
tionship,” Pops says. ABS-CBN. Shere- contract with ABS. man. He gets into happy when I was ENG Ae LE OR AS 
“Ifyou can see my cal- turns to TV acting CBN,” she explains. trouble with the law still with GMA,” she cw Ri "o 
endar, it’s work, work, when she headlines à “They are not forcing  whenpolicescalawags explains. “I only had = 
workeveryday. My fo- five-episode series in me to stay or prevent. do every trick in the one show there and I 
cusismycareer" ^ “Larawan”onGMA7 ing me to sign a con- book to get him into didn't have a contract 
She Puey Er. August. tet outside the net. the slammer ‘after they with the network. The 
seen on TV as one of “My contract with work, I guess ABS- fail to extort booze show was ‘I for 3° paccm = = 
CBN wants to be fair money from him. The and it was produced Se ees 2ND SEXY DATE MOVIE WEEK! 
with me so they al- crooked cops jail him by M-Zet. T was not T introducing, the “Tomcats,” tropa ng free- 
lowed me to do for vagrancy. Then identified with the wheeling, sex-obsessed guys, na walang inatupag 
‘Larawan’ for GMA.” they begin to pile up station.” kung hindi maka-iskor at magbilang ng nobya. 
3 Nagpustahan eng barkada - sino ang huling « 
SERRE RRR 3 barako na di patateli sa pag-aasawa? i 
E Matapos ang ilang taon, sina Michael (Jerry 
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O'Connell ng JERRY MAGUIRE) at Kyle (Jake 
Busey ng STARSHIP TROOPERS) na lang ang 
natitirang bachelor sa grupo. 

Upang manalo sa pusta, ise-set up ni Mike si 
Kyle with super-seductive Natalie (Shannon 
Elizabeth ng SCARY MOVIE, AMERICAN PIE). 
Nguni't di niya inaasahan na maiinlab din pala siya 
sa sexing dalaga. Manalo man siye sa pusta, 
maglalaho naman ang true love niya! 

Silipin din sa hilarious sexy comedy from 
Columbia Pictures sina Playboy playmates Julia 
Schultz at Amber Smith. Rated R. 


AYALA CINEMAS 
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teed 


Seat Cinema 
YOUR 24-HOUR LINK TO ALL AYALA CINEMAS 729-7777 
RESERVE SEATS THROUGH www.sureseats.com 
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Strictly for ADULTS 
No one below 18 yrs. may bo admitted. 


ASIAN DRAGON UNLEASHED ONCE MORE 
JET LI, top Asian box-office superstar, teams-up with 
producer Luc Besson (director of "Tho Fifth Element") and 
action choreographer Cory Yuen in an exciting slick, action 
thriller loaded with ferocious twofisted, fleet-footed 
fight scenes that rank with the classic street fighting of 
Bruce Lee's "Enter the Dragon” and Jet Li's own “Fist of 
Legend”. e 

In an original story by Jet Li himself, he plays Liu Jivan, 
a Chinese police officer trapped in a deadly conspiracy while 
on an assignment in Paris, wha comes to the aid of Jessica 
(Bridget Fonda), an American forced into prostitution by a 
villainous cop. 
Kiss fear goodbye. Witness the skill, the speed and 
the power of Jet Li in KISS OF THE DRAGON. 
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BSP moves to check excess liquidity 


By CLARISSA S. BATINO 


ASIDE from raising the reserve re- 
quirement on banks, the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas is considering 
other options to mop up excess 
money circulating in the economy. 

‘Among these are the removal of 
thc tiering scheme on interest paid 
on the reserves and a reduction in 
its overnight borrowing rates, 
Bangko Sentral Governor Rafael 
Buenaventura said. 

Another option, he added, was to 
*sell some of the BSP's government 
securities and pursue more aggres- 


SEC draws up 
anti-laundering 
rules for brokers 


By ELENA R. TORRIJOS 


THE SECURITIES and Exchange Commission has 
drawn up proposed anti-money laundering rules for bro- 
Xer-dealers to follow in an effort to rub the Philippines 
offa list of the world's top three “uncooperative” coun- 
tries in the batte against money laundering, 

“The term money laundering covers all transactions 
designed to conceal the original or to change the iden- 
tity of money obtained from criminal activity so that 
it appears to have originated from a legitimate source. 

In its draft rules, the SEC noted that the increased 
integration of financial markets has enhanced the 
ease with which criminal money can be legitimized 
through the financial markets 

Under the SEC's proposed rules, broker-dealers 
should have a policy to maintain effective procedure 
to identify customers whose funds are or may be con- 
nected with money laundering activities such as 
fraud, drugs and terrorism. 

‘Salespeople should take all reasonable steps to 

ble them to establish, to their satisfaction, the 
"true and full identity” of each client, and each 
client's source of wealth, financial situation and in- 
vestment objectives at the time the relationship was 
established, the proposed rules stated. 

SEC/B3 
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(Seo stock market report on Page B4) 


Shares down 


SHARES finished slightly loweryes- 
erday, with the main index ending at. 
its lowest level in nearly nine 


months, traders said. 

‘The 80-company Philippine Stock Exchange 
Index ended down 5.81 points, or 0.4 percent, 
at 1,369.02, Its lowest closing level since Oct. 
31, 2000, when the index ended at 1,287.85 
points. The Index lost 0.1 percent Monday. 

Despite the State of the Nation Address of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo on Mond: 
tors remained bearish over the country's eco- 
‘nomic prospects, said KGI Securities vice presi- 
dent Fitzgerald Aclan. 

Roberto Cano, a stock analyst at BPI Secu- 
riies, said he index would allfurtherifit did not 
retrace its break below 1,370. 

"We're looking at a trading range of 1,270- 
41,300 if the index fails to go beyond the 1,370. 
level" he said. AP, Reuters 


sive open market operations. “We 
could also increase the liquidity 
ceiling on government deposits in 
depository banks,” he said. 

"The central bank pays a 9-per- 
cent interest on bank deposits with 
the BSP of up to P5 billion. The 
next P5 billion in deposits or up to 
P10 billion earn a lower interest of 
7.5 percent, and depo: 
of P10 billion earn only 6 percent. 

Paying a flat 9-percent interest 
on bank deposits will encourage 
more lenders to keep their money 

the BSP's vaults. 

“We could remove the tiering to 


“If we increase the reserve re- 
quirement, we would increase it 
from the liquidity portion and not 
from the statutory reserve because 
we don't want intermediation cost 
to increase," the BSP chief said. 

‘An increase in reserves usually cent 
leads to higher cost of borrowing for 
individuals and businesses. 

Banks currently set aside 16 
centavos for every peso of their 
Ioanable funds and keep these in the 
central bank's vaults. Of the 16-per- 
cent reserve requirement, 7 percent cent 
comprises the liquidity reserve and 
9 percent the statutory, which earns 


siphon off excess liquidity. We do 
have a lot of options,” said the cen- 
tral bank governor. Buenaventura 
added that the policy-making Mon- 
etary Board could combine two or 
more alternatives to check the grow- 
ing liquidity. 

‘Buenaventura last week said the 
BSP was considering raising banks" 
reserve requirement from the cur- 
rent 16 percent in anticipation of the 
need to remove excess liquidity 
from the system if the growth in 
money supply would continue to 
‘outpace the performance of the 
economy. 


excess 


an interest lower than market rate. 

Buenaventura pointed out that in 
May, domestic liquidity increased 
by 14.7 percent when the growth in 
the gross domestic product in the 
first quarter stood at only 2.5 per- 


The central bank governor ex- 
plained that the BSP's target of al- 
lowing domestic liquidity to grow 
by 15 percent by year's end was pre- 
mised on a GDP growth projection 
ranging from 3.8 percent to 4.3 per- 


The GDP growth target was al- 
ready reduced to a range of 3.3 per- 


cent to 3.8 percent. "And now it 
looks like growth would be more on. 
the 3.3 than on the 3.8 percent," 
Buenaventura said. 

“If the economy would continue 
to decelerate while money supply 
continues to accelerate, we may raise. 
the reserve requirement to mop up 
some liquidity because excess 
money in the system could be infla- 
tionary,” the central bank chief said, 

The central bank takes out about 
P12 billion to P13 billion in excess 
liquidity from the system for every 
percentage point increase in the re- 
serve requirement. 
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RP, US near accord on trade barriers issue 


By Gi C. CABACUNGAN JR. 


‘THE PHILIPPINES and the US are 
close to reaching an accord on the con- 
troversial removal of non-tariff barr 

ers specifically on automotive parts ex- 
ports that nearly sparked a legal battle 
between the two countries atthe World 


Related 


‘Trade Organization. 
‘A government 

United States has finally relented to 

extend the implementation of Trade 

Investment 

(TRIMS), which lapsed in December me 

last year, for another three and a half the extension provided that the local 

years or up to June 2003. The exien- 


urce said the 


Measures 


sion is a compromise of the US 
government's initial offer of a two- 
year extension and the Philippines’ ini- 
tial demand of a five-year extension. 
Based on the preliminary agree- 
the United States has agreed to 
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Office of the President 
Toll Regulatory Board 


SOUTHERN TAGALOG ARTERIAL ROAD (STAR) 
AGREED TOLL RATE 
STAGE 1 - Sto. Tomas to Lipa City, Batangas 


Notice 


hereby given that as per the Toll Concession Agreement between the Republic of the Philippines 


acting by and through the Toll Regulatory Board (TRB) and the Department of Public Works and 
Highways (DPWH), and the Star Infrastructure Development Corporation (SIDC), STAR - Stage 1 has 
been declared by the TRB as a Toll Road and that the toll rates should be published in a newspaper of 
general circulation at least once a week for three (3) consecutive weeks. 


‘The following toll rates shall be applicable the next day after the date of complete compliance by SIDC of 
the TRB requirements under a Partial Toll Operation Certificate for Stage 1 - Sto. Tomas to Lipa City, 


Batangas. 


CLASS 11 (Cars, Jeepneys, Pick-Ups, Vans and the like) 


ENTRY/EXIT 


Sto. Tomas 


Sambat 


Sambat 4.00 


Bulihan 8.00 


4.00 


Tambo 16.00 


13.00 I 8.00 


local automotive assemblers to use do- 
mestic supplies for a portion of their 
final products, would be phased out 
gradually during the period. 

The other TRIM, net foreign exchange 
‘earnings or NEEF requirement (which re- 
quires automotive assemblers to bankroll 
half of their production costs from over- 


seas sales) willbe scrapped 
atthe end of the extension. 

The looming agree- 
ment averted a show- 
down between th 
United States and Philip- 
pines at the World Trade 
Organization's Trade 
Dispute Settlement 
board where the latter is 
at a disadvantage. 

The United States 
had threatened the Phil- 


try as an export base. 


The Philippines, however, wanted 
a TRIMS extension to give the auto- 
motive parts makers more time to re- 
cover from the 1997 financial crisis 
and the lingering economic slowdown. 
‘The Philippines noted that the WTO 


ippines with stiff trade sanctions such rules allow a five-year extension of 
as compensation from damages; elimi- 
nation of preferential trade access, and 
an increase on the tariffs of Philippine 
exports to the United States. 

"The source said the US government, 
at the lobbying of Ford Motor Co., 
wanted the Philippines to live up to its 
commitment to lift the TRIMS after five clothing, poultry and distilled spirits), 
years upon its signing in 1995. The 
United States said the TRIMS unduly 
limits access of American assemblers in 
the country because it forces them to — laws). 
buy more local parts and use the coun- 


TRIMS. 

Aside from the Philippines, the 
United States has threatened to suc five 
other countries to force them to junk 
their TRIMS—Brazil (for textile prod- 
ucts and lack of patent protection), 
Romania (discriminatory pricing on 


India (for autos), Argentina (for patent 
protection), and Denmark (weak en- 
forcement of patent and copyright 


‘The source said the bilateral agree- 
ment between the United States and the 
Philippines for the TRIMS extension 
was likely to be formalized once the 
American government inks similar 
pacts with seven other countries and 
sign a multilateral agreement under the 
WTO Committee on Trade in Goods, 


Creditors divided over . 
Shemberg unit's rehab | 


BY IRENE R. SINO-CRUZ 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY. Creditor banks of Shemberg Biotech 
Corp. are divided over the company's petition for re- 
abilitation which is now pending before the regional 
trial court. 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and two 
other foreign financing institutions want Shemberg 
Biotech to stop operations. 

"Two local commercial banks, however, are will- 
ing to consider the rehabilitation of the company pro- 
vided the plan is acceptable to them. 

‘The consortium of creditors of SBC's mother 
company Shemberg Marketing Corp. favors the 
company's rehabilitation. 

Aristotle Villaraza, chair of the SMC Creditors’ 
Consortium, said that the proposed rehabilitation of 
SBC was feasible 

Villaraza cited the experience of Shemberg Mar- 
keting, which is currently undergoing rehabilitation. 

“The rehabilitation is going well over the last 
three quarters. The company paid all creditor-banks, 
panicipating in the rehabilitation over P100 million," 
he told the court 

According to Villaraza, SBC could sustain its vi- 
ability if it would be allowed to undergo rehabilita- 
tion since the markets for its products were still there. 

However, SBC's creditor banks do not agree with 
him. 

The ADB, the CDC Group of Great Britain and 
the German company DEG are asking RTC Branch 


11 Judge Isaias Dicdican to terminate proceedings 
for SBC's petition Tor rehabilitation and instead of 
deris dissolution : 

Dicdican has been designated to preside over the 
only commercial court in Cebu : 

“The SBC has submited a petition for rehabiliti- 
tion before the RTC asking for approval of its reha- 
bition plan : 

In is petition, SBC is seeking the conversion of 
45 percent of loans with mulilteral lenders and 30 
percent of the loans with commercial banks into eq- 
tiy, 

Originally, the company owed a total of P600 
million but the principal amount rose to over PI bil- 
Tion after the currency adjustments resulting from the 
peso depreciation. 

‘The rehabilitation plan also includes the restruc- 
turing of the balance of the loans over a period of 10 
ea with two years grace period on principal re- 
Payment 

"The SBC also asked for the postponement of pay- 
ment of the accrued interest to afler nine years from 
the start of the restructuring period and a waiver of 
penalties. 

In its comment regarding the SBC petition, the 
ADB, the CDC and the DEG maintained thatthe 
company is "no longer a viable as going concern” 
for the past four years. TA 

They noted that continued operation of SBC is 
“not feasible or profitable and does not work to the 
best interest of the stockholders, parties-litigants, 
creditors or the general publi.” 


RP seeks P9.6B in funds 


for irriga 


"iv Curisine A. Gaviicas 


THE COUNTRY is seeking some P9.6 billion in fi- 
nancial assistance from the Japanese government to 
finance two irrigation projects next year. 

The National Irrigation Administration has 
sought the funding from the Japan Bank for Interna- 
tional Cooperation to finance the P8.6-billion Agno 
River Integrated Irrigation Project in Pangasinan and 
the Pl-billion Bago River Irrigation Project in 
Negros Occidental 

NIA Deputy Administrator Orlando Hondrade 
said the Agno River project could irrigate about 
70,800 hectares of farmlands which could yield some 
283.200 metric tons of palay. 

He said that the Bago River project was designed 
to irrigate some 15,000 hectares of farmlands that 
could produce some 283,200 metric tons of palay. 

The Japanese government through the JBIC is 
currently financing five irrigation projects in the 
country worth P14.5 billion. These are to be com- 
pleted in two to three years. 

These are the P3.5-billion Casecnan Multipurpose 
Project, the P623-million Tarlac Groundwater Irri- 


P2.I-billon Lower Agusan Development Project and 
the P2.38-billion Bohol Irrigation Project. 

"When fully completed, these six projects will if- 
rigate some 95,100 hectares of farmlands and ben- 
Sft 111,130 farmers," he said in a press conference 
yesterday : 

The Japanese government accounts for 70 percerit 
of the foal financing for national irrigation projects 
în the country. The World Bank and the Asian Dé 
velopment Bank shared the balance : 

Fioro Adviento, Japan Bank for International 
Cooperation Philippine manager for foreign asiste 
projects, said the Philippine government has for- 
Warded its request for ODA financing for these 
projects programmed for the year 2004. 

Adviento noted that the Philippines has been oh 
track in the implementation of most ongoing Japa- 
nese-funded irrigation projects. : 

In another development, the NIA said that th 
Office of the President has already pledged some P6 
billion in funds for the agency 


Urban Bank rehab seen 
to obtain SEC nod soon 


POLICY AND DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION, NC. 


(TR Vera Condon, 120 Amore St 
eges vilaga, Maa Cy 1229 
prr 
Teita 1138179 


NOTICE OF THE GENERAL MEETNG OF MEMBERS OF THE 
POUCY AND DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION, INC. 
GEC-NO ANDIZODU 


CLASS 2 (2-axle Trucks, Tourist/School Buses, PUB, Class 1 - above 7 ft. in height) 


ENTRY/EXIT 


Sto. Tomas 


Sambat 


Sambat 8.00 


Bulihan 16.00 


8.00 


Tambo 33.00 


25.00 


CLASS 3 (He 


Vehicles such as 3-axle and Trucks, Trailers) 


ENTRY/EXIT 


Sto. Tomas 


Sambat | 


Sambat 12.00 


Bulihan 24.00 


13.00 


[Tambo 49.00 


38.00 


SO ORDERED, July 18, 2001. 


By Authority of the Board. 


(SGD) JAIME S. DUMLAO, JR. 
Executive Director 


[— 
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EMBERS MEETING HELD ON JANUARY 20. 
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POLICY AND DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION, NC. 
ar 


(00) ceu seres 
ond Secretary 


Bv ELENA R. TORRIJOS $ 
THE SECURITIES and Exchange Commission is 
expected to approve soon the rehabilitation plan of 
Urbancorp Investments Inc., a 40 percent owned ĝi- 
vestment house of closed Urban Bank Inc.» 

"The receiver has no problem with the rehabilifa- 
tion plan so we should have no problem with itas 
well I's just a matter of paperwork,” SEC Chair 
Lilia Bautista told reporters yesterday. 

"The SEC nod will pave the way for the merger of 
Urbancorp and Urban Bank with Export and Indus 
try Bank : 

In a draft report submitted to the SEC on Md 
day, Corazon de la Paz, the interim receiver of 
Urbancorp, recommended the approval of the rel 
bilitation plan proposed by EIB and the National 
Association of Urban Bank and Urbancorp Deposi 
tors and Creditors. 

Bautista said the SEC would wait for copies uf 
merger papers and the respective approvals of plam 
by the Philippine Deposit Insurance Corp. and the 
Monetary Board, the policy-making body of the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, 

Bautista also noted that most of the creditors ot 
Urbancorp have already approved the rehabilitatiqu 
plan. 

Tn the draft report, De la Paz said that more thm 
84 percent of the tst investors and creditors of 
Urbancorp had confirmed their acceptance of the eq 
sity conversion and debt-servicing scheme under the 
rehabilitation plan 

Earlier this month, the PDIC board approved the 
rehab plan proposed by EIB and NAUD for Urban 
Bank and Urbancorp. The plan calls for a three-way 
merger among Urban Bank, Urbancorp and EIB with 
the former as the surviving entity but whose name 
will be changed to Export and Industry Bank Inc 

"The plan also calls for the conversion into equity 
of 10 percent of Urban Bank and Urbancorp depos- 
its and debts except the approximately P3 billion 
cowed to San Miguel Corp. Petron Corp. and Manila. 
Electric Co. 

The unconverted deposits and other liabilities 
would be prid over a three-year period i 
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Bebot's baby 


"TWO months into the Erap admin- 
istration, Joseph Estrada summoned 
to Malacafiang the six taipans who 
were the original proponents for the 
construction of Terminal 3 of the 
Ninoy Aquino International Air- 
port. 

Of the six, only three—Lucio 
Tan, John Gokongwei, and Andrew 
Gotianun—decided to show up. 

In that meeting (the meeting was 
set for 1 p.m. Erap's first appoint- 
ment for the day), the goonish ex- 
‘actor from San Juan asked the three 
taipans pointblank to drop their op- 
‘position and give the construction 
df the new Naia terminal to the lo- 
‘cal echo of a German group, repre- 
sented in that meeting by Jeffrey 
Cheng, a small airport cargo han- 
der who has hit the big-time with 
the right political connections. 

In addition to Cheng and the 
taipans, present in that Malacafiang 
meeting were Executive Secretary 


By Victor 
C. Agustin. 


Ronaldo Zamora, brother of low- 
key businessman Manuel Zamora 
(formerly of Security Bank); Trans- 
portation Secretary Vicente Rivera 
Jr., and two congressmen, ex-arms 
supplier Danilo Suarez and 
Pantaleon “Bebot” Alvarez. 

If the Alvarez name rings a cur- 
rent bell, itis because he is now the 
same secretary of the Department of 
‘Transportation and Communications 
on whose desk the life and death of 
the multibillion-peso contract for 
Naia Terminal 3 now hangs on. 

COCKTALES/ B4 


SEC draws up anti-laundering . . . 


(From page BI) 


Any suspicion of such transactions should be 
communicated to a senior executive of the firm for 
investigation. 


brokers firms should be suspicious pe 


Several developed countries, through the Finan- 
cial Action Task Force, have scored the Philippines 
for failing to put in place vital legislation and rules 
to prevent money laundering. 


large or unusual settlements of È . 


ceeds to an account different from É 


inal source account or to a third 
party; and unusual size, nature or frequency of a 
transaction. 


1 COUNTRY SHARES 
wy ASOFARYS at 


ow to speed up your 
printing. 
and scanning: 


Do everything 
in one machine. 


Aficio 


Call our sales hotlines now for FREE demonstration of the Aficio! 893-5372 » 817-6718 


A fast-growing business demands swift-moving 
operations. Day to day. That's why we offer a 
quick solution to help. A digital solution. 
Consider the Aficio. 

With the Aficio, you can now efficiently handle 
some of your most common, demanding office 
tasks--printing, scanning, faxing, copying, 
networking and more-in one machine. 

At less cost per page! 

Now spend less time and money every working 
day. With the Aficio. 

Available in speeds of 15, 18, 22, 35, 45 pages 
per minute. 


FREE SOFTWARE! 


Take full advantage of Aficio's FREE document 
‘management software when you select the Aficio 
printer and scanner options. 
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FIRST THINGS 


GOODYEAR 


VISIT YOUR NEAREST GOODYEAR SERVITEK AND TYRE PRO OUTLETS. 
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Confidence. Comfort. V 
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! PBCOM TOWE 


A joint project of PBCom and Filinvest Asia Corp. 
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2ND QUARTER 


Meralco net profit down 44% 


BY RONNEL W. DOMINGO 


THE LOPEZ-OWNED Manila Elec- 
irie Co. yesterday reported a 44.4-per- 
cent vear-on-yenr decline in its net in- 
‘came for the second quarter. 

Meraleo said it chalked up P338.6 
"nillion in net income for the second 
‘quarter this year compared to PIOI 
billion for he same period last year. 

The power distribution giant said 
the decrease was “due to the faster pace 
in the inerease of both operating and 
other non-operating expenses." 

Meralco suid its operating revenues 
reached P33.4 billion from April to 
June 2001, up 31.5 percent from last 
year's P254 billion. 


"This was brought about by an in- 
crease in volume sales, as well as in- 
creases in (revenues from) the pur- 
chased power cost and currency ex- 
change rate adjustment,” Meralco'sre- 
port sa 

Total sales volume in the second 
quarter reached 5.818 billion kilowatt- 
hours, up by 2.75 percent from 5.662 
billion kwh for the same period in 2000, 

However, operating expenses also 
rose by 33.7 percent to P32.1 billion. 
this year from P24 billion last year. 

‘This was due primarily to increases 
in purchased power cost, operations 
and maintenance expenses, deprecia- 
tion of the peso and increases in fran- 
chise taxes, the report said. 


"Other expenses for the quarter in- 
creased by 96.6 percent due to higher 
nerest expense (because of) the de- 
preciation ofthe peso; it added. 

The firm also said the rise in other 
expenses was duc to an increase in un- 
recovered purchased power beyond the 
mandated system loss cap. 

Meralco's operating income for the 
quare fell by 6.2 percent from P14 
billion in 2000 to PI3 billion in 2001. 

The power distributor also suffered 
248 4-percent slide in its year-on-year 
income for the first quarter from 
P764.1 million in 2000 to P394.4 mil- 
Hon this year. 

This means a 47-percent decrease 
in the firm's year-on-year net income 


for the first semester. 

Meralco posted P952.995 million 
in net income from January to June this 
year against P1.799 billion for the 
‘same period last year. 

The distributor has observed "dete- 
riorating distribution margins because of 
the delay in the approval of a rate hike.” 

‘Meralco has a pending petition with 
the Energy Regulatory Commission 
for a 30-centavo-per-kwh rate increase, 
which is facing strong opposition from 
the Office of the Solicitor General and 
the National Association of Electricity 
Consumers for Reforms. 

The OSG is questioning Meralco's 
computation of its return on rate base 
or the measure of its profitability. 


Cocktales 


(From page B3) 


Despite the Terminal 3 contract having been ap- 
proved and secretly amended three times during the 
Erap years, Alvarez, a personal choice of Gloria 
Macapngal-Atroya, lus for strange reasons ada- 
mamiy refused t disclose the eontract's terms, 

The disclosure would resolve one simple ques- 
tion. Did the government provide direcuindirect 
guarantee to the build-operate-transfer project? If the 

rap administration did, then the contract would be 
mill and void. 

There is still one reason why Alvarez could not 
possibly disclose the contract—the six taipans would. 
technically still have the right to match the German 
eonsortium’s terms within 30 days after being fur- 
nished a copy of the Terminal 3 contract. 

You may ask how. given their financial and po- 
litical might, did the six taipans get trounced by a 
mew amd even foreign kid on the block. 


the taipans had proposed are dift 
traet terms (like the indirect government guarantee 
‘and the monopoly of airport services) that were fi- 
nally handed over to Piateo, the German-Filipino 
consortium. 

Another but more compelling reason is that the 
taipans had made a pact among themselves that, this. 

ipt pura sa huyen project at the behest of Presi- 
«lent. Ramen, they would conduct transactions with 
the san etued agencies on an above-board basis. 
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Preaching in print 
BROTHER Mike Velarde's patron im Malacañang 


may have been ousted, but the Barnum-and-Bailey- 
style preacher has found a new ally in his eamest 


lous drift of what we are try- 


desire to strengthen his role as a mass media evange- 
lis 

From TV and radio evangelism, Bro. Mike's reli 
gious empire has now branched off into print, hav- 
ing acquired a 10-percent stake in the newspaper con- 
trolled by port services king Enrique Razon Jr 

Not content with a minority stake, Bro. Mike 
would even write a regular column for the paper. 
whose strong selling points have been its regular fare 
of bathing beauties, mistresses, and feng shui/horo- 
scope predictions 

But unlike the regular hacks in the racket, Bro. 
Mike would be freed from the regular commute to 
the Port Area offices to turn in his fire-and-brimstone 
column; instead, the preacher would send the piece 
either via fax or modem from the comforts of his 
Ayala Alabang home or the rarefied heights of his 
Tagaytay Highlands cottage. 

Heard through the grapevine 
‘THE NEW Manila Polo Club president, Policarpio 
Ascalon, was the treasurer of the board during the 
incumbency of Antonio M. Garcia, 

If it is rue as Ascalon now alleges that Garcia 
had to resign earlier this month because Garcia 
nagled with the club figures to show a profit instead 
‘of a whopping loss, how come this financial manipu- 
lation escaped the scrutiny of Ascalon the treasurer? 
(Cocktales may be reached by e-mail at 
cocktales. pdi yahoo.com or at cocktales_pdi@ 
hotmail.com.) 


lake you around the country 


and beyond. 
for the most mind and 


af petite stimulating xectpes 


au hod. stones. 


LY INQUIRER 


LIFESTYLE 


DISCLOSURES 


ALASKA Milk Corp. 
on July 23 purchased 
882.000 AMC shares at 
P202 per share, 120,000 
AMC shares at P2.04 
per share and 60,000 
‘AMC shares at P2.06 for 
thecompany's stock buy 
eae 
LEPANTO Consoli- 
dated Mining Co. pro- 
duced 11,930 ounces of 
gold, 321,217 pounds 
of copper and 84,245 
ounces of silver during 
the month of June with 
an estimated value of 
P191.2 million. 
THE END of the offer 
period for member- 
brokers for Primex 
Corp.'s initial public 
offering is today. 
EASYCALL Commu- 
nications Philippines 
Inc. announced that the 
Board of Investments 
approved its application 
as new IT service firm 
inthe field of electronic 
customer relationship 
‘management. 
SAN Miguel Corp. 
clarified that the com- 
pany is still in discus- 
sions with RFM Group 
for the acquisition of 
REM's entire stake in 
Cosmos Bottling Corp. 
BANK of the Philip- 
pine Islands declared 
its regular cash divi- 
dend of P0.80 per 
share and special cash 
idend of P1.60 per 
share. Record date is 
seron Aug, 7 with date 
payable on Aug 22. 
un 
SQL* Wizard Ine. ad- 
vised that the company 
is not aware of any in- 
formation that caused 
the unusual movement 
in the trading of its 
shares last July 23, 
‘THE BOARD of Phil- 
Ippine Savings Bank 
approved the resigna- 
tion of Joey A. 
Bermudez as director 
and senior executive 
vice president, Alfredo 
S, Barretto us executive 
vice president, Ricardo 
V. Martin as senior 
vice president and chief 
finance officer and 
Maximo V. Estrada as 
senior vice president, 


Compiled by Ray 
Leyesa, PDI Research 


Philippine Stock Exchange 


(As of Monday, July 23, 2001) 
OPEN HIGH LOW 
BANKS & FINANCIAL SERVICES 
BANKS 

Asiairust Dev. Bank Ino. 40 4848 
Bank ofthe Phil. stands 55 s o 
Equtabio PCI Bank nc 55 5 095 
First E-Bank Cor. 18 18 — 18 
Motopoltan Bank A Trust — 208 — 207 209 
Philippine National Bani o o 4^ 
PL Savings Bank æ s» m 
Pizai Comm! Bkg Corp. A m m» 
Union Bank ofthe Ph 245 25 25 
FINANCIAL SERVICE 
oas 035 
25 25 
DNE 
[C 
4250 — 1200 — 1250 
COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL 
‘COMMUNICATION 
Abs-Cbn Broadcasting Cop, — 985 — 395 
Diveried Fin. Network 886 71 
Digital Telecom Phils. inc. 049 — 049 
Globe Telecom Inc. [07] 
Uvery Telecoms Holdings oss 048 
Mania Buletin Pub. Corp. 38 — 87 
Phat os? 05 
Phi. Telegraph & Tel. Co. O28 — 028 
Phi. Long Dis Tel Co. [2 
Naniage Corp. 08 
Phiweb. Com Inc. 0033 0094 
POWER & ENERGY 
$5 as S5 
45 4 — 4 
198 2 198 
‘TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 
Asian Terminals inc. 136 136 — 136 — (46 
Inr Container Term Sv 22 — 224 22 22 
CONSTRUCTION & OTHER RELATED PRODUCTS 
Engineering Equi. inc. 033 033 033 — 030 
Phi Nati Const. Cop. 75 78 75 78 
Union Cement Corp, 138 — 12 — 118 — 12 
FOOD, BEVERAGES & TOBACCO 
Alaska Mik Corp. 208 208 — 202 
Cosmos Botting Cor. 47485 
Jitoe Foods Coro. 1376 
La Tondofa Distilers inc. 285 285 
RFM Corp. T 228 
San Miguel Corp. A a 
San Miguel Corp. B p 
Varien Corp. o5 


stocks close voume 


20,000 
207.800 
111.000 
2000 
90,800, 
19000 
10,000 


Filipino Fund inc. 
First Metro Invest. Corp. 
Manulfe Financial Corp. 
PCI Leasing & Fin. In. 

‘Sun Life Financial Serv, 


035 
215 
1425 


ET 


Manila Electio Co. A 
Manila Electio Co. B. 
Patron Corp. 


5,00 
628,700 
442,000 


20,000 
839,000 


10,000 
4000 
051,000 


202 
475 
1875 


1,972,000 
'582.000. 
1,184300. 
16000. 
8,030,000 
'678400. 
1.228400 
100,000 


Ayala Cor. a 
Aboliz Equtty Ventures 142 —— 24000 
AoNet Holdings Inc. 128 — 1318000 
Alcom Gold Res. Corp. 0095 875,000,000 
ATN Holdings Ine. 4000 
Bacnotan Cons Indus Inc. 200 
Benpres Holdings Corp. 3,588,000 
Filinvest Dev. Corp. 10,000 
First Phi Hldgs Corp 388,400 
Global Equites inc. 20,000, 
 Guoco Holdings (Phi) 30,000 
Tonics inc. 14800 
JG. Summit Holdings in, 170,000 
Macroasia Corp. 22,000 
adco Holdings 30.000 
Megaworid Carp. 2,600,000, 
Movo Paci Corp. 300,000 
Phitread Holdings Corp. 1,000 
Soli Group inc. 400000. 
“Tanduay Holdings inc. 22,000 
Univige Holdings Ine. 30,000 
MANUFACTURING, DISTRIBUTION & TRADING 

1a 146 1A 144 
Music Corp. 124 — 184 — 18 18 
Cantal Azucar Don Pedro os? os? os osr 
SPI Technologies Inc. 645 15 15 

HOTEL, RECREATION & OTHER SERVICE 
Bele Cor. os os 05 os 
Fairmont Holdings inc. 05 os os os 
Leisure & Resorts Corp. 045 045 045 045 
Manta Jockey Cub 5 01 (18 8 
Phipine Racing Cub 5 $15 53 
BONDS, PREFERRED & WARRANTS 

Abs-Cbn Hdgs. Corp (Pd as 5 E] 
oita Warrants 185 — i825 — 135 & 
"Orco Corp. Warrant 0.0028 00028 00028 20 
PLDT (10% Pre) Series W 1025 1025 — 1025 
PLOT (10% Pref Series X 105 — 105 105 
PLOT (10% Pret Series Z 108 — 105 — 105 
PLOT 10% Pre! Soros Aa 10 10 
Phiweb Com Inc Warrants [X3 


312,000 


Core-Cost inc. 10,000 
54000 
180,000 


5000 


50000. 
530.000 
14,000,000 
3,867,000 
15,410,000 


1400 
0 


32,200, 


Ayata Land inc. 
(Cebu Holdings Inc. 
C & P Homes ine. 025 
Cyber Bay Corp. T 027 
Empire East Land Inc. 03 
Filinvest Land inc. 202 
Robinsons Land Corp. 204 
‘SM Development Corp. ose 
SM Prime Holdings ine T 55 


485 
028 


485 
038 
025 
027 


3,090,000 
100,000 
320,000 
3,000,000 
360,000 
4,789,000 
2,600,000 
40.000 
27,000 


Apex Mining Co. Inc. A 
Apex Mining Co. Ino. B 
?ogon-Suyoc Mines A 
Lepanto Cons, Mag. Co, B. 
Onico Corp. 

Polar Minas & Dev Corp. 
Philex Mining Corp. A 
Philex Mining Corp. B. 


0.008 
0.008 
005 
0.185 
0.004 
0022 
047 
048 


5.000.000 
10,000,000 
56,500,000 
'870,000 
27,000,000 
410,200,000 
150,000 
350,000 


0022. 
0.0055 


Imperial Res. 
Intorpon Res, 
"ntarport Res. B. 
venta Pet. & Min. 


8,200,000 
2,000,000 
1,000,000. 
4,000,000 

17,000,000. 

100,000, 
100,000 


028 


Unit. Euro 


Equivalent 


Country Foreign 
currency 
In USS 
1,000000 
0.008030 
4.421000 
0,128370 
0.577167 
0.647375 
0.547645 
0.507357 
2.652681 
NA 
0.266867 
0,548160 
0.000090 
0,021863 
0.272331 
0,000766 
0.889700 
0.444871 
0,132605 
0.394853 
0.083204 
0.021688 
0.000449 
0.148273 
0,004338 
0.006227 
0.021660 
15104291 


Forelgn 
currency in 
Peso 
53.3870 
0.4202 
75.8628 
8.538 
90.8182 
34.5614 
292871 
27.0863 
141.6178 
NA 
14.2388 
29.1573 
0.0083, 
1.1672 
14,5888 
0,0409 
484307 
237397 
7.0783 
21.0603 
8.3743 
1.1610 
0.0240 
7.8001 
2318 
02791 
1.1810 
58.0548 


Dollar 
Yen 
Pound 
Dollar 
Franc 
Dollar 
Dollar 
Dollar 
Dinar 
Dinar 
lal 
Dollar 
Rupiah 
Baht 
Dirham 
Won 
Euro 
Mark 
Frano 
Gulider 
Sohiling 
Franc 
Lire 
Markka 
Escudo 
Poseta 
Frano 
Punt 


United States 
Japan 
United Kingdom 
Hong Kong 
Switzeriand 
Canada 
Singapore 
Australia. 
Bahrain 
Kuwelt 
Saudi Arabia. 
Brunel 
Indonesia 
‘Thalland 
UAE 

Korea 

Euro 
Germany 


1,149822 
0.009243 
1.833807 
0.147803 
0.663638 
0.744968 
0.620694. 
0.583370 
3.050087 

NAA 
0.306620 
0.827975 
0.000114 
0.025139 
0.313132 
0,000881 
1.000000 
0511282 
0.152450 
0453781 
0.072673 
0,024789 
0.000516 
0.168188 
0.004068 
0,008010 
0.024789 


Luxembour 
z 1.200738 
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BLOCKING STOLEN PHONES 

Globe Telecom, Isla Communications and Smart Communications have agreed to prevent stolen post-paid Global 
System for mobile communications handsets from being used by other people. The memorandum of agreement was 
signed by Globe SVP for corporate and regulatory affairs Rodolfo Salalima (second from right), Islacom legal counsel 
V. Froilan M. Castelo (right) and Smart legal, external and carrier relations head Rogelio V. Quevedo ( left). The 
signing was witnessed by Transportation Secretary Pantaleon Alvarez (center), NTC Commissioner Eliseo M. Rio 
Jr. (third from left) and NTC Deputy Commissioners Kathleen Heceta (second from left) and Armi Jane Borje (third 
fromright) 


SPI unit seen picking up 


INFORMATION technology service company 
SPI Technologies Inc. is expecting a turnaround 
in the operations of its call center business by 
the fourth quarter, which will allow the company 
to remain profitable this year. 

‘This developed as the company reported a net 
loss of P43 million during the second half of the. 
year compared to a net income of P6 million the 
Same period last year. The losses were traced to 
the consolidation of e-Telecare International with 
its profitable IT outsourcing businesses. 

The new call center business started operations 
last September and had been a drag to the company's 
bottom line during the first half of the year. 

But SPI Tech president Emest Cu said in a 
briefing to analysts that the company was expect- 
ing to neutralize the losses in the first semester 
of the year, especially with the fast growth of 
the cail center business. He noted that the 
outsourcing IT business continued to be profit- 
able while losses from the call center have started 

octo decline. t 

"The call center business continued to incur an 
operating loss of P65 million in the second quarter. 
Steady improvement in sales and ramp up cost of 
new contracts allowed eTelecare to register a lower 
net loss of P39 million in the second quarter com- 
pared to a PS7-million net loss in the first quarter," 
Cu reported. 

e-Telecare's current clients includé a telephone 
company, a credit card company, an incentive man- 
agement services firm and a financial services com- 
pany. This business accounted for 24 percent of SPT's 
total sales during the first semester of the year. 


Franchising guru coming to RP 
FRANCORP Philippines said franchising guru be- 
hind the Jollibee franchise, Donald DI. Boroian, is 
coming to Manila to do a special franchise Seminar 
on Sept. 12. 

‘Timed with Franchise Asia 2001, the biggest fran- 
chise show in Asia this year, Francorp Philippines 
will offer a very special edition of its well-lauded 
"Franchise Your Business” seminar with Boroian. 

Boroian is the chair of Francorp Inc. with head- 
quarters in Chicago, USA. With more than 40 years 
Of experience in franchising, he is a much sought- 
after consultant in the feld of business expansion 
Francorp US has provided consulting services to 
more than 10,000 businesses worldwide and has 
done full franchise development programs for over 
2,000 companies. 

Boroian is also an expert on franchise litigation, 
has given various seminars on franchising and ex- 
pansion strategies, and is widely quoted by US jour- 
malit as an authority in franchising. 


Siemon value added reseller 
TECHNOLOGIES Specialist Inc., provider of state- 
of-the art products and exceptional professional ser- 
vices catering to both telecommunications and data 
communications requirements, forges a partnership. 


Join the BSA Assistance in Softw: 


SM to push through 
with Baguio project 


BAGUIO CITY—Taipan Henry Sy has finally re- 
tumed to Baguio to build an SM mall here that he 
launched as early as 1995, but which remained dor- 
‘ant until April, businessmen and city officials told 
the INQUIRER 

The SM Baguio project was launched here by Sy 
himself and former President Fidel Ramos, but the 
business tycoon later veered toward Cebu City where 
he concentrated on an SM mall venture there 

Sy confided to local businessmen about his plans 
to revive the SM Baguio mall project on a prime real 
esate he bought fom the owners of the old Pines 

ot 

He bas also been constructing buildings on the 
same lot, which will accommodate restaurant fran- 
chises he hosts in most of his malls 

"Lspoke to Henry Sy myself in two separate func- 
tions and he said he was prepared to go fll blast on 
SM Baguio after the rams." said Carlos Honorio 
Estepa. the Cordillera governor of the Philippine 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PCCI). 

Sy will be plunging head on ino a construction 
boom that continues here im spite of the fluctuating 
eso, said Leo Bernardez, city engineer. 

Local investors have been raising six- to nine- 
story buildings since December last year, most of 
these are hotel projects intended to fill up the gaps in 
Baguio's tourism market. 

“The boom was dictated by “a forward looking 


perspective on tourism,” Estepa said, 

Estepa is an official of the North Philippines, 
Tourism Council that had been tapped by the gov- 
ernment to sell the country as an investment site to 
foreign tourists. 

The innovative approach will anchor most of the 
programs of the Ceniral East Asia Growth Project 
(CEAGP), an investment plan devised by the gov- 
ernment of ousted President Joseph Estrada, but 
‘which was adopted by the Macapagal administration, 

‘Sy will be reentering Baguio, where the mall fa- 
cility had already been tested for its regional appeal. 

"The city hosts two shopping malls, whose chief 
market targets are consumers from the outlying 
towns of the Cordillera, Pangasinan and La Union, 

At least two of the ongoing hotel projects also 
incorporate mall features. 

But Sy is reportedly bent on opening a hotel, in- 
stead of a mall franchise, based on the track records 
of the existing SM malls, businessmen here noted. 

Sy's original design called for an ambitious hotel 
facility at Luneta Hill, where the Pines Hotel burned 
down in 1981, and a separate SM mall at an open lot 
‘owned by the Government Service Insurance System. 
The two sites will be bridged by a 50-meter covered 
overpass. 

"The GSIS here noted that Sy's bid for the lot was 
never pursued. Vincent Cabreza, PDI Northern 
Luzon Bureau 
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are Auditing Program (ASAP), 
and get a “Clean Bill of Software Health.” 


with telecommunications cabling manufacturer 
Siemon Co. as its authorized value added reseller in 
the Philippines. 

‘TSI president Ronald Amel F. Bernal said the 
TSI-Siemon partnership will ensure that clients 
would benefit from the highest quality cabling infra- 
structure for their telecommunication requirements. 

Committed to providing the customer with tele- 
communication infrastructure for voice, data and 
video applications, TSI offers multi-user, multi-host 
and multi-media connectivity; structured cabling and 
intelligent building systems, and servers supply, in- 
stallation and maintenance, 


Leading non-life insurer 
MALAYSIA Insurance Co. Inc. remained the 
country's leading non-life insurance company in the 
Philippines last year, data submitted to the Insurance 
Commission showed. 

Malayan emerged as the No. | company in the 
category of industry gross premiums, scoring P300 
million higher over te second-ranked company. 

It bested 111 other companies with a gross pre- 
mium of P2 billion. 

The figure reflects an 8-pereent increase from its 
1999 gross premiums. The figures are based on a 
comparison of the submitted financial statements of 
all non-life insurance companies, as required by the 
Insurance Commission. 

Malayan Insurance Co. Inc. is the core company 
of the Malayan Group of Insurance Companies, 
Which recorded a total asset base of P10.440 billion 
in the year 2000, making it the biggest non-life in- 
surance group inthe Philippines. 


If your company is using illegal software, you 
face the risk of being raided. And if convicted, you 
could spend up to 9 years in prison and pay fines 
of up to P1.5 million. The damage to your business 
and reputation can be serious, perhaps, irreparable. 


Don't wait until it is too late. Join BSA's 
Assistance in Software Auditing Program (ASAP). 


ASAP is endorsed and supported by the 
Information Technology and E-Commerce Council 
(ITECC), the highest ICT policy-making body in the 
Philippines. 


To register your interest, just complete the ASAP 
reply form that your company will be receiving 
through the mail along with other materials pertaining 
to the program. If you have not received any letter 
from BSA so far, call the BSA ASAP Hotline at 
893-7354 or log on to www.bsa.org/philippines. 


Reply forms must be returned by mail at P.O. 
Box 3335 MCPO Makati, Metro Manila or by 
fax at 891-3431 on or before August 31, 2001 for 
your company to be eligible for the program. 


Business Software Al 


Report software piracy at 811-5897 (Metro Manila) or 1-800-1-888-8787 (outside Metro Manila) 
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Asean pledges to narrow rich-poor divide 


TORUM] 
{Tuesday to narrow the chasm that separated the 
Fepion’s richest nation from countries sl mired in 
{Third World poverty. 

Foreign ministers of the Association of Southeast 
lasian Nations adopted a "Hanoi Declaration" pledg- 
{ng to bring impoverished members closer fo the 

world standard of living in Singapore 
[Se resolve to promote, through concerted ef- 
Forts, effective cooperation and mutual assistance to 
arrow the development gap among Asean member 
‘countries and between Asean and the rest of the 
ord for the sake of dynamic and sustained growth 
Pf our region and prosperity f all our peoples,” the 
declaration said. 

"We shall work together to identify, through re- 
earch, analysis and consultation, the comparative 
rengihs of our economies and their potential for 
Complementarity, with a view to promoting regional 
Economic integration and a sense of community and 
‘Sheed responsibilty among our nations 

"The declaration was formally adopted ate Mon- 
day and would be issued at the end of a two-day 
neeting in the Vietnamese capital, later Tuesday. 


Report, however, calls Asean 


an ‘ineffectual 


HANOI—An end-of-term report card submitted to 
Southeast Asian governments by the regional bloc's 
top official made a dismal reading on the state of an 
organization seen by many as an ineffectual talking 
shop, delegates said Tuesday. 

T think the report is very useful, very construc- 
tive and very candid indeed,” said Thai Foreign Min- 
ister Surakiart Sathirathai after he and colleagues 
from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations re- 
ceived the report late Monday. 

"The annual evaluation, presented by Asean Sec- 
{etary General Rodolfo Severino, is harshly critical 
of the slow pace of regional integration effects, ac- 
cording to delegates who declined to be identified. 

It attacked a half-hearted approach to programs 
such as trade liberalization and other regional com- 
mitments to economic reform, the delegates told 
ATP. 

But the Thai minister said the report "set a very 
good foundation for our discussions both in the 
‘AMM (Asean ministerial meeting) and the retreat”. 


‘Asean countries face an enormous task in bridg- 
ing a gap that has Laos, on one side, 100 times poorer 
than Singapore in terms of income per head. 

‘The ministers said they would “devote special ef- 
forts and resources to promoting the development of 
the newer member countries of Asean—Cambodia, 
Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam" through improving in- 
frastructure, human resources and information tech- 
nology. 

“We shall continue to expand and deepen our 
linkages with the rest of the world, particularly with 
China, Japan and the Republic of (South) Korea 
within the Asean Plus Three framework, and with 
the other dialogue partners of Asean,” the declara- 
tion said. 

‘The private sector would also be involved in the 
drive, the ministers pledged, in a region where com- 
munist members Laos and Vietnam still insisted on 
the leading role of state enterprise. 

‘The 10 nations agreed to step up regional trade 
initiatives and work towards implementing an agree- 
‘ment for a free-trade area by 2003 among its found- 
ing members—Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Phil- 
ippines, Singapore and Thailand. AFP 


eR 


talking shop’ 


The traditional retreat late Monday in a Hanoi 
hotel gave the Asean foreign ministers a free rein on 
discussions, which on the sidelines of the two-day 
annual meeting have been dominated by the political 
upheaval in Indonesia. 

I think Asean is indeed really moving forward 
and there's been many areas that we've been work- 
ing together quite well, especialy in the sub-regional 
‘cooperation, the eradication of narcotic drugs,” 
Sorakiart added. 

"They (the Jakarta-based secretariat) think each 
and every individual country has been working 
quite well under the framework of IAI (Initiatives. 
for Asean Integration), but Asean has not done 
enough PR for what we have achieved in the past. 
year.” 

‘Asked if Asean should abandon its policy of con- 
sensual decision-making, which critics argued 
crippled the organization's ability to respond to re- 
gional instability, the Thai minister 
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from 367,333 units last year. 


cenai 


associate May Arthapan. 


“The Thai, Indonesian and Malaysian 
automotive markets continue to recover at 
respectable rates, despite the countries’ un- 

‘economic conditions,” said ARA 


‘But in the Philippines, “unresolved po- 
litical and social problems are cutting into 
consumer confidence,” Arthapan said. 
Thailand posted the biggest increase in 
percentage terms, with sales up 14 percent 
to 112,903 vehicles, while the Malaysian 


A VIETNAMESE vendor is pictured with the remains of a B-52 US bomber (background) shot down in 1972 at B-52 Lake in 
Hanoi. US Secretary of State Colin Powell is paying a visit to Hanoi, where he will attend a series of conferences related to the. 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations along with foreign ministers of China, Japan, South Korea and other countries. AP 


RP weighs down SE Asia auto sales 


‘SINGAPORE—New vehicle sales in South- 
east Asia's four biggest markets rose 9 per- 
cent in the five months of this year, weighed 
down by a weak performance in the Philip- 
pines, an industry monitor said Tuesday. 

‘The Philippines was the only market to 
experience a decline with a fall of 15 per- 
cent, Automotive Resources Asia Lid. said 
in its latest report. 

New vehicle sales in Indonesia, Malay- 
sia, Thailand and the Philippines from 
January to May totaled 400,200 units, up 


market rose 11 percent to 150,287 and In- 
donesia was up 9 percent to 108,058 units, 

In the Philippines, sales dropped 15 per- 
cent to 28,952 vehicles from 34,024 in the 
same period last year. 

‘The Philippines this year has seen a popu- 
lar uprising topple President Joseph Estrada 
in favor of Vice President Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo, followed by riots and a march on the 
presidential palace by 50,000 Estrada sup- 
porters after he was charged with plunder, 
‘which carries the death penalty. — AFP 


Japan key to US prosperity, 
Asia growth, says Powell 


TOKYO—US Secretary of State Colin Powell on 
Monday offered Washington's support for Prime 
Minister Junichiro Koizumi's economic reform 
plans, saying Japan's economy held the key to 
American prosperity and Asian growth. 

“Our government fully supports Prime Minister 
Koizumi's economic reform agenda and we stand 
ready to assist in any way we can,” Powell told a 
news conference near the end of a brief stop in To- 
kyo at the start of a five-day Asian tour. 

"The prime minister and I discussed our coun- 
tries’ responsibilities as the world's two largest 
economies to do what we can to stimulate economic 
prosperity,” Powell said. 

"We both want to see a strong healthy Japanese 
‘economy because we believe that a vibrant Japanese 
‘economy is key to America's prosperity and to Asia's 
growth,” he added. 

‘The popular Japanese leader is expected to lead 
his party to victory in an Upper House election on 
Sunday, seeking a mandate for reforms that are ex- 
pected to inflict more pain on an economy already 
hit by its worst slump in half a century. 

Reflecting doubts about Koizumi's reforms and 
worries about the world economy, the Tokyo stock 
market's key Nikkei average has recently lost about 
20 percent ofits value since a year's high of 14,556.11 
touched on May 7, shortly afier he took office. 

Koizumi reiterated on Tuesday that promoting 
reforms would lead to economic recovery and revi- 
talization. “We should not react to every movement 
in the stock market. There is no change in my view 
that we should press ahead with reforms,” he said. 

“Reforms will lead to an economic recovery and 
revitalization,” he told reporters. 


POWELL 


Powell is in Tokyo briefly before flying to the 
ASEAN regional forum, Asia's key security group, 
which is meeting from July 24 to 26 in Hanoi. Reuters 


Japanese mobile phone makers 
may shift production to China 


TOKYO—Two major Japanese mobile phone part 
makers said Tuesday they might move production 
bases to China to side-step a painful 100-percent tar 
iff imposed by Beijing on certain products made in 
Japan. 

Kyocera Corp., the world's largest maker of com- 
puter ceramics used in mobile telephones, said it was 
Considering moving production of personal handy 
phone pars to China because the 100-percent tariff 
hike meant its exports to the country were no longer 
competitive. 

“ifthe tariffs continue, we are thinking about 
shifting (production) to China to get around the prob- 
lem,” said Kyocera spokesperson Masaaki Ito. 

‘The technology leader ceased exports of PHS 
units to China earlier this month because of the hike 
in duties. 

"Our products are now so expensive no one wants 
to buy them,” said to 

"This year the company had hoped to ship 30 bil- 
lion yen ($250 million) worth of mobile phone com- 


ponents to China. 

Japan's Sanyo Electric Co. Ltd. said it too had 
halted exports to China as a result of the tariff hike 
and was adopting a "wait-and-see" stance regarding. 
whether to shift production to the mainland. 

"When the tariffs were first announced, we had 
hoped PHS units would not be included as they were. 
not specifically mentioned, but now it seems as 
though this was just wishful thinking,” said company 
spokesperson Derek Wentz. 

"We have not stopped production but the 100- 
percent tax price makes our products so expensive 
that Chinese buyers do not want to purchase them so 
we have stopped exporting for now," said a second 
Sanyo spokesperson Akihito Oiwa. 

Instead, the company is shipping more units to 
‘Taiwan and Hong Kong. 

"We have adopted a wait-and-see stance to find 
out how long this (trade row) continues, but moving 
our production to China is definitely a possibility." 
said Wentz. AFP 


Opec to reduce oil production 


CARACAS Organization of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries secretary general Ali Rodriguez said Mon- 
day Opec's meeting in early August would "agree 
on a production cut of between one million and 1.5 
million barrels” per day. 

The extraordinary session—to be attended by 
ministers from Opec nations on Aug. 6 to 7 in 
Vienna, according to the official Algerian press 
agency APS—would “stop the fall (in prices) that 
has become very pronounced in the last few days," 
Rodriguez added. 

Rodriguez warned that the drop in prices could 
take oil "very far below 22 dollars" a barrel, speak- 
ing on VTV television. 


The widely expected announcement came in re- 
sponse to the falls last week in oil prices, which re- 
flected a global economic slowdown in industrial- 
ized countries, resumed exports by Iraq and increased 
levels of US crude stocks. 

Rodriguez also said a cut in production would 
serve to “halt the extremely high levels of specula- 
tion there is at the moment.” 

1n London, the price of oil rallied early on Mon- 
day as the Opec oil-exporting cartel signaled that it 
could cut output as early as next month, 

Late last week, oil prices slumped below $24 a 
barrel to levels noi seen for six months, as concerns 
mec wenk demand meme arn 
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Fox Family Channel 
added to Disney s 


cable cache 

The chidren s cable network Fox g 
Family Woridnide ine has been 
bought by Wak Disney Co. for f, 
Dillion in cash plus the assumption 

Ff $2 Bbitlon in debt. The Fax Fary 
Channel reaches about 81 mikon 
ubteribers in the United States, 


Walt Disney Co. 


2000 talos: $25.4 billion 
2000 not Income: $920 million. 
Employees: 120,000. 

Hondquarters: Burbank, Cali. 


Major cable holdings 

> ARE Network: 38% 

P Disnoy Channel 

EF Entertsinment 
Television: 40% 

P ESPN: 80% 

> The History Channel: 38% 

> Lifetime Entertainment 
‘Services: 50% 
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IMF sees robust US growth 


WASHINGTON—The International 
Monetary Fund expects the US 
economy to expand at just 1.5 percent 
this year before posting a more robust 
expansion of 2.5 percent next year. 
"The forecasts, prepared for the in- 
ternational lender's upcoming annual 
assessment of the world's richest 
economy, predic that economic activ- 
ity will pick up modestly in the second 
half of this year after a sluggish siart. 
The source told Reuters that the re- 
port calls for "a modest pickup in 
growth in the second half of the year, 
Supported by the aggressive easing of 
monetary policy, the recently enacted 


fiscal stimulus and the completion of 
the inventory adjustment cycle." 

‘The source added that the IMF 
would advise the US Federal Reserve 
to "be ready to cut interest rates fur- 
ther if signs of weakness persist.” 

‘On Friday, the IMF's executive 
board will discuss the latest assessment 
of the US economy, with an official 
statement expected soon afterward. 
The source stressed that the forecasts 
could still be changed by IMF econo- 

m the days leading up to the 


The latest forecasts are identical to 
those published in April by the IMF as 


part of its World Economic Outlook. 

Nevertheless, the forecast is impor- 
lant as a sign that the lender remains 
hopeful that prospects in the United 
States—the driving force behind glo- 
bal growth in recent years—will re- 
bound after a weak start to the first half 
of the year that had led some to fear 
about a possible recession. 

Despite that, the IMF's forecasts 
are weaker than those of the Bush ad- 
ministration, which has a rosier fore- 
cast for next year. 

Earlier on Monday, White House 
economic adviser Glenn Hubbard said 
he expected US growth would rebound 


to a solid 3 percent in 2002, 

‘The Federal Reserve has so far cut 
interest rates by 2.75 percentage points 
this year in an effort to boost growth 
prospects. Also, President George W. 
Bush has enacted dn 11-year tax cut 
worth $1.35 trillion in the hope of 
boosting spending in the economy. 

Hubbard’s latest comments were 
also slightly more optimistic than those. 
‘made last week by Fed Chairman Alan 
Greenspan. The central banker said al- 
though the US economy might be shak- 
ing off its malaise, there might still be 
risks to the economy that could force the. 
Fed to cut rates again. Reuters 


Mum '’s the word on corporate outlook 


NEW YORK—Those seeking clues to 
prospects for the stumbling US 
‘economy from the latest batch of earn- 
ings reports are getting little help as 
America's corporate titans say they 
cannot see beyond the factory gate. 
‘The suddenness of the dotcom col- 
lapse and the telecommunications 
equipment market's severe downturn 
has made them particularly wary of 


Hyundai 
president 
resigns 


SEOUL— Hyundai Mo- 
tor Co. president Lee 
Kye-Ahn on Tuesday 
handed in his resignation. 

to pave the way for cor- 
porate restructuring, 
news reports said. 

Yonhap news agency 
quoted an unidentified 
Hyundai Motor official 
as saying that Lee, citing 
private reasons, handed 
in his resignation letter 
to company chair Chung 
Mong-Koo. 

A company spokes- 
man refused to comment 
on the reports. 

It was not known 
whether Chung accepted 
the resignation, 

‘The reports of Lee's 
resignation comes as 
Hyundai Motor is 
widely believed to be 
seeking to revamp itself 
and enhance its competi- 
tive edge. Y 

Hyundai: Motor is ei. 
pected to achieve all- 
time récord sales and 
profits this year, with its 
second quarter results. 
likely to be better than 
expected, analysts say. 

But its shares fell for 
a third successive day, 
triggered by overseas. 
uncertainties. 

At midday trade, 
Hyundai Motor was 
down 4.2 percent at 
20,400 won with the 
composite index down 
1.4 percent at 517.07 
points. AFP 


Amazon 
unveils 
AOL deal 


SEATTLE— 
‘Amazon.com's second- 
Quarter net loss nar- 
rowed, beating Wall 
Street's expectations, as 
the online retailer an- 
nounced a partnership 
with America Online 
and said it remained on 
track to record “pro 
forma" opérating profit- 
ability by the fourth 
quarter. 

But the company 
‘warned that its projected 
sales for the coming 
quarters would not meet. 
its own early expecta- 
tions, sending shares of 
Amazon down 98 cents, 
to $15.05, in extended 
trading Monday on the 
Nasdaq stock market. 

Shares fell 95 cents 
1o finish the regular ses- 
sion at $16.03. 

The company also 
said it expected net sales 
for the entire year to in- 
crease by between 11 
percent and 16 percent 
‘over 2000 figures, while 
ithad previously forecast 
an increase of 20 percent 

AP 


Now Metrophone Banking has more advanced features to make phonebanking faster and easier. 
You can now do unlimited transactions per call. Talk to a Metrobanker, if necessary. 


making predictions. The recent weak- 
ening in European demand and 
strength in the dollar has also caught 
many on the hop. 

It has added up to short-term peaks 
and dips in order cycles that have been 
almost impossible to predict, investor 
said. 

"One week they may be pleased 
and then the next it slows down,” said 


Gil Knight, who managed $13 billion 
for Allied Investment Advisors. “You 
have to understand that orders can be 
led in one phone call.” 
ing deliberately opaque phrases 
such as "limited visibility” and "eco- 
nomic uncertainty." chief executives 
have dug their heels in when asked about 
the timing of any economic recovery. 
A cross section of US industry is 


represented on the long list of compa- 
nies that staunchly refuse to predict 
‘what may happen this year. Among the 
recent examples are No. 1 data storage 
firm EMC Corp., network computer 
‘maker Sun Microsystems Inc., No. 1 
telecommunications equipment maker 
Nortel Networks Corp. and diversified 
industrial group Minnesota Mining 
and Manufacturing Co. Reuters 


alli ves. Metrophone 
GOIGIIIG BANKING 


No more queues. No more traffic. No more banking hours. Nationwide. 


And access your account even. from the provinces, toll-free. 


Enjoy banking day and night in the comfort of your home, 


office or anywhere you are. 


Metrophone Banking lets you: 


* inquire about your 


Ince 


transfer funds to as many as 5 accounts 


pay your bills 


request a checl 


change your Metrophone Access Code (MAC) 


Plus: 


* request your most recent transactions. 


* request to fax 


your previous transactions 


So why put up with the hassles of lining up? Enroll your 
Metrobank savings or current account at your depository 
branch, or open one and enroll it at a branch near you. 


Simply dial 5-8000 in Metro Manila or1-800-1-888-5-800 
ta the provinces on a 


digital 


Metrophone 


PAPE, BANKING vou ine to fast banking anywhere you are. 


You're in good hands with @etroeank 


‘or 800 coment ard mernanorar arches, es, we teas. 
Head Ofce Merbant Pisza, Sen. Gl Pot Ave., aiat Coy ed Pape: Mw metoberk com ok Emai: metobesk@mebberk con gh 


A proud member of BarreNet 


touch-tone phone. 


Member of the Philippine Deposit Insurance Corporation. Deposits insured up to P100,000.00 per depositor. 


*IndividualstsEF umilies 


[Corporate Groups. 


Total quality healthcare by 


Aetna Center 104 Herrera St., Legaspi Village, 1229 Makati City 


For choices that matter... Aetna offers a variety of health plans designed 
to address your specific health care needs. These plans provide access 
io an extensive network of over 2,000 highly qualified primary care 
Physicians and specialists in 300 accredited hospitals and full service 


clinics nationwide. 


Aetna HealthCare, Inc. is a member of the ING Group, a global financial. 
institution of Dutch origin, active in the field of banking, insurance and 
asset managenjent. ING has total assets exceeding US $ 500 billion, 
capitalization of around US $ 60 billion, operations in 65 countries with 
100,000 employees serving 50 million customers worldwide. 


Call 750-9000 or 1-800-1:888-9900: Website: www.aetta.com,ph 
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®© THE FILIPINO CONSUMERS FIRST! 


www.rise-ecommerce.com = 


oun 


THE RISE GROUP OF COMPANIES 
GLOBAL SOON, BUT FIRST WE WILL CONDUCT 
MASSIVE 

BRING ALONG WITH US AS MANY FILIPINOS IN 
OUR QUEST TOWARDS ECONOMIC FREEDOM — 
AS OUR WAY OF ACCEPTING THE GLOBAL ECONOMIC 
CHALLENGE AND OUR HUMBLE CONTRIBUTION TO 

COUNTRY’S 


CONSUMERS EMPOWERMENT 


1s comc 


INFORMATION CAMPAIGNS TO 


ECONOMIC UPLIFTMENT — VIA 


Our focused objective is simple: 


HELP In POVERTY ALLEVIATION AND ECONOMIC RECOVERY by Increasing the 
Purchasing Power of the Filipino Consumers 

€ Through borderless (Global) mutual-sharing 

 By.continuous mutual-enlightenment and education and in the process give our 


subscribers-consumers ready-access to: 


r Income through our Global Sharing Rewards (GSR) 
uous trainings at the least cost possible 
cellphones and computer ownership-made-easy (2 critically-needed tools in 


Information Technology highway) 


FOR CONSUMERS ORIENTATIONS & FOR MORE 


INFORMATION, VISIT/CONTACT the 


BUSINESS CENTER OPERATIONS (BCO) nearest you (Those In other areas without BCO yet, 


we will set-up one very soon) 
METRO MANILA BUSINESS CENTERS. 
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1Cook 1Yaya 726-1266 


Accountants: Female, 25 yrs 
‘ld à below, wiling fo work 
in Laguna piant, CPA a plus 
Bird Table Marble Top Accept Send resume to G3 Park- 
(cnt 2 257 & 30T 761-4453 


Logal Secretary, PUP grad. 
swf, camp iterate 9136278 


SEC/ ACCIG Stat! Sing 
Lady stn $114699/ 9116355 
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Lieb Wort in Canada Seminar 
al PICC 817-5511 / 894-990 


complete aco's. 8618714 to 
1 8613123 / 8613125 
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Sales & Rentals T-3341569 
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wes, Mh Price CASH 
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Buy / Soll / Pawn / pair OFC STAFF 0194470 HAZEL 
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A — TN m Av. G. Park Cal 
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361-8637. Look for Onor 


ByPawn Diamonds 78342606 
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MUNOZ BRIONES PAWNSHOP 
AUCTION SALE 


“August 6, 2001s 

Al unredeemed arces 

up to March 1-31, 2001 

In the following branches: 
354 Roosevelt Ave OC SAM 
Pinatubo SL Mand 10AM 
Producers Mit Mand T1AM 
109 Dela Rosa St Mit IPM 
108 Lagaspl St Mii 2PM 
V. ZAMORA Lic. Auctioneer 


HIGHEST PRICE 
Cj1.3390902 

18390004 
| wuscrumweous | 


FROZEN TUNA 7151193 


"IO strap LogoPin 656-8605 


ATTENTION FARMERS & 
ENTREPRENEURS 
Gasendo Technologles USA can convert 
your discarded coconut husks, rice husks, 
banana stalks, bagasse, drift woods, 
other fuels into valuable fertilizer, table 
salt, electricity, chemicals, other products 
and byproducts. Interested parties 
contact GTUSA, Box 1031 Monterey Park, 


‘Work From Home 8837903 


Notice is hereby given that 
the este of the deceased 
VIDAL DE VERA ANGELES 
was setled extrajudicial by 
lis hes before Notary 
Public Jose C. Reyes under 
Doc. No. 229, Page No. 20, 
Book No. Vil, Seres of 2000 
(Potty 1825 & Aug-1.2001) 


PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH 
Oh, St Joseph, whose pro- 
tacion is so gral, so song, 
9 prompt bdlore the Ivona 
SE Got T piace P you si y 
eres and desee, Oh, St 
Joseph, do assisi me by 
Your powert Intercession, 
Ana cbiam for ma fom your 
vine son al spra! ese. 
Ings, through Jesus Crist 
cut Lord, So that, having e 
gaged here below jour 
oaveni power, 1 may of 
fer my thanksgiving and 
"oris tohe most loveg 
ater. Oh. St Joseph, 
ever weary contemplating 
you, and Jesus asleep In 
You ams; 1 dare nol ap- 
proach while He reposes 
fear your ear. Press Fim 
in mj name and kiss His 
fine head lor me and ask 
Him 1 reum the Kiss when 
1 draw my dying breath. S 
Joseph. Paron ol deparing 
Sous - Pay lor me. 
This, prayer was found in 
The tief year of Our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Ghrist. 
in 1805 twas sen tom the 
Pope to Emperor Charis 
when he was going ina 
tanie. Whoever shall read 
tis prayer or hear 1 or Keep 
it about themseives, shall 
never dio a sudden death, 
"rte drowned, nor shat pok 
Son taka eic on them: Pek- 
ther shel they al mio the 
Tanas ot me enemy, of sral 
be bumed in any tr or sal 
3e overpowered in bate 
Say for nine mornings lor 
anying you may desio. N 
fas never been known to 
fall so ba sure you realy 
want what you ask 


NOVENA TO THE MOST 
‘SACRED HEART OF JESUS 
May the most Sacred Heart 
cf Jesus be praised, blessed, 
loved, adored and giorited 
throughout the whole world 
now and forever. Amen. 

Most, Sac 
Jesus. Pray for us. 

‘Thank you very much, 
Most Sacred Heart ol Jesus 
and St. Jude, for favor 
granted. 


e 


Tim 302 451 Sayanbayan Ave.. Marikina Heights, 
Marikina Giy Tal. No. (02) 934-7764 
CP # 0919-3949151 


RISE E-Novaliches 


#223-€ General Luls cor. Gold Sts., Novaliches, Q.C. 
Fel. 9 (62) 863-0346; CP € 0919-3082387 


Ms. Necita D. 
1944 A. Sampaguita St., Pandacan, Manila 
Tel. No. (02) 561-0605. 


RISE CHIT-PANDACAN 
D. Sai 


LUZON BUSINESS CENTERS: 


mmonwealth Group 
T. Galiceta 
'S'3t. Commonwealth Ave., Q.C. 
(02) 632-2490 / 428-0840 


Nancay: 'Urdaneta City, Pangasinan 
Tel. Nos. (075) 568-81 16/CP # 0817-4473280 


RISE Global City Taguig 
Ms. Regina C. Vol 


RISE DAGUPAN 
Fonith Bornoila (075) 523-4264/0917-7420556 
Imelda Sarmiento (075) 515-6755/ 

Emily Soriano (075) 515-4068. 

49 Perez Biva.. Dagupan City CP # 0917-3654775 


yi n 
Tei No.: (02) 330-0259 / CP # 0917-5401634. 


RISE LAGUNA 
Cittbeth Gabriel (contact person) 

Brgy. Tubigan Bihan, Laguna 

Tot No.: (049) 839-1138 CP # 0919-8195899 


VISAYAS BUSINESS CENTERS 


RISE Project 8, Quezon City 


on City 
3 (02) 454-0619 / 454-0600 / CP # 0917-3502595 
(02) 927-2314 Email: reds 9 Dacific.net ph 


RISE Hollo (every Saturday 3:00 PM. Bus. Orientation) 
Amigo Terrace Hotel, nolo City 

Tai No. (083) 337-9252 

CP 4 0917-6405120 / 0919-6528190 


RISE Diliman, Quezon City. 
Fel No.: (02) 931-8003 / CP # 0917-5209480/8374464 


ISE Tagbilaran City, Bohol 


- 
[E 5 
(038) 235-5853 Email: reds @pacifie.net.oh 
3802595 


PostalBank Center, Bonifacio, Manila. 
DISPOSAL COMMITTEE 
Nvr RE- 

The Philippine Postal Savings Bank, inc. through its Disposal Committee 
invites interested buyers to re-bid on any of the items listed below. The 
submission and opening of bids will be on July 30, 2001, 2:00 pm. at 2F 
PostalBank Center, Liwasang Bonifacio, Manila 

Location of Properties 


Brgy. Siang Junction West 
Tagaytay City 


fr PHILIPPINE POSTAL SAVINGS BANK, INC. 


Description 


10,000 square meters 
Lot 9, Pos 04-000232 
TOT No. T-40766 


No. 23 4th Avenue 
Brgy. Bagong Lipunan, 
Cubao District, Quezon City 


70 square meters 
Lot 6-0, Psd-13-003295 
TOT No. 208384 


Cherry Homes Street, 
Moonwalk Vitage, Barangay 
La Huerta, Paranaque Ciy 
(land & improvement) 


238 square meters 
with improvements-residential 
‘building 3-door apartment type 
TOT NO. 145499, 145500, 145501 
145502, 145503, 145504, 
145505, 145508 


Imperial Royale Townhouse, 
Barangay Talon Dos (Pamplona) 
Las Piñas City, Metropolitan Manila. 


76 square meters; 60 sq. meters 
floor area one Townhouse unit 
Lot 15 Block 5, Psd-00-032798 
TCTNo.71842 


Al bids must be submitted n a sealed envelope and shall be accompanied 
by Bidder's Bond equivalent to 20% of the total bid price in the form of Cash, 
Manager'siCashier's Check only to the PBAC Secretariat at 2nd Floor, 
PostalBank Center, Manila. 


‘The Bank reserves the right to reject any or all bids, waive any defect or 
informality contained therein and accept the offer considered most 
advantageous. 


For furher information, please call 5270057, 5270053 loc. 108 or 141. 
(Sd) EDWIN A. REMODO 


Chairman, Disposal Committee 
moiety 25,2000 


t BCO or 
Center, Ortigas 


THE EVALUATION COMMITTEE 
National Steel Corporation 


NOTICE OF INVITATION FOR SUBMISSION OF 
PROPOSALS FOR THE LEASE OF THE 
NATIONAL STEEL IT 


Sealed applications for offers tor the lease of the Iligan Steel Plant of the 
National Steel Corporation shall be received at the Office of the Secretary, 
Department of Trade and Industry Industry and Investments Building, 385 
Sen. Gil J. Puyat Avenue, Makati City on September 21, 2001 no later than 
2:00 PM. For purposes thereof, the offer forms and guidelines shall, upon 
payment of a non-elundable registration fee of FORTY THOUSAND PESOS 
(P40,000.00), be available at National Steel Corporation, Unit 2701, 88 
Corporate Center, comer Sedefio and Valero Streets, Salcedo Vilage, Makati 
City, wäh telephone numbers 752-4494 and 752-4497 starting from July 23, 
2001. 


Apre-offer conference shall be held on August 15, 2001 at 9:00 AM atthe 
Industy nd Investments Buiding, Makati Ciy. Al carlications and inquiries 
onthe Pre-qualfications and Tender Documents shall be made during the 
said pre-offer conference. 


Offers must be accompanied by a proposal bond in an amount st outin the 
Tender Documents. The proposal bond shall be valid for a period of one 
hundred eighty (180) calendar days from the opening of Offers. 


The Evaluation Committee reserves the right to reject any or all Offers, 
‘orto waive any informalities in the Offers received, or to pre-qualify 
Offerors, and/or accept Offers for the lease of the Iligan Steel Plant, 
which is (are) complying and most advantageous to the National Steel 
Corporation. 


Al communications must be addressed to: 
Evaluation Committee 
National Steel Corporation 


clo Office of the Secretary 
Department of Trade and Industry 


Ramcar Technology Inc. 
Scout Santiago corner Marathon Street 
Bo. Obrero, Roces Avenue, Diliman 
Quezon City, Philippines 


EM—-——- PLASTIC INJECTION MOLDS MANUFACTURING 


 MOVIMONDO- tay 
y tno European Corr 


Industry and Investments Bullding 
385 Sen, Gil Puyat Avenue 
Makati City 


California 91754 
Telephone (323) 266-2677 
email: gasendo@aol.com 


(Soi) DANILO L. CONCEPCION (Syd) GREGORY L. DOMINGO 

Member, Evaluation Commitee Member, Evaluation Committee 
L— 

Von Operatora 

in iho Froviee of Lanao dol A 
Pripores" 

PROJECT NECHO/PHL/210/2000/002001 

INVITATION TO BID FOR 


= Agricultural Inputs 
* Agricultural Imploments 


We invite inquiries for the manufacture of all types of plastic 
injection molds from small to medium size (up to 10 Tons 
mold weight). 


We are a professional ISO certified tool room serving our 
in-house requirements as well as external customers. 
TENDER DOCUMENTS 


————Ó e clas; nsisting of: 


sss; out ie Caras S00 Cagayan ge oro oy 1) High-end CAD-CAM (Unigraphics) and MOLDFLOW 
13500173; Eemal movi oigan wonin eeen engineering software 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF TENDERS 2) CNC Machine Shop 5 Deckel - Maho CNC milling m/c, 

Augu 02005 1209 am, Any Jondor oodd 3 CNC EDM m/c, 2 CNC Wire cut m/c, 1 CNC Lathe, 

1 Gun drilling m/c, and all types of conventional machines 

3) Heat Treatment Facility 

4) Assembly and In-house mold testing facility 


Republ ng Pipinas 


Pambansang Pangasiwaan ng Patubig 
A ah est Be 
EE 
mee e oeo: menon 
um eae E à 


QUEZON CTY PPPS mx na NA pu 


‘OUR REFERENCE: 


INVITATION TO BID 
SUPPLY OF JANITORIAL SERVICES 
Invitation for Bids No. C-018-01 
The National irrigation Administration (NIA) Invites bonafide bidders for the. 
Supply of Janitorial Services Interested bidder may Inspect the NIA Complex 
'ocated at NIA Bidg., EDSA, Dilman, Quezon City. 

i be issued from 30 y lo 07 September 2001 tthe 

ion, Ground Floor, NIA Bicg., EDSA, Dilman, Quezon City 
upon payment of a non-refundable amount of Two Thousand Posos 
(P2,000.00). 
A Pre aeg Cirlerence shal bo held on 14 August 2001. 200 PM aa. 
Conference Room of the Assistant Administrator for Administrativo Serv 
Ground Fioor, NIA Bidg., Quezon City, 
Bide shall be delivered and publicly opened on 23 August 2001, 2:00 PM at 
the same venus. 
Ail bids shall bo accompanied by a Bid Socurlly equivalent to at loast 2.5% 
ot tho totai bid price. 
Tho NIA reserves tho right to rejoot any or all bids, declare the bidding a 
failure or waive any informalities or to award such bids to any bidder whose 
bid Is considered most advantageous to the Government. 
(Sod. GABRIEL Q. ENRIQUEZ 

PBAC Chairman, 


Bid documents 
Procurement Dh 


TENDER OPENING SESSION 


On August 182001 at 1000 am at Movimondo Field 
Oca Poblacion Becobd, Lanao dal Nona- 9208 Prisons 
Tite 52 2238716; Cal 00017 2416822600175. E- 
‘mal motiQ gar -wobln com 

From uy à, 2001, 


For parson oteoourng a capy o ireblan ogden In t: 


odo wi vato trae MOVIMÓNBO Pad Oleo, 
E-mall: accontreras@motollte.com 


acon. Bacon Lanao del Nora: 0208 Ppa! 
Eat: mantingan ena com. 
Tel. No.: 412-1048 and Fax No.: 412-1776 


(89.) ENRICO CAMPIGLIA 
Manager 


(DL Dy 16 A 1200) (01-day 194 28.201 


310 | WEDNESDAY; JULY 25-200 


PHILIPPINE DAILY- INQUIRER 


Ciassinzo Apvernisine Division 

eel ote: PASONO TAM, Manan cr 

TET Coop 
bicho oe LT 


tams 


[m 


Lor p in 


= OBITUARIES 


RATE 
P230 per column centimeter 
(All prices exclusive of VAT) 


DEADLINE 

for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Monday to Sunday 

12:00 noon 

Day before publication 


Ortiz Mausoleum, Himlayang Pilipino. 
Sta, Rita Parish, Philam Homes, Quezon City 

Immaculate Conception Church, Balayan, Batangas - 

St. Joseph Church, Aurora Boulevard, Project 4, Quezon City. 
Sta, Clara Monastery, Aurora Boulevard, Quezon City 

St. John Bosco Parish, Makati City -..—. 

Shrine of Mary, Queen of Peace, (Our Lady of Edsa) Ortigas... 
Madonna de la Strada, La Vista, Katipunan, Quezon City. 

‘Sto. Niño de Paz Community, Greenbelt Chapel, Ayala Center 
Santuario de San Antonio, Forbes Park, Makati City 

Holy Family Church, Glendale, CA, USA ~nu- 

St. Joseph Church, Maple Place, Keyport New Jersey, USA 
Shrine of Immaculate Conception, Washington DC, USA. 


On the Sixth Death Anniversary of 


ESTELA M. 
PEÑAFLORIDA 


who passed away on 26 July 1995 


Masses will be offered Thursday, 26 July 2001 at 
the following: 


Sanctuario de San Antonio, 
Forbes Park 

Sanctuario de San Jose, Greenhills ~i». 7:15 m. 

St. Alphonsus Mary de Liguori, ..... 600 p.m. 
Magallanes 

Our Lady of Beautiful Love... 600 p. 


vee 12:15 noon. 


Parish of the Holy Sacrifice, U.P. ....600 p.m. 
St. Joseph's Church, Pototan, ilo... 530 p.m. 
St. Clement's Church, La Paz, Iloilo .. 530 p.m. 


The family requests relatives, friends, 
‘and pious readers to pray for the 
eternal repose of her soul- 


MA. EDITHA RAMOS GARCIA 


of Balayan, Batangas 
who peacefully joined her Creator on July 25, 1999 


Tn loving memory of her Second Death Anniversary, her loving family, her sister Ma. Estelle Garcia Ortiz: 
TaD all Sho knew her in life request readers to join us in remembering her in our prayers. Holy Masses will be offered at the following: 


ERRATUM 


The obit ad of TERESITA SAYO 
A PADUA (+) which was published 
yesterday, July 24, 2001 should 
read as “Consultant, Office of the 
President, Former Assistant 
Secretary, Department of Social 
Welfare and Development”. 


brother Jose R. Garcia Jr: 


10-00 AM 
6:15 AM 
25:15 AM 
600 AM 
6:00 AM 
6:30 AM 
713500 NOON 


Baluyut, 


LOT NOOWI620 PM 
2 15 AM 
8:00 AM 
5:00 AM 
8:00 AM 


MULA SA PAMILYA NI 


ROSARIO SALGADO USER 


MARAMING SALAMAT 
SA INYONG 
MGA DASAL AT 
PAKIKIRAMAY. 


Died on July 18, 2001 


Interment will be at 
the National Memorial 
Cemetery of the Pacific, 
Honolulu. 


“wabsent with the body - 
to be present with 


the Q/ord'? 2corniensss — | 


“The LORD is my shepherd, there is nothing I shall want.” 


TERESITA SAYO PADUA 


Consultant, Office of the President, Former Assistant Secretary, 

DS-W.D.. Class 1949, St. Paul College Manila; Theater Arist, 

Cultural Center of the Philippines. ife. 
2l 


Returned peacefully to her Creator on July 22,2001, she is survived y p ye 
by her husband Atty. Buenhijo D. Padua. former Revenue Disirict 
Officer, her children Marivic and Benjie Baluyut, Pepeton 
Padua (+), Minggoy and Aida Padua, Cecile and Ronnie Carrillo, 
and Toffy Padua, grandchildren Crissy, Gabby and Teddy Boy 
iggy Boy Padua, Patr 

brothers and sisters Jose and Koni Sayo. Jaime and Sayo, 
Carmen Sayo, Greta 

Sayo, and Anton and 
6:15 AM and Jose V. Sayo (t) 


Her body lies in state at Our Lady of Beautiful Love Parish, Chapel 
1, Merville Park Subdivision, Parafaque City. 


Interment will be on July 26, 2001 at the Manila Memorial Park, 
Sucat after the 9:00 AM Mass. Me: 
e: 


Paim 23 


and Therese Carrillo; 


) and Johnny Ras, Nena Sayo (t), Cholo 
itay Sayo; parents Virginia Ll. Sayo (1). 


me 
nun 
uil 


An obituary with a picture can be a 
fitting tribute to your departed loved one. 


Always caring... INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 
© Copy of Death Certificate © Any identification document (LD.) 


WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS 
and bank-to-bank payments 


DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT 
MESSAGE OF THANKS 
DEATH ANNIVERSARY 

REQUIEMS 
FREE OBIT DESIGN 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


Metro Manila JC Senate 
THE METRO Manila 


The Caraballo and Southern Cordillera Agricultural Development 
Programme is an integrated rural development project of the Department 
of Agriculture jointly funded by the Government of the Philippines and the. 


JC Senate isinviting all 
JCI Senators, Spouses 
& Friends to attend the 


Republic of the Bhitipoines 


Supreme Court 


Manila 
COMMITTEE ON BIDS 


INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY AND BID 


The Supreme Court invites local assemblers, manufacturers, 
its marketing companies and authorized dealers to pre-qualify and 
bid for the supply and delivery of one (1) unit Passenger Bus, with 
passenger bus chassis, sixty (60) seating capacity, diesel engine, ai 
con sub-engine (diesel), radio-stereo brand new with four-way 
speakers and sideward sliding windows. 

Prospective bidders may secure pre-qualification requirements, 
terms and conditions and other particulars from the Secretariat 
Committee on Bids, Office of the Administrative Services, Supreme 
Court. Pre-qualification requirements must be submitted not later than 
2:00 PM, August 13, 2001 at the same office. 

Pre-bid Conference of Pre-qualified bidders will be held on 
‘August 22, 2001, 2:00 PM at the Second Floor Centennial Building, 
Supreme Court. Only bids of pre-qualified bidders who participated in 
the pre-bid conference will be accepted and opened at the time of the 
bidding on August 29, 2001 at 2:00 PM also at the Second Floor 
Centennial Bullding to be witnessed by the participating bidders or 
thelr authorized representatives, 

‘The Supreme Court reserves the right to reject any or ail bids, 
walve any detect or informality therein, or accept any bids or offers 
which It may consider to be advantageous and beneficial to the 
government. 

July 24, 2001 

(Sod.) JOSE P. PEREZ 
Chairman 
(POI - uy 25,201) 


THAILAND CAMPUS 


Gemological Institute of America 
Learn about Gems and Jewelry 


From the world's foremost authority in gemology 
70 year history of excellence in education 
over 300,000 students worldwide 


The GIA Graduate Gemologist Diploma; 
the most recognized gemological eredential 


Next G.G. Program starts September 10, 2001 
GIA Thailand Campus 


Tel: (662) 237-9575 to 77 Fax: (662) 236-9829 
giathai @ksc15.th.com www.giathailand.com 


European Union. 


Invitation to contractors to submit Letters of Interest 
Product Development Programme Expansion 
CASCADE will implement a Product Development Programme (POP) Expansion to provide 


product specific support to micro-entrepreneurs in the Project area. CASCADE covers the 
‘entire province of Nueva Vizcaya, Carranglan in Nueva Ecija and Itogon, Bokod and Kabayan 


in Benguet. 


Organizations are invited to submit letters of interest and track record of the company in micro- 
enterprise development for the contract entitled "Product Development Programme Planning 
and Implementation - Expansion Phases". Letters of interest should be submitted no later than 
30 July 2001. Full terms of reference and letters of invitation to submit proposals wil be issued 
to selected organizations before 07 August 2001. The successful contractor willbe required to 
provide over 3-year of consultancy services to develop product specific support packages in 
the CASCADE areas, and provide necessary technical and institutional support. The proposal 
should include background ofthe organization, demonstrate the experience of the organization 
in micro-enterprise development, and confirm the abiit of the organization to field capable 


staff in the CASCADE area. 


THE PROJECT CO-DIRECTORS 

DA-CASCADE 

Bonfal West, 3700 Bayombong, Nueva Vizcaya 
Tel. No. (078) 321-2605 & 321-4128 

TeleFax No. (078) 321-3611 


d Republic of the Philippines 
NRYZ DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
d Regional Field Unit No. 5 
FAN. ‘San Agustin, Pil, Camarines Sur 


INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY AND BID 


The Department of Agriculture, Regional Field Olfice No. V is inviting 
intereted Suppliers and Manufacturers o Pre-Qualify and Bid for the supply 
and delivery ofthe folowing farm machineries and post harvest equipment: 
4 WD Tractors with implements 
Pump and Engine sets with pipes and accessories 
j. Palay Threshers with engine and accessories 
i. Com Sheters with engine and accessories 
Power Sprayer 
$. Power Tiler with implements 
Sprinker irrigation Equipment 
Workshop Tools and Equipment 

Bid forms shall be made avallable at the PBAC Secretariat at P 1,000.00 
Pesos non-relundable amount upon submission of a Letter of intent, latest 
License, VAT Registration, Financial Statement and income Tax Return (last 
two years) Experience Record on the supply and delivery of said equipment, 
Latest AMTEC Test Results, Brochures of the Equipment offered and other. 
relevant documents not iater than July 30, 2001. 

Pre-bidding wil be on August 1, 2001 at 9:00 o'clock in the morning at 
he DA Library. Submission of bid proposals wil be on August 6, 2001 at the 
‘same tme and place. Opening of bids wil folow at he presence ofthe bidders. 

Each bid must be accompanied by a bidder's bond equivalent to 2.5 % of 
the gross amount of bid prices ollered inthe form of cash, manager'sicashier s 
check or bond rom the GSIS only (CALLABLE ON DEMAND) or a combination 
thereot. 

‘The DA reserves that right to reject any or ali bids or any par thereof and 
accept the offer most advantageous to the best interest of the government. 

(Sod) FE D. LAYSA 


rors 15:290 Rogional Director 


July 2001 General 
Membership Meeting 
at July 25, 10:45 am. at 
the Vincent’s Pub & 
Restaurant, 148 Jupiter 
Street Bel-Air Village, 
Makati City. deed 

“The guest of honor and speaker will be Dr. Omar 
‘Arabia, a noted general practitioner and physical 
therapist who, for more than a decade, has treated 
many cancer patients who have opted for non- 
conventional means. He will discuss the many 
alternative and natural means that can prevent and 
cure CANCER. 

The Metro Manila JC Senate offcers for this 
year are: ICI Sen. Sergio O. Valencia, President; 
JCI Sen. Jose A. Ragos, Executive Vice President; 
JCI Sen. Jose U. Sevilla, Vice President for Metro 
North; JCI Sen. Felipe V. Briones, Vice President 
for Metro East; JCI Sen. Roberto M. Laygo, Vice 
President for Metro South; JCI Sen. Gino A. Baltao, 
"Treasurer; JCI Sen. Mylene M. Dayrit, Secretary 
General. This year's advisers are JCI Senators. 
Ernesto N. Chua CK, Eduardo J. de Guzman & 
Louie T. Pabalan, Jr. 

For reservations, call the Philippine JC Senate. 
Secretariat @ 373-5819 and 374-4390. 


FOMC 1949/2001 


MATRIMONIAL CAUSES RULES 
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE 
HONG KONG SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGION 
MATRIMONIAL CAUSES NO. 2155 OF 2001 


BETWEEN 
LILIAN M. PANGSIW 
And 
ALBERTO A. ASTRONOMO JR. 


Petitioner. 


Respondent 


NOTICE 


A DIVORCE PETITION has been filed against the above named 
Respondent, ALBERTO A. ASTRONOMO JR. whose present address. 
is unknown, who may apply to the Family Court Registry at M2/F, 
‘Wanchai Law Courts, Wanchai Tower, No. 12 Harbour Road, Wanchal, 
Hong Kong for a copy of the Petition. If within one month he falls to 
communicate with the sald Registry, the Court may hear the case in 
his absence. 


Registrar 
(pO - dy 25,2007) 


JOBMarket 


ONLINE 


verus ar 
www.jobmarketonline.com 


BUSINESS 


PEOPLEG/ WORK 


Why do Pinoy 
managers give low 
performance ratings? 


By TrrA DATU PUANGCO 


IAM an engineer and have been 
working for the past 15 years with 
different big multinational compa- 

nies here and abroad. I have experi- 

enced different types of management 

and Iwas able to adjust to differ- 

ent styles and systems because 

of my attitude of being flexibleand 

creative. 

Tnoticed that when my im- 
mediate bossis an expat, my an- 
nual job evaluation is high or 
above average while when my boss 
is a Pinoy, I get only a satisfac- 
tory or average rating only. Does 
this mean that expat managers 
know how to appreciate the contri- 
bution of their employees more than 
Pinoy managers? 

Recently, I resigned from my job because I 
could not accept the rating of my immediate boss 
who is a Pinoy. My experience working with 
expat managers is that they are not “plastic”. 
"They can say right in front of you that you are 
not doing your job well or that you've done a 
fantastic performance. Please explain why this. 


is so. 
Disgusted Employee — 


t is unfortunate that your 
experiences on performance ap- = 
praisal with Pinoy bosses are 
less than satisfactory when 
‘compared to expat managers, In 
my work experience, I have en- 
countered both Pinoy and 
expat managers who are good and fair raters but 
there are some who are also very subjective and 
biased ones. So, I will not be quick to generalize 
on Pinoy versus expat bosses. 

On the other hand, some of our cultural char- 
acteristics may make it difficult for a Pinay boss 
to give “the message straight” to an employee 
being appraised. For a Pinoy manager, perfor- 
mance appraisal is not an event that one looks 
forward to during the year. One acts like a coach 
for one year and then, sits as critic and a judge 
during appraisal time. 

Lack of candor 

‘One characteristic is our lack of candor. In our. 
desire to maintain smooth interpersonal relation- 
ships, we may not say what we mean directly. 
‘This tendency can cause problems. Often, em- 
ployees appraised poorly would remark, “Why 
do you tell me only now? You should have told 
me earlier so I have a chance to improve my per- 
formance.” 

A Pinoy manager may hesitate to confront 
negative situations or give unpleasant feedback. 
But with proper assertiveness training, one can 
give criticism at a professional level without be- 
coming personal. 

Another characteristic is our tendency to be 


ANXIOUS PERSON 
AT WORK 


quick with criticism but slow to compliment. We 
also hear employees say, "We do 10 good things. 
but we hear no praise from our bosses. We do 
‘one thing badly and we never hear the end of it 
in criticism.” Praise for work well done is very 
gratifying and can keep an employee motivated 
for days. If we do have to criticize or give nega- 

tive feedback, let us make 
sure that we show the em- 
ployee the alternative way of 
saying or doing. We also 
know there are exceptional 
employees who do not know 
how to handle praise. They 
get bloated egos and over- 
estimate their achievements 
but they are rare. Every man- 
ager has to know what strokes work for particu- 
lar folks. 


Lack of diligence 
A third characteristic is our lack of diligence. 
Sometimes, bosses may lack the diligence to cre- 
ate and agree with employees on clear, precise 
and specific job objectives and standards. In 
other words, the scorecard for judging perfor- 
mance may be unclear. In his instance, the supe- 
rior may evaluate the employee only from gut feel 
level or on the basis of their work relationship. 
‘There is a greater chance for subjectivity to get 
into the appraisal process. 
But don’t despair. The next time you work with 
a Pinoy manager, you can initiate the discussion 
of your own performance scorecard so that ex- 
pectations are clear from the onset. You may in 
fact be a blessing to your boss, as he leams a 
lesson or two from you on sound management. 
God bless. 
(Ms Puangco is CEO and presi- 
dent of Ancilla Enterprise Devel- 
‘opment Consulting. For comments, 
feedback or advice for problems at 
work, you can send e-mail to 
ancillaede@ pacific.net ph or fax to 
892-2902.) 


IT SEEMS that we “hit the nail right on the head" 
when we discussed the topic “Procrastination” 
in last week's edition of our Workshop on Man- 
aging Time to Achieve Life Goals and Be Happy. 
We got e-mail and text messages thanking us for 
the timely reminder. 

The IT expert of First Philippine Holdings 
Corporation, Ralf Na- 
bong, sent me a guilt 
trip e-mail and Í am 
paraphrasing it and 
adding my own 
thoughts to it. Here it 

‘Youconvince your- = 
self that life will be bet- 
ter after you grow up, 
finish schooling, get a 
job, embark on a career, 
have lots of friends, get married, have a baby, 
then another. Then, you grow up and get frus- 
trated with your pimply face, Bugs Bunny teeth, 
bad hair, wide hips, small boobs, thick waist, etc. 
‘The other girl or boy always looks better than 
you, it seems. 

‘Then, you get your high school and college 
diplomas. For some of you, I know you even get 
degrees in graduate and post graduate school. You 
wish you had gone to a better school. You wish 
you had a good balance of academic, extracur- 
ricular, social and even romantic life in campus. 
You wish you had the gumption to ask your 
"crush" to your grad party. The other student 
seems to get better grades, are noticed by the 
campus heartthrobs and do their school work 
quite easily. 

Immediately afier graduation, you land a job 
but you are frustrated to get one berieath your 
‘educational preparation and expectations. You 
hope that your boss will notice your performance 
and give you due recognition and rewards of pro- 
motions and pay increases. The other jobs seem 
more substantial and rewarding. The other of- 
fices seem to have greener pasture for a driven, 
qualified employee like you. 

‘Then you get married. Ewwww! You have 
to put up with this person all throughout your 
life? As they say, you'll never get to know a 
person until you wake up in the morning af- 
ter. “Is this the person I married?" you ask. 
You convince yourself that the Pygmalion 
Effect will work for you and your spouse. 
Your friend's spouse seems to be more per- 
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Are you postponing 
your happiness? 


sonable, more thoughtful, more successful, 
more loving, more dependable, and so on and 
so forth. 

‘Then you have children. One girl, then an- 
other one. So you try again and again and again 
until you have five, all girls. You complain about 
waking up in the middle of the night to change 

diapers or feed the baby. You 
complain when they run around 
the house demolishing every- 
thing along the way including 
your priceless angel collection. 
You complain about bringing 
them to school in the early mom- 
ing and fetching them in the af- 
ternoon. You complain about 
the spiraling cost of tuition fees. 
You complain about your ever- 
increasing expenses for food, 
groceries, utilities, clothes, vacations, car, house 
rental and many others. The other family seems 
to be better off than yours; they seem to live in 
better circumstances than you do. 

‘You have friends with whom you go with on 
nights out, go shopping, watch movies, share jokes, 
'unburden your problems, ask for small and imme- 
diate financial assistance, burn the telephone wires 
all evening, exchange juicy news bits about other 
people, exchange tips about boyfriends, spouse, 
children, and many others. The other's friends 
seem to be more helpful and giving. 

Now, as you look back to your past life, you 
didn't really get the short end of happiness. You 
have wonderful parents, relatives, friends, spouse, 
children, education, job, career and many more. 
Yet, you fee! that there is something lacking in 
your life. 

T know what it is—you have been postponing. 
being happy with your life. You think you are 
not happy until you get all the things you want 

You see, happiness is never achieved in 
terms of time. The tick-tock of the clock, the 
ringing of the alarm and the signal of the timer 
are just reminders of the passing of time. The 
seconds, minutes, hours, days, weeks, months 
and years are but milestones and measures of 
time. 

‘There is no best time to be happy than now. 
‘Treasure and savor every moment of life and you 
shall never again look at your watch again. When 
you procrastinate, you postpone being happy. 

(E-mail feedback to Moje.Ramos 
G Aquino ZZN.com.) 
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Seaman faces challenges on the high seas 


By CECILE G. GARCIA 


A DESIRE for adventure led Henry 
Caiiaveraltoacareeron the high seas. 
For even during his boyhood days in 

Tanjay, Dumaguete, hisbirthplace, 
Cañaveral, already afflicted with 
wanderlust, would often flee to 

neighboring islands in search of ad- 

venture. Today, heisa veteran 
seaman. 

Practicality was also a major 

factor in his decision to become a 

professional seaman. “I wanted to 


be an engineer. But my parents could not af- 
ford to send me to college,” he says. 
Cañaveral realized he had to pursue a shorter, 
less expensive course—one that offered im- 
mediate job opportunities so that he could 
support himself and help his parents. As an 
alternative, he decided to take up Bachelor 
of Science in Marine Transportation at the 
Concord Technical Institute in Cebu City. 
First break 

After graduation, he had a year’s appren- 
ticeship with a shipping company, a require- 
ment, and then took the board in 1983. Though 
he passed it, at the time, economic conditions 
were grim and opportunities for professional 


advancement were scarce. For three years, 
Cañaveral floated and floundered, doing odd 
jobs in order to earn a living. 

His first break came in 1987 when, through 
the help of a brother-in-law, a long-time sea- 
man, he was able to secure a job with Easter 
Shipping, where he stayed for three months, 
part of a crew of a cargo boat that traveled 
between Japan and the Philippines. 

Chief mate 

Following this short stint, Cafiaveral joined 
2 Greek-owned shipping firm, El Greco. Start- 
ing out as an O.S. (ordinary seaman), he even- 
tually became second mate. Seven years later 
in 1995, he transferred to Magsaysay Ship- 
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ping where he is still working. 

Today at45 years old and after 14 years in 
the trade, Cañaveral is chief mate, which is 
only a heartbeat away from being a captain, 
He serves in cargo vessels contractually, 
spending 10 months onboard and taking off a 
break during the remaining two. "It's a dif- 
ferent vessel every time," he says. Once in a 
while, you chance upon the same one. "If the 
owners or management request to have you." 
Prior to coming home last May, Cañaveral 
served as chief mate of Glory Island, a Japa- 
nese ship. 

As chief mate, Cafiaveral is in charge of 
the management and safety of the crew, load- 
ing and unloading of all cargo, maintenance 
of the vessel and dealing with port authori- 
ties. Strictly speaking, it's an eight-hour job. 
“But 1 work 24 hours during loading opera- 
ions and in case of emergencies.” 

A single 10-month run, according to 
Cañaveral, can cover as many as 10 ports of 
call. "It depends on the cargo." You could be 
at sea for the longest time. “The longest pe- 
riod I've experienced was 37 days straight 
from San Francisco, US to Mombasa, South 
Africa.” 

Dangers at sea 

Seemingly interminable days at sea are 
sometimes interrupted by danger. Despite the 
exotic ports of call and the so-called romance 
on the high seas, Cañaveral contends that the 
life of a seaman has its perils. “You always 
pray for safety because every time you travel, 
there is some risk involved,” he says. Of 
course, this has been greatly minimized by 
modern technology, which now employs sat- 
ellite facilities, putting a premium on safety. 

But dangers persist. Often they emanate 
from nature. Cafiaveral recalls an encounter 
with huge waves in Alaska in the winter of 
*96. 

Sea pirates also pose a danger. “You find 
them mostly in Southeast Asia and South 
America," says Cañaveral, pointing out that 
pirates usually hide in small islands and use 
à speedboat to catch their victims. "They're. 
armed while we're not because we are not 
allowed to have firearms onboard. We fight 
them with fire hoses." 

Comfortable life 

Generally, a seaman earns more than he 
would on another kind of job. Overall, says 
Cañaveral, life at sea is good, comfortable. 
“We have five-star amenities and everything 
is free.” But there is one setback. Life at sea 
can be lonely. "You have to be busy and con- 
stantly preoccupied,” says Cañaveral, who, 
despite being used to being away from his 
family, still experiences bouts of utter home- 
sickness, especially in the dead of night when 
there is nothing but the sea and the silence. 
He avers he fends off loneliness by watching 
movies on videotapes and VCDs. 

Cañaveral makes the most of his two- 
month annual vacation, spending it with his 
family in ligan City, Lanao del Norte, where 
they live. He and his wife, a doctor working 
in a health center, have three daughters, ages 
12, 9 and 7. “Though I've been married for 
1S years," he says, “if I sum it up, I've been 
with my family for only five.” The seaman 
hopes to retire in Iligan someday. “Perhaps 
buy a farm and plant mangoes.” 

Bigger dreams 

At this point though, Cañaveral is certainly 
a long way from retirement. Evidently, be has 
bigger dreams. He looks forward to being 
captain before finally signing off from ship- 
board duty. Afier ali, he says, the captain is 
the highest authority at sea. 

Cañaveral, who has been everywhere, will 
soon resume his tour of duty. He will fly to 
Japan to join his ship. Again, it promises to be 
along stretch. But he claims he has wonder- 
ful memories to accompany him wherever he 
goes. Sometimes it's enough to compensate 
for all the hard times at sea. 
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s female correspondents donned fatigues last Sunday, got drenched 
in sweat and splattered with mud, to find out what the ROTC hoopla is all about 


ü 2 O76 ; 2 At the Men's Shoes Department 


~ ] T 
ye were wracking our brains 
i fora good ROTC feature. But 


' since most of the members of Clotrimazole 
the 2bU! staff are female (biological or 
otherwise), we weren’texactly experts [ LEES 
on the subject. Almost everything we 
knewabout ROTC was based onstories 
from our brothers, boyfriends, guy 
friends, fathers or newspapers. How 


could we write about ROTC unless we Fung! thrive in dark and moist 


pu immersed ourselves in the sys- places. Keeping your feet dry 
T The idea dawned on Tammy over dimer at Fri- ` Ond changing socks more 
Üay’s. DU will have a mock ROTC training. Most 4 
of us were enthusiastic, except Jason who was giving ,, Often prevent athlete's foot. 
us dagger looks ("ROTC was a traumatic experience i. 
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Tran exam” (ay we believe you) : Gps f e lacsd'usisuade davshon 
T. After the birth of the idea, the next steps were [i Canesten’ Cream 4 7 Mp;suece Say shor 
difficult, E q with Innovative ground- 
j Our venue of choice was UP Diliman, known for poate E JE tive g) grip soles 
its exemplary ROTC course. With the help of Jingling [d fnyepiomapecst const you secet 
‘Romero, we didn't have to settle for Luneta. (Yes,we E, 
were actually considering 
i) 
1. We wanted celebrity 
participants, personali- 
ties who would take the 
plunge with us But they 
Il cowered away. Only 
‘one brave man promised 
to join the group, model/ 
actor Ced Carion. ici 
Nexton the list, offic- a 
ers, Master Sgt. Jafruts, My f$?! 
CiSsgt. UP-ROTC NCO 
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ROTC bytes 


TACTICAL officer Mike Arribas (on cadets 
who refuse to rappel from trees): "There is 
nothing wrong with being afraid." 

Capt. Roland Rodil (on the plan to abolish 
ROTC): “Okay, let them abolish it. But what 
will they putin its place? Let's take a simplistic 
scenario. The purpose of ROTC is to provide 


the country with a strong citizenry, Without it, 


Tactical officer Mike Arribas (on UP's 
ROTC program): “Please. Do not compare us 
to other schools.” 

Raul Medina, company commander in the 
"60s: "People ín the so-called modem society 
believe that those who still march to the drum of 
militarism are living in a different time horizon. 
But the reserve army concept must be taken 
seriously. This is about patriotism. Mare 


under the sun is a small price to pay for your 
Motherland. But as in any other job, ay si- 
Simple. There are people who like to tke the 
asesi way ou. Sudens who fink ROTC is a 
aste of time must realize the things they leam 
Tere are things they can apply in oer fields 
Even during my time, bere were already 

abolish it. Dui thats from people with misin- 
formed ideas. Reform the system. Don't remove 


it. Run after the corrupt, run after the colpi 
Don' let them get off easily. Abolishing 
system is not the answer," 

Technical sergean/non-commissioned of- 
ficer Join Paul Santos: "Im enjoying ROTC. 
"The problem with people is they're too close- 
minded. Nandyan na nga sila, talagang ayaw pa 
rinnila. You're already here. You might as well 
make the most out of k 


Keeping in step 
with sturdy leather river sandals 


We've got it all for you! PEZONES 


QUIAPO - MAKATI « CUBAO + HARRISON + NORTH EDSA « STA. MESA + ORTIGAS « LAS PINAS « BACOOR * FAIRVIEW» MANILA» PAMPANGA + ILOILO CEBU 


international 
pictures 


o| 


1CAN'T believe I woke up at 645 a.m. on a Sunday, 

ing back, I remember last Thursday when Tammy 
asked me if wanted to go ROTC on Sunday in UP with 
her friends. As usual, my thirst for something new got. 
the better of me and made me really excited and agreed to. 
30 with them. 

T was gypped. 

When we got to UP, we didn't really start with our 
training since we had to wait for more people. Our 
platoon consisted of six people, all still sleepy from the 
early moming wake-up call of duty. I didn't know what 
we were getting into, but I thought, what could go 
wrong? I'm pretty sure this ROTC thing would be a 
breeze and that guys were just naturally whiners. 

Oops. I had to bite my tongue when we started 
training. The officer-in-charge made us jog around the 
Sunken Garden and later wade in knee-deep of mud 
(okay, I'm exaggerating). He made us march around 
"under the blazing heat of the tropical sun and do push- 
ups on the grass. 

Afer all the marching and chanting “12,3, 4 tapsilog 
and Eskimo," (we were told it alleviated the red feeling. 
you get from marching and jogging), I thought the officer 
had thought it was time to wrap up the training session. I 
still can’t get over the fact that I could not even follow a 
simple command like tumalikod rap because I keep for- 
getting to only urn when the rap is screamed. 

The whole time we were training only one thing kept 
sunning in my head, "What have I gotten myself into?” 
| was hot and thirsty, but 1 wasn’t ready to quit. Then 
for some reason, the fun started. (I'm not saying the 
training wasn’t fon, but it was hard even though the 
officer was nice.) io 

They decided to go to the UPDMST where sol- 
diers were training and it was really fun to see them. 
point their guns, crouch around in groups and climb 
up trees and jump down using a harness. But the real 
fun came when we had the chance to do whatever it 
was they were doing, T even got to jump off the 
funny-looking tree. I had a really hard time climbing 
up, butt was partof the experience. We even had the 

e to crouch around the place with our really 

avy rifles and sort of got to know how it felt to be 

stalking the Abu Sayaff in Mindanao, (I'm still won- 
dering how they make it look real light on TV.) 

After all that, I'm actually happy I decided to accept 
Tammy 's invitation to join them in the ROTC experi- 
ence. Who would've thought lazy bum like me would 
have fun rappelling off a tree and jogging around a 
muddy Sunken Garden? Given a chance, I'd do this 
again for one last time (especially the tee part). 

‘But thankfully God didn't make me a guy or I would 
be having ROTC every Sunday. A friend had told me, 
“ROTC is fun if you only have to do it once in your li 
Not when you have to do it every week for two years. 

Kellyn See 


Children below 13 yrs. old will only be allowed 
accompanied by a parent or adult. 
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Oops. I had to bite my tongue when we started 
training. The officer-in-charge made us jog around the 
Sunken Garden and later wade in knee-deep of mud 
(okay, I'm exaggerating). He made us march around 
under the blazing heat ofthe tropical sun and do push- 


allthe marching and chanting “I,2,3,4,tapsilog 

imo,” (ve were told it alleviated the tired feeling 
you get from marching and jogging), I thought the officer 
had thought it was time to wrap up the taining session. | 
Still can't get over the fact that I could not even follow a 
simple command ike tumalikod rap because I keep For 
geting to only tum when the rap is screamed. 

The whole time we were training only one thing kept 
running in my head, "What have I gotten myself into? 
{was hot and thirsty, but I wasn't ready to quit, Then 
for some reason, the fun stated. (l'm not saying the 
irsining wasn't fun, but it was hard even though the 
| officer was nice.) 

They decided to go to the UPDMST where sol- 
diers were training and it was really fun to see them 
point their guns, crouch around in groups and climb 
Up trees and jump dowm using a harness. But the real 
fun came when we had the chance to do whatever it 
was they were doing. | even got to jump off the 
Tonny-looking tee. I had a really bard me climbing. 
up, but it was part of the experience. We even had the 
chance to crouch around the place with our really 
heavy rifles and sort of got to Know how it felt to be 
stalking the Abu Sayaff in Mindanao, (I'm still won- 
dering how they make it look real light on TV.) 

Aierall hat I'm actually happy I decided to accept 
‘Tammy's invitation 1o join (hem in the ROTC experi- 
ence. Who would've thought a lazy bum ike me would 
have fun rappelling off a tree and jogging around a 
muddy Sunken Garden? Given a chance, i'd do this 
again for one last time (especially the tee par) 

But thankfully God didn’t make me a guy or I would 
be having ROTC every Sunday. A friend had told me 
“ROTC is fun if you only have to doit once in your lite 
Not when you have to do it every week for two yeas.” 
J Kellyn See 
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‘couldn’t do them, nothing happened. 


9 M 
le To be yo" 
(From page CI) 


supposed “biggest ROTC walkout in Manila,” things. 
didn't look too bright. The photographer was no- 
where to be seen, Other participants backed out 
Some failed to wake up. We refused to give up. With 
only six platoon members, three officers and 
‘Tammy's reliable camera, we proceeded with the 
training, 
Crash course 

‘The supposed four-hour mock training turned 
into much more than that. After Jayvi's killer work 
‘out, the muddy and sweaty 2bU! staff was welcomed. 
by the officers of the UP ROTC. Instead of just 
taking pictures with real cadets as planned, the 2bU! 
correspondents ended up receiving a crash course 
from different officers 

Capt. Roland Rodil, assistant commandant and de 
facto commandant for the day, gave us the basics. C/ 
Pvt. Grd Class) John Christian Tizon guided us from 
‘one unit to another. Cadet Privates Oscar Mangubat 
Jr, Kevin Manansala, Walbert Elicort and Earl Ongi- 
‘wes taught Pam and Happy how to aim at targets and 
shoot with the rifles. 

‘Next, tactical officer Mike Arribas showed Happy, 
Cher and Kellyn how to rapell from a tree. We thea 
formed a seven-man team with cadet privates BJ Raz, 
Narciso Adiaz III and Justin Gonzales and practiced 
‘walking around with our rifles, waiting for the enemy. 
Master Sgt. Cenas watched over us and gave us more 
tips on the proper handling of the guns. 

"The group left UP tired but with heads swimming 
with information. Over lunch at Cravings, we told 
and retold stories about the entire day. 

‘What exactly did our mock training teach us about. 
ROTC? Read on. 

For some reason, my grandma did not think any- 
thing was weird when I told her I would be going for 
ROTC that Sunday morning. The night before, 1 
texted Master Sgt. Jafruts. "Be tough ha.” His reply: 
“Tough lang? I was hoping for evil.” That should 
have warned me. 

My brother and boyfriend didn't ike the idea at all. 
‘They thought I was nuts for being excited. "You're 
crazy," my 16-year-old brother said, shaking his head at 
‘me, making me feel asif he was older. “You'll regret this.” 

‘My boyfriend, knowing my bullheadedness, re- 
minded me nonstop to behave. "Don't provoke them 
to punish you. If they hurt you, text me agad.” 

T actually thought they were being funny. What 
‘could be so hard about one morning of taining? Hours 
ater, red-faced, muddy and sweating like hel, finally 
understood what they meant. My whole body was a 
mass of pain, and my ponytail was no longer perky. 

Twas the most ignorant person in the group. I had 
absolutely no knowledge in what was about to hap- 
pen since my all-giris Catholic high school didn’t 
believe in CAT. I've never marched in my life. But T 
was determined to face everything. This was, after 
all, for the love of 2bU! 

Master Sgt. Jafruts transformed from Mr. Nice 
Guy to officer from hell in a matter of few minutes. 

1 have to admit, in the beginning, we weren't 

taking it seriously. Happy and 1 couldn't stop guf- 
fawing because none of us was brave enough to shout 
despite our officer's instruction to do it loud. All 
‘thoughts of laughing, though, dissolved when I saw 
Master Sgt. Jafruts getting pissed. 
; So we focused, We did side benders, barrel twists, 
ush-ups (okay, just two), stretches and I started to 
realize how out-of-shape I was. Then he made us jog 
around the Sunken Garden, 

"logging" is a very deceptive word. It makes you 
think about people looking good, running around in 
their short shorts, hair bouncing, headphones blar- 
ing—that was not the case with us. I found myself 
ursing the people who were having picnics around 
the Sunken Garden, How dare they have fun while we 
were being tortured! 

‘We were huffing and puffing and on the verge of 
collapsing. I was not at all surprised. The last time Iran. 
was two years ago. Streaked with mud, the sun roast- 
ing me alive, realized with horror | was stuck there for 
the next few hours. This was Jane Fonda from hell! 

We were allowed a five-minute break. But what 
‘good was that when you were not allowed to sit down? 

Master Sgt. Jafrüts taught us the basic commands. 
We marched, we tumed, we saluted, we jogged again, 
‘we chanted. Since my brother's pants were a bit too 
long for me, I kept stepping on the ends while trying 
to tum, almost toppling over a few times. 

Tam not at all squeamish about mud, but getting 
stuck there in the muck while the other members 


| Little taste for RO 


A FRIEND once asked me if I was going to pay 


of officers to be able to graduate from the ROTC. 
1 said no, l'd rather deal with it and use the 
money for CDs. Besides, it's wrong. But after 
last Sunday's experience, i made me think twice. 

T had a ite faste of it. It made me want io 
do CAT three times a week instead of ROTC 
‘once a month! 1 was the first (actually the only 
one) in the so-called Platoon 2bU! to yell, after 
Jogging, "Sir, dying, srt" 

What's worse was our dear commander 
yelled back, "Already?" when 1 was practi- 
ally purple, gasping for air. 

Talso had a taste of the Dead Sea when I 
had to lick my sweat from my upper lip a 
million times when the commander didn't per- 
mit me to wipe my sweat. (“Wipe your sweat? 
Forget it!) E 

While we jogged, we, were instructed to 
chant this “tapsilog” song while our stomachs 
were grumbling. When it was all over Finally, 
water never tated so good. I looked as if T took 
a dip from Willy Wonka's chocolate river with 
mud all over me, B 

‘Aller the grinding session, we were rewarded. 
‘with lots of fresh pastries and a visit toa place 
that made us all feel good after, the UP Vanguard 

‘Almost everybody there had a straight face. 
and they were damn serious with what they were 
doing. At first 1 pitied the cadets who were 
spending their Sunday mornings squatting, salut- 
ing and staying under the sun instead of waiching 
‘TV orsleeping in a soft bed (he-he, buti na ang 
babae ako). But 1 tumed green with envy upon 
observing that most of them were physically fit 
and were having a good time doing tricks with 
their riffies and rapelling fromatree. — | 

1 think that ROTC is not a waste of time 
and money if you take away the corruption, 
the intimidation and the poweraripping of 
officials. 1 think the government should pro- 
Vide the cadets with the materials (like fa- 
tigues!) needed since they're doing it for the 
country. 1 also think it would be better if 
ROTC were held every Friday or any week- 
day instead of Sunday or Saturday when the 
cadets should be catching up on homework 
and spending time with ther families. 

Tammy David 


"takes ROTC : 


marched and the officers barked "Alignment! Align- 
ment!" was nota good experience. To add to that I had 
the sniffles and I was constantly pulling my hanky out 
and wiping my nose without letting the officers see. 

Iwas failing the challenge miserably. And I didn't 
even care anymore. I wanted to craw back into my 
bed. No, actually, even the grass looked heavenly. E 
wanted to lie on it. I was ready, absolutely ready, to 
denounce ROTC. 

‘This is it? Asking me to allow myself to be baked 
by solar rays is going to help me in combat? March- 
ing to the right beat and learning to chant will keep the 
enemies at bay? 1 don’t think so. 

‘Our visit to the real UP ROTC grounds changed 
my mind, I had fun learning how to aim at the target. 
with the rifle (the 25-centavo coin didn't fall off!) I 
enjoyed walking around, lugging the gun around, pre- 
tending to be hunting for the enemy. Okay, okay, I 
am such a guy. 

But it was during these hours that I realized there is 
so much more to ROTC than squatting and push-ups. 
I saw young men actually enjoying themselves as they 
rappelled from trees. I saw people intent on leaming 
how to hold rifles the proper way. They were disci- 
plined, they were focused—they were learning. 

1 saw two sides of the ROTC issue that 


officer's barking commands and following him like a 
dog, I saw why people want to abolish it. But on the 
UP ROTC grounds, I saw one could actually learn 
from ROTC. (This, of course, is based on 

what I witnessed in UP. Other schools" 

ROTC programs are not as devel- 

‘oped and intensive, according to 

many.) I realized why other peo- 

ple wanted to maintain it. One 

day of sweltering beat and sweat- 

ing has not tumed me into an 

expert, but somehow I now un- 

derstand. 


No place for girls 


HOW I wish I were a boy. Why do girls have to 
suffer periods, go through the labors of childbirth 
and be treated as the weaker sex? 

We face so many restrictions. We're assumed 
to be all soft, fragile creatures that constantly 
have to be helped and cared for. Defenseless. 

Despite my friends’ warnings, I gladly ac- 
cepted the chance to prove how tough we could 
also be, that we were the equals of males. To 
really get the fel of things, we had to come in real 
ROTC attire. 

Jt had been three years since I last wore my 
fatigues. This was a great excuse to wear the too- 
expensive fatigues. 

‘At 7:35 am., dressed in fatigues and with my 
extra clothes, shoes, bottle of water, atomizer, cap 
and jacket all packed in a bag, I was ready. Forget 
‘breakfast, Tammy was already in the car with our 
brother. We picked up Cher and slathered sunblock 
‘nour feces and arms. We were going to be out in the 
sun from 8 am.-12 nn. It wasnt because of vanity, 
but because we didn’t want to get skin cancer. 

The others were late, | was getting uneasy. 1 
‘wondered what was going on in the minds of these. 
officers. Panic washed over me. We couldn't wait 
‘anymore. 1 figured with the extra time we were 
giving the officers, they could be thinking of new 
ideas to make us pay for the wait, We really had to 
start 

My hopes were dashed, I was wishing for a 
bigger platoon where you could just blend in, make 
mistakes and go unnoticed. There was no escape. 
‘And being the only one in black was a big mistake. 
‘We were made to form one line. There was no place 
to hide, we were all exposed. We started with 
exercises. We were expected to count aloud to keep. 
track of the number of times we do them. 

We did side benders first. It was simple, but I 
was worried. Count aloud? The officers were guys. 
Should I lower my voice to match theirs, or should 
T just stay within my own pitch and just sound like 
‘regular girl? I was confused. Our counts came out 
as mumbles. We were all half-heartedly doing it. 

"We were threatened with punishments. Punish- 
ments usually meant push-ups, but since we 


Thad to admit it. We were just starting, but the 
heat was killing me already. 

Thank God for my twice-a-week aerobics 
classes that kept me going. All I had in my head the 
‘whole time was the image of me slipping face flat on 
the mud, We switched to marching next, 

"The chants were supposed to make things a lot 
casier. But with the absurd chants we were made to 
repeat ("I want to be an es-kee-moohlll.. Long- 
silog, long-gani-sa, si-na-ngang at it-log"), how 
was I expected to keep a straight face, keep up the 
cadence of the jog while watching out for possible 
ruts where my foot to get stuck in? 

‘We were taught only a total of eight commands 
and we couldn't even do them. I mixed up kanan 
and kaliwa. I felt so ashamed and couldn't wait to 
leave. It had only been a little over an hour and we 
were giving up. 

At the Department of Military Science and Tac- 
tics, we were taught how to handle the rifle and aim. 
It took me a while to balance the coin that was 
supposed to make me balance my grip. 1 felt embar- 
rassed being given all the extra attention and consid- 
cation. Were they waiting for me to make a mistake? 

We tried rapelling. We were given a makeshift 
harness to wear, had to climb the tree and rappel 
down. It was okay because I had done wall-climb- 
ing before, but the insectinfested tree distracted 
me. We were allowed to cut in on all the other 
cadets. 

‘We tried scouting. I felt like a duck. Having to 
walk around with a rifle in an awkward crouching 
position waiting for the unseen enemy. It was cool 
at first. But afier a while it got boring and the rifle 
seemed tobe geting heavier. 

‘At the end of the experience I recalled my guy 
friends’ own experiences. I realized how lucky and 
how much fun we had trying out new things. But 
the girl in me just came out. We enjoyed ROTC 
because we were allowed to do selected exercises at 
‘oar own pace, given more understanding and ex- 
‘empted from the punishments. But imagine having 
to do all of those every Saturday or Sunday for two 
years straight? I think l'd have to beg off. Leave it 
to the boys. I'm happy I'm a gir. 

Happy David 
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Worse than CAT 


AFTER OUR CAT graduation last March, I 
thought I would never ever have to undergo any 
more of those grueling marches, -barely-made-i 
push-ups and thigh-burning squats. I had no idea 
that I would actualy ever participate in ROTC. 
"That Sunday morning, I casually put on my old 
corps shirt, wom blue jeans and my old white 
rubber shoes, thinking it would be just like any 
other ordinary Friday afternoon in CAT... 

Te was that, and much worse. 

‘Our commander proceeded to give us a series of 
drills: squats, push-ups, mock mountain-limbing, 
bbend-and-reaches—all under the sweltering heat 
and on soft muddy ground. Things tumed from bad: 
to worse when we were told to jog arouad-the 
Sunken Garden in cadence despite the soft and wet. 
earth squishing and sinking further underneath the. 
rhythmic patter of our,rubber-soled shoes, Our 
jeans were soiled and we were sweating profusely 
by the time we completed the round. t 


It was time for marching. It was really difficult 
to maintain cadence and exhibit snappy movè- 


ments though, and I could only swallow my, com- 
plaints and stare straight ahead, allowing beads of 
Sweat to freely trickle down my forehead, nose 
and cheeks simultaneously, Since we were only 
six, our eagle-eyed tyrannical commander and his 
two sidekicks had no trouble spotting our mis- 
takes and making us repeat the commands over 


and over again. I couldn't imagine how the college 
boys undergoing ROTC could fee! anything else 
but loathe and disgust for their ROTC sessions. It 
was hell. When we finally made it to "lumansag" 
(disperse), we all ran to the grandstand, gulped 
down our bottles of mineral water and poured 
alcohol all over our hands and arms. It was finally 
over. Our commander and his sidekicks asked us if 
we were okay, and they now seemed so different 

~ from the same people trying to Fill” us earlier. 
"There was ROTC actually going on in another 
bart of the campüs and we all had the opportunity 
to observe and participate. It felt like we were at 

Twar, scrounging around looking for the enemies. 
LÀ... When it was time for us to go, I felt as though 
* tpere was still so much that I wanted to learn. We 
all unanimously agreed that we had fun except for 
Ý the first part when we were treated as cadets 
5 deprived of our rights. But that was the whole 
essence of ROTC, and it's hard.not to imagine 
Where the large-scale controversy right now is 
coming from. Cheryl Tiu 

PHOTOS EYTAMAIYDAVID 
LOCATON, UP SUNKEN GARDENAND 
DEPARTMENT OF MIUTARY SCIENCE AND TACTICS 
THANKS TOLINGIING ROMERO, JOSEENDRIGA, VANGUARD 
JOHNS. BARORAAND CRAVINGS 


Ced Carrion on ROTC 


KUDOS to Ced Carrion for being 
brave and game enough to join us for 
the workout. This 20-year-old 
bing Hog” and “Pangako Sa "Y< 
mainstay is the signature model of 
Bench and has appeared in a Cali 
TV commercial. A BA Philosophy 
student of UP Diliman, Ced was 
exempted from ROTC because he 
played volleyball for the university. 
He still took the course for a while, 
though, and has alot to say about it, 
“The most coupon complaint 


about ROTC is that it's tiring, and. 
you have to wake up early on Sun- 
days just to let people push you 
around. Those are the bad things. I 


see the point of the people who -| 


‘want to abolish it. They say we 
have RO to make sure we have re- 
serve corps [n the event of a] war. 
But it's a modern world. The war is 
within the four walls of the Con- 
gress and Senate. There are still good 
things about ROTC. You learn dis- 
eipline: that's the primary ting.” 


Pwede kang maging bonggang owner ng 
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training 
report 


"Icannot 
believe a bunch 
like this will 
become our 
country's last 
resort in the 
event ofa 
foreign 
invasion’ 

By MScr. JAFRUTS 


Correspondents’ note: MSgi Jafruts is a member. 
ofa special armed forces unit, the name of which he 
refuses to disclose. He's insane. 


400 H, 22 Jul 2001. 1 woke up at my usual time 
io jog my daily 25 km and have a generous 
breakfast of two slices of toast—no butter, I am 

a weapon. A weapon of death and destruction. To- 

day is the day I am to carve a group of INQUIRER 

2bU! correspondents according to my war-loving 
image. When I make soldiers of these children, my 
cohorts and I will stand in pride at my achievement. 

1200 H, 22 Jul 2001. I am ashamed. Deeply and 
truly ashamed. In my 50 years as an ROTC cadet 
officer, 1 have never commanded a group of people 
like the 20U! correspondents. I cannot believe a bunch 
like this will become our country's last resort in the 
event of a foreign invasion. When our underfunded 
and undermanned armed forces are trounced, I shud- 
der to think what would happen when we call upon 
this group to defend the nation. 

Private Pam S. Pastor 

‘The fearless leader of the pack. This may have 
been your idea, but [am sure you are kicking yourself 
in the head now, are you not? If you wanted girl 
training, you should have brought in a female officer 
to call the shots. Here you brought your untrained 
self in front of me, and expect me to be happy about 
it? Kis like you tried to enroll in college without going 
through grade school! S 

Now you know ROTC is not a game. War isot a 
game. Itis not a game when you are running from the 
enemy through a minefield, with miscellaneous ap- 
pendages reaching safe places before the rest of you 
does. You give your best effort, but all it amounts to 
is a 4. Good, but not good enough. You cannot de- 
stroy your enemy with effort. 

Private Tammy G. David 

Here is yet another literary genius who dreamed 
up the plan to undergo ROTC training. I bet you 
wished you could whip out the liquid eraser on the 
field, did you not? Why were you the first to shout, 
"Sir, dying, Sir!" on our short but enlightening road 
run? Dying? DYING?! Dying is when you are full of 
holes on the field of honor asking for your mommy! 
You did not even come close. 

You are hereby ordered to repeat training after. 
acquiring a grade of 5.01 Your grade will be changed if 
you prove beyond reasonable doubt that you can 
haul your carcass a mile without complaining. 

^ Private Cheryl D. Tiu 

What is wrong with mud? It is a perfect camou- 
flage with which to surprise your enemy and tum 
him into Swiss cheese. Mud is a blessing and you 
better not forget it! What you got on your shoes is 
not mud. Mud is what finds its way into places you 
never knew you had, Mud is the proof that you have 
fought tooth and nail. 

‘Training was worth a try? But in the words of one 
of my mentors, "Do, or do not. There is no try.” You 
are lucky to have escaped my wrath. But if I was 
‘watching closer, am sure 1 would have found some 
thing wrong with you. Nevertheless, that is my over- 
sight, and you will walk away with a 3.0. 

Private Kellyn O. See. 

If size were an advantage, you should be parking 
in handicapped spaces. Why your comrades would 
coerce you to submit to my Kind of training is un- 
thinkable, though I do believe they are now thinking 
the same-for themselves, While you have plenty of 
potential for pushing pencils, you do seem to have a 
Certain tactical edge in the battlefield. For example. 
springing a surprise attack from your squadmate's 
backpack. You have kept up with the group, despite 
thesdisadvantage to yourself, Your performance i» 
worthy of a 3.0, Just remember that the 3 is on the 
left, and the 0 is on the right. 

Private Happy G. David 

Happy, eh? Well, I sure fixed that, did 1 not? 
There's very litle to laugh about when you have 
bullets landing inches away from your skull! Fortu- 
nately for you, you have proven yourself to be a 
trainable cadet. By “trainable,” Ido not mean "good. 
Not by a long shot. You have turned out to be the 
most competent among the females in your squad. 
which is exactly why I am distraught, When [tel you 
to pocket your smile, do it on the double! Those less 
deserving than you have passed. This is why you 
will get the credit you deserve. 3.0. 

Private Ced 
if that is, in fact, your real name, You are 

Private David's counterpart—the most competent 

male in the group. Why did you dare show yourself 

ate? You never make your officer wait! | was about 
todelivera punishment you would never forget when 
your comrades begged for your life. 

But you proved that you can follow instructions 
and helped your squad improve its performance. 1 
commend your competence and tenacity. For this 
you shall receive a grade of 3.0. 


But all in ll... why? WHY?! dare not lead as 
like this into bate. We couldn't win if the enemy were 
armed with Super Soakers and water balloons. Your 
spirit disgraces the honorable and prestigious history 
‘of courage of the Filipino. And since the law discour- 
‘ages me from eliminating the lot of you, will retum to 
the south where my services are needed 
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By PAM PASTOR 
PHOTOS BY BETOY JOHNSON 


ILL Gates has changed the meaning of 

dows” for most people. Now, 

Windows has taken another connota- 

tion for us. Food. Mouthwatering, lip-licking, 
eye-closing good food. 

‘Who would have ever thought you'd find a slice 
of heaven sandwiched between a billiards hall and a 
bowling alley? Say no to your usual greasy pizza 
and your mayo-loaded subs. Windows has revolu- 
tionized gaming food. 

Right between Power Plant's famous bowling 
alley and its area for billiard players is a haven for 
food lovers. 

The spacious, well-lit area is a comfort zone for 
parents who are waiting for their kids to finish games 
and for people who are actually there for an adven- 
ture for their palate. 

‘And what an adventure itis. Windows serves a 
fusion of Asian, Italian and Spanish food. They have 
old favorites like gambas, salpicao, fried chicken, 
garlic mushrooms, pork dumplings, molo soup, arroz 
caldo, lasagna, three kinds of pancit, pesto, chicken. 
À la King and German franks. But they also serve 
goodies with new twists. 

2bU! feasted on Calamares Fritos (P135), 
which was very tender, and is served with ei- 
ther tartar or chili sauce. They bad ran out of 
what most of us really wanted to order, Adobo 
Flakes (pork adobo fried to a crisp, served 
with adobo-flavored rice—P135). We settled 
for other dishes and we were not disappointed. 

Quark's Hainanese Chicken Rice (a Singa- 
pore classic of lightly cooked chicken P165) 

‘was good, according to him. Jules enjoyed her 
Beef Tapa Flakes (served with garlic rice and an 
egg— P145). My Lola's Chicken Bits (delicately 
minced and fried to a crisp, served with garlic 
rice and an egg — P135) was flavorful and fill 
ing, The Lomi (Chinese fat noodle soup) tasted 
almost homemade. We loved the squid ball and 
quekiam bits. 

We could not decide on our favorite dish. It 
was a toss-up between the Tinapa Sticks 
(smoked fish, salted eggs rolled in lumpia wrap- 
per—P115) that Jason, Happy, Jules and Quark 
loved, and the Windows Pork Sisig (P130). The 
sisig for me is the tops. Windows transformed 
this pulutan staple into a gourmet dish. It's not 
oily it's crisp and crunchy. And serving it with 
soft tortilla is a brilliant idea. The softness of the 
dough is perfect when combined with the 
crunchy pork bits. I absolutely loved it. All 
right, I confess—I'm still dreaming about it. 

‘Tempting and filling 

It was too bad that we were too full to even 
think about dessert. Windows has Sans Rival 
(P45), Apple Crumble à la Mode (P60), Coffee 
Jelly (P65), Coffee Cream Cake (P50), Pru 
Walnut Cake (P55), Swiss Chocolate Cake 
(P50), Blueberry Cheesecake (P60), Coco Gu- 
Jaman (P65), Mais Con Hielo (P55), Halo-Halo 
(P65) and Guinumis (PSS). 


LUMPIA Remedios, P85 


Other Windows goodies that we didn't have 
TINAPA Sticks, P115 


room for but sounded tempting ae the Tom CALAMARES Fritos, P135 


H [3 


5 
TRIPLE 


GOT STICKS! GOT BALES! “AX 


Featuring 63 Squad (DJ Coki, DJ Kimozave, MC Dash) 
You gotta hit! You gotta score! You gotta go to the most hip-hoppening billiards party. 


Entrance is free for ladies from 9 PM - 12 AM! 


LOMI, P95 


‘Tempura (soft tofu with light soy dressing —P115), 
Squid Sisig (P130), Kani Cheese Sticks with wasabi 
mayonnaise (P125), Soft Shell Crab Croissant (de- 
lectable crab with spicy dressing in a soft flaky bun— 
P110), Adobo Melt on Pandesal (traditional pork 
adobo with Swiss cheese—P95), Bagnet (Ilocano 
lechon kawali with bagoong balayan and vinegar 
sauce) and Norwegian Salmon Fish Head (P235), 
Grilled Fillet of Gindara (P195) and the specialty, 
Soft Shell Crabs (three creamy crabs served with 
steamed rice and chili sauce—P210). 

T'm defintely going back, if only for the sisig. 
‘And next time, I swear, m leaving room for dessert. 


E-mail the author at p-a-m-m-y@ gurlmail.com 
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The SMINTsation is 
now also available in 
the new pen dispenser. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


Sa 


A NIGHT AT THE 


I'M a video game junkie but it's been ages since I 
entered an arcade. While I do not mind the noise, I 
don’t feel comfortable when I get an audience when T 
play a video game. I don't like standing in line to get 
tokens (P4 a piece before) so I saved up to buy 
machines so could play at home or bought tons of 
batteries for my Gameboy, playing till my eyes were 
red and my thumbs were numb. 

Last Thursday, I had the chance with the rest of 
the 2bU! gang to test some of the games at the Power 
Station. 1 was excited by the new games (some re- 
named or reformatted) and the new paying system 
(tokens are out, cards are in). I played mainly the ball 
games to get many tickets since there was a Harry 
Potter figurine I was eyeing. My top three games? 

9 Ice Ball (also known as the ski ball) 

x same old ski ball. I used to spend hours (and 
tokens) playing ski ball in Whimsy Land and | re- 
lived those moments in Power Station. The play area 
was a lot smaller and the goal was covered with some 
kind of a screen (1 used to make daya by climbing up 
and putting the balls in 10,000). A must-play! Plus 
lots of tickets if you get an average to high score. 

€ Superball Gorilla. 

"The object of the game is to hit the Gorilla's teeth 
with the balls until they all fall off. You will geta high 
score and lots of tickets if you have longs arms and a 
good aim. Ha-haha! 

$ Smack an Alien 

"This is similar to Whack-a-Mole and that machine 
with alligators coming out and making this annoying 
Indeh!" sound when you hit tem. This time an 
astronaut is lying down, and green, orange and red 
aliens come out of his belly. The challenge here is you 
teat the red ones. The game is quite confusing but 
if you practice (that uses up a lot of your credits but 
‘you get a couple of tickets in return), you can get it 
Tight although you still will not be able to save the 
astronaut, 

Warning: Please warm up. Frustration and hiting 
the aliens hard will result in severe shoulder and back 
pains. Play the Mini Dunk basketball game first to 
Warm up. Tammy David 


ry j 
ARCADE 


IHE 2bU! correspondentsheadedfor 
Power Plant one Thursday assoon 
asthey got off school or work foran 

that promised tobefulloffun. With 
fully loaded Q Power Station cards, we 
scrambled fromonegametoanother, eager. 
togetthemost number oftickets thai could. 
beexchangedfor prizes. 

Jt was a welcome break from all the 
stress and pressures of work and school. 
We felt like little kids again, 

Hours later, tired and flushed, our 
hands, pockets and bags were full of the 
pink tickets. 

Tammy was the grand winner. We all 
pooled what we collected and got a Mickey 
‘Mouse wall clock for Mang Betoy, our 
beloved photographer. We ended the 
evening with a scrumptious dinner at 
Windows, also in the Power Plant mall. 


1 USED to be addicted to arcades. Buying a token 
for P2.50, my brother and I would play Steet Fighter 
imes and whatever else was new. Then tickets 
me popular. Every Thursday (that was my “date 
my mom and her friends would take me to 
Glowieta to play for more tickets that can be used to 
redeem prizes. It has been along time since I went 10 
arcade. Crowds bother me and I would now rather 
Spend my money on a new CD. But when | was 
givena charged Power Station card for the arcade in 
Rockwell, geez, how could I say no? 

T was reluctant to play at first. The place was 
rather small, and | was expecting new games or 
something diferent although they did have air 
hockey. But after beating my friend Quark three 
consecutive times at three different games (air 
hockey, Street Fighter and a racing game), things 
started to perk up. 

“Tammy pointed out the prizes we could redeem. 
My jaw literally dropped when I saw the Harry 
Potter goodies- figurines, the Quidditch card game, 
activity books and some (gasp) Hogwarts buttons. 
"That was all it took for me to blow out my power 
card, Here's a ti: if you want lots of tickets, don't 
fel bad that you are not the best in basketball. Pam 
was a natural at the basketball shooting thingy, but L 
found out that the ski ball game was a surefire way to 
eam tickets, Score a thousand(which is super easy) 
and you get tickets. Warning: It can be addicting. 

Tammy discovered what would be a mineshaft 
afier my right arm gave out from bowling. She 
showed me how a machine (where you chuck balls 
into a barrel that had an annoying Mexican mouse 
popping in and out) spewed out tickets even before. 
you start to play. Wow, eight tickets for free! 
Can't say no to dat. 

Playing non-ticket games made me think twice. I 
thought I was better off playing cheesy games if 1 
could score Harry Potter goodies, but with Quark = 
finding the good shooting games and Pam telling us 
to check out some trivia game, I figured Harry 
Potter could wait. 1 found out arcades aren't for 
brainless losers. There was this machine where you 
have a choice from word games to trivia puzzles, 
and it seriously knocked my brain out (think 
“Jeopardy” and “Who Wants to be a Millionaire). 

‘OF course, a tip to the arcade isn't complete 
without shooting games. They had Time Crisis Il 
Which has a two-player feature. 1 was obsessed with 
laser tag when I was a kid and I remember that, at one 
point, Time Crisis was the houest game. I decided to 
give Time Crisis I a ry (back in Laser Quest only 
the “older” kids played the earlier version). Jules and 
1 were immediately hooked. We shrieked when our 
cards ran out. Jules would scream every now and 
then for her power card to speed up loading. 

My ticket count at the end of the day? 172. A 
hundred more and I could have gotten my Harry 
Potter buttons. 

So, okay, maybe I didn't get past the first stage of 
Time Crisis, and I didn't bring home any Harry Poner 
goodies. But it was good to relive the days when I 
‘would wait forever for my mom to get dressed just so 
she could take me to the amusement park. 

‘And I vow to win those Harry Potier buttons 


Auna 


Your 2bU! 
‘barkada’ 
spent an 
evening at 
Rockwell's 
Power 
Station 
and had 

a blast 
trying to 
beat each 
other at 


games 


‘Maui V. Reyes 


IHAVEN'T outgrown arcades yet. As 
a high school freshman whose parents 
had just split up, my dad's way of 
‘making up for everything was to bring 
my brother and me to Robinsons Gal- 
Teria for shopping, food and an after- 
moon at the arcade, He outgrew this 
eventually but it was fun while it lasted. 
T collected tons of huge stuffed toys 
that crowded my bedroom as a result of 
those outings, 

‘With the advent of better and more 
high-tech arcades, I remained button- 
happy. Although my enthusiasm had 
Jessened, which I wanted to believe was 
because I was already an adult, arcades 
remained appealing, 

Playing games is a good way to pass 
the time as you wait for the next screen- 
ing of a film. The arcade is also great for 
testing your date's ego. 1 so admire the 
man who can easily accept the fact that 
Tean beat him at racing, air hockey and 
basketball with one hand tied behind 
my back. (One time, [beat a whole line 
of guys at a basketball game. Jason 
asked, “Lalaki ka ba?") 1 just love, 
love, love the Percussion Freaks game, 
Not having been able to beat real drums 
in ages, this game offers release for 
meto the irritation of my best friend 
Jason who is sick of hearing me play 
the same songs again and again. 

‘That evening we spent in Power 
Plant was a welcome break for me. 1 
was trying to get over the Spanish test 
1 failed miserably. But I couldn't im- 
mediately loosen up. I was running all 
over the place like a sick mother hen, 
distributing cards and checking if eve- 
rything was okay. I realized, however, 
the whole Power Station experience 
‘would be lost on me unless I started to 
get into the arcade groove. 

‘So I shaped up and I started to enjoy. 
1 even forgot that we were playing for 
tickets, was too busy beating my own 
basketball record, I tossed the balls into 
the hoop till my arms become numb. 
Then 1 took a breather and played ihe 
trivia game. I played ski ball Spin to Win 
and Humpty Dumpty. Not exactly a fan 
of computer games (I'm perfectly happy 
with Tetris and Mario, thank you}, L 
settled for the racing and physical games, 
‘Then Iwent back to basketball 

It all felt good. It was great to be a 
kid again. Just one question though. 
When will they have Percussion 

Pam Pastor. 


1 WASN'T exactly jum this game in Q-Station some time ago me to Sega's Motor Raid. I have never course, I did well! The ring was just as 
when Pam said we were going check and I truly enjoyed it 1 was grinning wied any of these games where you ride high as my waist for crying out loud! 
Gut Q.Staton in Rockwell. As far as from earto ear when [discovered that on a bike/motoreyele and go on a vir. Next stop for me was Humpty Dum 
Tm concerned, the arcade is where I still had the highest score in entertain- - tual race. Off went and it was a blast! ty where L let go of some of my peni- 
leave my brothers or my boyfriend ment trivia. One mightthink tat it was Not only do you race with others up energy by toppling the boards with 
whenever I want some peace and quiet such an easy game (the only thing one but you can hit any one who getsin the balls, 
meaning whine-free, unlimited time) had to do is press the screen—no your way with a sword or some sharp _ I've long wanted to try Time Crisis 
Goring shopping expeditions. I's not stomping on the boards, no abject attached to the spokes of the but never got around to it, Finally, I 
like I never iried to play inthe arcades. maneuvering, etc). But one has to be motorbike. If you hit anyone, your had the chance at Q-Station. Let's just 
It's just that the few times I did try air really good at making an educated guess. “score goes up and your speed increases. put it this way— finished off my card 
hockey or Dance Revolution or Per- Yes, guessing since the show-biztrivia This game proved tobe great for eliey- on that game. My boyfriend and Maui 
cussion Freaks, I drew ugly stares from they ask cover the present to the early ing stress and exactly what someone teased me because | would literally duck 
il the other people present, especially 20th century. | was prepared to beat = like me, who needed a break, wanted It every time | had (o reload when al! I 
arcade freaks, who seemed to think | my own record but sadly, the machine was such a thrill to compete with the had to do was step on the break. I told 
Was desecrating holy ground by being a kept stalling After several attempts, | other virtual bikers. After three games = you, I could be an embarrassment in the 
virtual klutz and having a voice as shrill gave up. (I hope Q-Station fixes those was third, overall. Not bad for a first- arcade, I'm sure I looked like an idiot 
Asa banshee's. Tam notexaely coordi- machines because l truly, truly ove the timer although it was probably more especially to the guys who were wai 
maled- peer, I cannot even manage to game) beginner's luck. If it weren't for my ing to play Time Crisis. Afra while, L 
reach 400 points in the Snakes game on I was ready to give my credits to painful hips, I would have finished off got the hang of it and did not want to 
my cell phone! So Tam notam inspiring Pam when it dawned oa me ihat maybe my Q-Slation card on that game. leave anymore. 
Sight in the arcade. I should try the other games that Ihave Snap Shot, which I saw Pam try, ` It was such a bummer when Pam 
Twas prepared to “share” my card never played. As | walked around, | was another great game, Although sim- told us that we had to go and have 
(credits) with the rest. Saw the sign, "No mercy for anyone ple, it sharpened one's memory. As 1 dinner just when was on my way to 
“As soon as we got to Q-Station, I who gets in the way!" That's my man- was known as a basketball freak, Tam- — helping law enforcers fight terrorists. I 
headed for the ivia game. l discovered tra, {thought to mysel my tld me Yo wy Mim Dunia. OI was goingto save tho word, youkrow! 
les Alcantara. 


, 
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T'VE séver really been a fan of arcades, even as a 
child. My parents were big supporters of the school 
of thought that believed computer games were a 
schoolboy's ultimate nemesis, So I grew up without 
getting hooked on pt for that time when I 
discovered our neighbor's family computer and 
Gameboy. In high school, I never spent time in the 
mall arcades. Otherwise, I would have to shell out my 
meyo play the games they offered. My greatest 
entertainment luxury has always been the movies. 

So when we went to the Power Station at the 
Power Plant Mall in Makati, I was a bit happy 
because ] had the opportunity to experience that lost. 
part of my childhood. 

First stop was a “manual” facing game, where five. 
alien bicycle racers were encased on a window control- 
led by their players. Outside this window were sta- 
tionary balls, which the players would roll to make the. 
aliens go forward, backward, left or right. Happy, 
Jules, Tammy, Maui and I rolled our balls to death just 
lo beat each other out. However, it was Tammy, the 
resident Grand Prix fan, who emerged winner. 

Next was air hockey, a table game where one has 
to slide the small disk inside the opponent's slot. 
Happy and I exchanged killer stares as we slugged it 
out on the table. 1 immediately dropped my bag so L 
could move better for it would be humiliating to lose 
in front of the crowd watching the game. A scorer is 
placed at the top of the table so players can keep 
track standing. I think I won that game (if not, 
sorry, Happy... He he he). 

Since I love racing games, Happy and I pulled Pam 
away from her basketball game and went to the racing 
game located near the entrance. This one is more 
exciting since players can link up and race with one 
another. There are four courses. Siice we were begin- 
tiers, we chose the beginner's and normal courses. 
One can also select the type that s/he wants. The 

wheel, brakes, accelera- 

gain, a crowd formed per- 

inated with the way we morphed our faces, 
‘on how hard we tried to get ahead of the 


i, I checked out the other games and one 
caught my attention: the tennis game! Last week, L 
wrote about how addicted I've been to the online 
version, so having one on the big screen really captured 
me. This one had professional players whom you 
could “play.” The likes of Tim Henman, Gusiavo 
Kuerten and Mark Philippoussis are ready to be se- 
lected. The levels are assigned to a particular tourna- 


T tried this game 
ish a song. I do know 
just couldn't coordinate my feet 


dancing buddy, Happy. 

songs! Still, Í had to hi 

down the machine because for sure, 1 looked epileptic 
while | was dancing, 

Later on, I leamed that we'd be counting our 
tickets to determine who'd be the Power Station 
champ. Some games dispense tickets according to 
how well you played. However, the games I played 
didn't. So | went over to the ball games that provided 
the likes of Tammy and Maui tickets. (Note: These 
tickets can be later exchanged for some items dis- 
played at the counter). But then again, I didn't have 
that much luck (See tabulation). I was never trained 
for the arcade. And I thank my mom for that. 

Jason Doplito 


ISTAYED away from machines My favorite games were Fight 
that T wasn't familiar with be- ing Mania—wbich is perfect for 
cause T didn't want to waste my releasing all those pent-up feel- 
precious credit saw Pop-aball, ings that trouble your—Dance Re- 
i game I remembered playing a volution and Namco Racing 
few years back. putin my eoin ‘The Tast one is your typical 
and popped" the balis. Like Tie race car game. Aquick-cim takes 
Tac Toe, you're supposed to putw.the players’ images, before. the 
the balls in the right postions to race stats and places them og 
Win tickets. Before 1 knew it thew top of their respective racing za 
Rime was finished; didn't gota for identification. | ended up 
Single tickets, not even for con- with a blurred picture because 
solton there was something wrong vith 
AS in other arcades, they my machine's camera. Jason, my 
A een REG de aeri ew oe The Scoreboard 
People with just afew tickets. — seeing himself onscreen that he 
Older people, even lolos and was caught with his hands on his 
lolas, eed not be left out! The glowing face. It was funny. But owe 
place has trivia games and ma- when the race started and Jason's p AN Ná 
| chinesthnt include mais jongand elo cr moved ahead, his face / > 
A wide variety of popular games seemed to be smirking and sud- 
like "Who Wants to be a Mi denly it wasn't so funny any- ` fi DEPARTMENT STORE it all for you! 
MTE TR ae iaai MAKATI - CUBAO -HARRISON - NORTH EDSA - STA- MESA ORTU T 
E T CUBAO MARN ea ST, as 


Nescafé Frothé 

and Morning TV 

give you another chance. 

to get TWO TICKETS tothe — 

MTV Video Music Awards in New York.. 


senp us A 
HOME NIDEO! Tell us in a 1-minute video: Why should we send you 
to the MTV Video Music Awards! (hint: Show us the coffee] 


‘Submit entries to PO Box 1696 Makati Central Post Office 1256 Makat City Philippines 
by August 3, 12 nn. - Watch Morning TV for the Announcement of the 4 fir 
The final winner will be on his way with a friend to the Video Music Awart 


* Orly individuais 18:30 years oid, wih a vaid p 


-Memory Status- 
Tert Messages 500 


Phone Book 300 


Possible? Jes! 


Get an instant memory upgrade "with StorIt, your virtual digital warehouse. 
It's available to any Globe Handyphone subscriber. Best of all, you don't need to buy a special SIMI 


? Try it now! Forward any text message to 2377 to store. To save a phone book entry, forward a business card to 
, 2377, To get a complete list of commands, text SI HELP then send to 2377. 


Rates are P2.00 (sending/retrieving) for Plan Subscribers and P2.50 (sending/retrieving) for Prepaid Plus Subscribers, 
For more details, call 211 or visit any Globe Business Center, 


mobila s-seruvas 
NO LIMITS 


‘Take your pick from this weeks freshest, choicest downloads for Smart Gold, 
‘Smart Buddy, and Talk n” Text subscribers. Check out this space next week 
fer more ring tones, picture messages and logos fro the zed Hot Picks. 


IVY VIOLAN ES une 
INCONCERT, `| B eim vem 


Lat the siren of Song. HL THE SMALL THINGS 
‘captivate your senses in Be d 
anafemcon of oic and er 
romance together with the. UPTOWN GiRL 

newest boy band, MOM. . 7 $ TONE ROVRO 
July 28 Saturday 4PM TONE BRANDNEW 
RED HOT CAL PEPPERS =- TONE ODERSYO 
Medis TONE JAPANS 
má c TONE BURN 
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‘GREATEST LOVE OF ALL /CLUG-MX 
worm ear f° F * tone HOT 
YOU CANT HURRY LOVES S $ » NEYOUOANTI | 
MEAM THEME, POST) CARPENTER 

BiG BIG WORD 44; Bm Yost 

CHARLES ANGELS THEME LIT, FERGUSON, GOLD: TONE CHARLIES Ù 


COSMETIC ; DAS THEME su con TONE DYNASTY, 


“THE ONLY WAY IS UP YALE: E TONE WAYGUP:- 


Za E e = Suncear| E R EE 
Meet the real b one an 
KC Concepcion |  ALLP =: 


LINE-UP OF 


= p SERVICES 
OMOR- derstand I'm normal. like when you're an- Pd 
ROW the Theyalreadyhavedif- gry? Do you throw GH CE PERFORMED ONLY 
biggest frat perceptions of things? $ BY A QUALIFIED 
: me. Itaffectsme more I don't throw ^ Poor ceptis 
campaign of Ben ow when people try things. Sometimes T ? COSMETIC SURGER) 
Chan's alterna- to pry constantly. I'm really keep it : f Z SKIN CARE CENTER 
tive label for the an adolescent and I'm Sometimes you'll see = Nose Lif (luch Cheaper) 
i learnin; ifferen! 'm m Warts Removal (Painless) = Scar Revision 
young and indi- learning different I'm less perky or I Warts Res 
idualisti . things. Istumblealong won't be perky at all. vmobrassion = Varicose Vein = Liposuction 
Vidualisticy Hu the way. I'm just go- TIl just stay inmy own hs Ling & Augmentation = Eyebag Removal 
mam. € ing through a lot. little corner and I'll be. 
launched. And at Your yaya says ly. I keep it all in- < Complete Facial Treatment with Vacuum and Mask - Now Only P300.00 
the heart of the you look most beau- side. When I do let it apr € 
blitz is its newest tiful when you're an- THE ciry ex Building Tel. 
bite ists aerei Sho psp ERES 


Concepcion. Yes, r 
Skee: I FE 
neta's daughter po 
and youknoweve- 

rythingabouther. 7 È (EJ 
Well, maybe not BURBERRY ! EL 


everything. 


For instance, at 
wers] “BLOCKBUSTER SALE" 
achiever: She's in the 
honor roll, she's with 
the choir, she's secre- 
tary of the class and 
the junior council, and 
she’s the PRO of the 
environmental club. 
KC is a loving sis- 
CEDENS | 
venturous clothes- 1 picture messages 


horse, soccer player, —— — 
swimmer and, most of 


all, a teenager with 
depth, 

There are other 
things people don’t 
know about the 16- 
year-old celebrity. In 
this exclusive inter- 
view with 2bU!, the 
prettiest face to hit 
media of late talks 
about lip balm, her 
ideal boyfriend, her 
idea of fun and the real 
KC Concepcion. 


People think you're 
a sweet little girl, Are 
you, really? 

No, I'm faking it. 
(Laughter) Just kid- 
ding. I think people 
tend to highlight a cer- 
tain side of someone. 
Like me, some people 


Se oe Men’s and Ladies’ Clothing 
dee Leathergoods and Accessories 
different sides to eve- 
ryone. When they see 
me angry, they'll say, 


EM diskret ALL MERCHANDISE ON SALE 
rn wee a tet July 21-31, 2001 


litte gil." How would 
you feel if you were 
under a magnifying Atthe BURBERRY Shop 
glass? I have different Level 3 Shangri-La Plaza Mall, Mandaluyong City « Tel.: 638-6826 
sides, like everyone ; 
else. 

What irritates 
you? 

One of the things 


that really irritate me ARRRBRE| 
is that people can’tun- HIF H 


toj -an opis syy 
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MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM 


T uar 


ANIMAL CRACKER 


T EXoRp Ge WE 
DEVILED EGGS. 


BY FRED WAGNER 


A. LIPIN 


BY JESS ABRERA 


MARAMI 
NGANG TAOS 


ANG NAKINIG SA 
SONA Ko? j—JÀ1 


T 


[/ ANG NAKORYENTE, 
SA PALAS yo I 


BABY BLUES 


Time To Go IN, 


= 


BY EUGENIA LAST 


CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY: Iman, Estelle Getty, Walter Payton, Matt LeBlanc, Illeana Douglas, Brad Renfro 


Happy Birthd: 


You can do it if you set your mind to it. You're so entertaining that others will listen, support and finance 


your dreams. Lay your cards on the table and watch while everyone hurries to encourage your pursuits. Your numbers: 15, 


24, 33, 37, 40, 46 
ARIES (March 21-April 
© 19): Catch up on work that 
‘was put on the back burner. 
‘Travel and correspondence 
appear to be unsettled due to delays. 
You might want to be alone and sort 
out your private thoughts. 
recognize your creative 


talent today. Don't be 


afraid to push your beliefs and 
attitudes. You have the ability to capture 
the interest of others. 


‘TAURUS (April 20-May 
20): Others may well 
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point board if you aren't 

foo shy to express your 

opinions. Others will admire your 
Splendid solutions 
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future intentions. Update 
papers and make postive changes 
Se eee 
Seas pnd 


Doe m 

exe 

copie 

uec 

= 

[=] LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
II 


ACROSS 
1 Turner of 


“Madame X" 
5 L toppers. 


9 Painter of 


ballernas 
14 First person? 


15 Daredevil 
Knievel 


——— Row you are handling 
loved ones. Take time to look over your 
personal papers and make changes in 


your domestic life. 

e both business and 

‘emotional partners. Make 

sure that they understand your 

intentions. You can easily acquire 
additional knowledge. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21): Communicate with 


25 Hog haunch 


28 Shri bark 
30 Created anew 


33 Oxidation 
37 Toheran's place 


40 Ubrod 
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SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- 
Dec. 21): Be aggressive at 
work if you wish to move 
up the ladder. You can 
‘make financial gains if you play your 
cards right. Don't neglect domestic 
duties or your mate will be upset. 


D EX 


Sudden changes in relationships and 
at home will cause disruptions and 
‘outbursts of temper. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19): Travel for 
pleasure will be conducive 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- 
well-being will fluctuate. 


Don't let those close to 


you get under your skin. An inability 
io complete your work will result if 
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PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20): You can ferret out 


you let your emotions interfere. 
secret information if you 


~~ listen to others. Your 


ability to work with detail will aid in 
achieving your goals. 


Birthday Baby: You are a whiz kid— 
bright, eager 10 please and constantly 
wanting to know why. You have an 
uncanny memory and are excellent at 
handing those around you. You are 
‘caring, charismatic and slightly cautious. 
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LOVEKNOTS 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


[ANG UXE UA DAPAT NATING [BIGAY 
SA KAPAR AY UNCONDITIONAL LOVE., 


LOVE ko PA RIN KAND SCARLET, 
AJA KAHIT NA 'DI NYD NA AKO 
PAUTANGIN AT PARA PATUNAYAN 
YUN, HIND] NA AKD UUTANG, 


MAGHIHINTAY SA LANG AKO SA 
IBIBIGAY NINYONG UNCONDITIONAL 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


LIFESTYLE 


Meet the real KC Concepcion ¢! 


(From page D1) 


out sometimes, I tend to stay away from 
people. 

How much influence does your 
mom have on your sense of style? 

She's never really been revealing. 
‘She doesn't like a lot of cleavage. Not 
really sexy. In that sense, I've learned. 
to kind of avoid the whole I-want-to- 
show-a-lot-of-skin thing. Once in a 
while l'd want to, but it's not really 
part of my life. 

Do you have a beauty regimen?, 

It's not something I prioritize. As 
long as I feel clean, as long as I don't 
smell, I will step out of the door and 
Tm fine. I just wash my face every 
night and day. I take showers. (Laughs) 
‘The beauty thing is not really part of 
the conversation. 

What can't you leave home with- 
out? 

Lip balm. I have to have lip balm 
because my lips are really dry and I 
feel so dirty when... It always has to be 
moisturized, 

What is your ideal boyfriend like? 

Intelligent and responsible. I should 
be able to feel we'd be able to work 
anything out the right way. And I like 
to learn from everyone so he'd have to 
be someone smart, not brain-dead. 
Someone who knows how to have fun 
and has a passion for life, respects oth- 
ers’ thoughts. Got to be real. 

Do you have a boyfriend? 

Whether I do or not, it's not some- 


Aew Xv 
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DO you dreamin color? Do you 
love to laugh? Do you enjoy looking 
pretty and feminine? Do you like to 
challenge yourself in daring-dos? Do 
‘you fall in love at least oncea month? 
Do you consider yourself@ go-get- 
ter? If you answered yes to at least” 


thing I really would want to talk about. 

Are you romantic? 

Ask my future boyfriend. 

Do you have a pet? 

Had a black-cap parrot from Indo- 
nesia called Kulay and a couple of fight- 
ing fish called Chaos and Jorda. They 
died. Our dog Solomon is still around, 
though. He's a shih tzu, 


ANCE 
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one of the questions—Ralph, the 7 


new colorful fragrance by Ralph 
Lauren, may be just the fragrance 
you're looking for. 

Ralph Lauren created fragrance 
for the GenY generation, girls aged 
between 15-25 years old. Greater in 
number than the GenX group, this 
generation is profiled as optimistic, 
energetic and still believing in trac 
tional values like loyalty in frien 
ship and the femininity of women. 
Sixty million strong now, this gen- 
eration is expected to grow by 11 
percent in 2005. 

Using the eye candy appeal of a 
rainbow hue of fruity colors, the hap- 
py colors of green, orange, pink, lav- 
ender and aqua along with its simple 
and clean water-bottle shaped con- 
tainers, epitomize a youthful zest for 
life. The delicious blend of green ap- 
ple tree leaves, Italian mandarin, mag- 
olia, purple freesia and white woods 
musk ensures another winning scent 
to add to Ralph Lauren's already 
heady fragrance collection. 

So go ahead and take a whiff of 
Ralph, its light refreshing fragrance 
will no doubt remind you of a sunny 
‘windswept beach on a lazy summer 
weekend. Which in the midst of 
midterm's stress and nasty weather 
will guarantee to make you smile— 
or better yet, laugh out loud. 
Moreover, its friendly bath products 
like its bright green exfoliating gel 
called Scrubadub is a surefire reme- 
dy cure for your most angst-filled 
day. 

Recently launched in the Philip- 
pines at the hip Rockwell Mall with a 


RALPH girl loves to laugh. 


What's your idea of fun? 

Fun can be anything, but some peo- 
ple have a totally distorted sense of fun. 
[To me, it's] doing things you've never 
done before, and the people you do them 
with. It's all about the rush, or the expe- 
riences you never forget that makes the 
best times—as long as no one's hurt, or 
forced to do something silly. 

What's your favorite foreign city? 

Bangkok! 

What time do you go to bed? 

Usually, I can't fall asleep until about 
midnight. 

What words/expressions do you 
most use? 

"That's pretty funny.” “So weird.” 
"That's so bad!” “Ayayayayay!” "You 
sure?” Clicking noises—I make a lot of 
gestures and get pretty animated when I 
talk. 

What/who makes you laugh? Why? 

Tom Green! People like him you just 
can'ttake seriously. It's interesting when 
‘you see somebody making a fool of him- 
Self to be funny but doesn't realize it. 

You've never gone this public be- 
fore, though you've hosted a “Sharon” 
episode. How do you think you'll deal 
with the aftermath of going public? 

1 try to keep my feet on the ground 
and try to ignore the fuss, although it's 
not completely ignorable. I just try to 
stick to what's real in my life, what's 
not show biz. There are things that are 
really important to me, like my family, 
friends, true friends, real people, real 
situations. 
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fun and colorful fragrance fair, every- 
‘one was treated to an unusual fashion 
presentation where Manila's top 10 
models depicted various personalities 
of the Ralph Girl. Also there were 
colorful booths which offered free nail 
art, body painting, tarot card reading, 
fashion consultation from Teen Philip- 
pines, chill out tunes from Tower Re- 
cords DJ Adrian Monsod, Ralph gifts 
and movie premiere tickets given by 
Globe for all those who downloaded 
Ralph daisy logo, color horoscopes, 
free juice, dream analysis and Ralph 
snap bracelets. Those who missed the 
July event at Rockwell are all invited 
to experience the Ralph Fair at SM 
Megamall this August. Watch out for 
the announcement in the papers soon. 


Mag talks about dynamic ideas 


meres Upper yet 


Resins bs 


FLY is in flight again, spreading its 
wings, leaving its indelible mark 
on its readers once more. 

Everybody needs a break 

With energy and vigor pumping 
up its vein, the magazine known to 
many as the voice of the unheard is 
again reverberating in the places it 
should be. 

The kid has grown up. The 
senseless ramblings have ceased and 
now it talks more sense: But the 
rawness is still there, the edginess 
still apparent. But the comers are 
more tapered, the words are subtler, 
but not necessarily kinder. Fly will 
still pound on minds and will still 
linger in the senses. Fly still talks 
about everything and nothing of the 
relevant and the mundane 

Three young men have now 
joined the Fly ranks, bringing with 
them rawness and angst, ideas and 
dynamism. Up and coming, these 
three individuals speak the mind of 
the youth. They make tomorrow 
happen today. Their differences 
make them one heck of a team. Pao 
Orendain, a maverick photographer, 
now makes waves as he continues 


to snap at the shutter and manage 
his own graphics studio, Cartel 
Designs. Mico del Rosario, young 
and fresh out of college, is a whiz 
with his pen as he continues to write 
fora PR agency, RPA & Communi- 
cate Inc., and brings out the best i 
his students at DLSU-CSB. Last but 
not the least, there's Dong Magsajo 
who, in his young age, is fast gain- 
ing reputation as an ace columnist 
in one of the major dailies in the 
Philippines. 

“What's next.” This is the byline 
of the new Fly Magazine as it fea- 
tures objects, ideas and personalities 
which Fly deems to be the next 
thing. Watch out for the latest issue 
of Fly magazine as it deals with a 
kaleidoscope of topics. Who is 
Anna Castro? How do you make 
your own love potion? What is ex- 
istentialism? Read all of that and 
more on the latest issue of Fly Mag- 
azine. Want to know what's next? 
Get it from the coolest bars, cafés, 
music stores, the hippest salons and 
fitness centers. 

Of course, Fly is for free, just 
the way an expression should be. 


Bioessence 


SLIMMING CENTER 


I have to be in my swimsuit best! 
Iknew Ihad to LOSE 5 to 10 Ibs. in the shortest possible 
time, And I didn't have the inclination to go on workout sessions. 


Thanks to Bioessence, 1 lost pounds through their very SAFE 
Jand EFFECTIVE treatments which do not require exercise, pills 


,, tnis Ts allnatural — giving me the 


A combination of our natural body slimming 
treatments will give you a guaranteed weight 
Joss in no time at all, 


‘fat breaker 


cellulite massage 
RANCHES 


muscle toning 


* CAINTA 
681-5310 
681-7339 


* LAS PIÑAS 
873-5784 


* WEST AVE. 
372-2648 
372-2649 
rata ain 00 

* LIPA 
(043) 404-1726 
(043) 404-1727 


* SM BACOOR 
(046) 502-3568 
(046) 571-1536 


* DAVAO CITY 
(082) 226-2305 
1082) 224.0361 


+ PAMPANGA 


(045) 961-1876. . sw sourHMALL 


ELM 


‘SOON TO OPEN 


(45) 961-1887 
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* SM FAIRVIEW 
419-7549 
419-7552 
Uae t 

* GREENBELT 
813-3601 
813-3617 
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If you want advice on your next career move, turn to zed Horoscope plus. 


Get your daily career-related horoscope or zodiac sign logo right on your 
cell phone. We've also got advice for the hopeless romantic (keyword : LH «SIGN»), 
advice with machismo (keyword : MH «SIGN»), a fentinine touch (keyword : 
FH <SIGN>) plus tips on how to deal with teen-related issues (keyword : TH <SIGN>). 
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BOHEMIAN 
hodgepodge chio in 
the streets of London 


HOME DJ on a roll 


THIS is what happens 
when you don't'know 


- 
TRASHY traipsing 
around 


FEATHERED FUN. 
Frolicking at Fabric 


VINTAGE club phile 


on the loose PHOTOS BYTIM YAP 


THE VAGINA dialogue 


MUSIC makes the 
people go to Covent 
Garden 


RYOJI, stylist to 
YSL at Momo's 


London clubs calling 


IHINK of London and immediately images 

of Brit Pop dominate—from punk rock 

icons to dance club legends, aside from 
the Queen (yawn, yawn) and Big ‘Ol Ben, to the 
now generation's Robbie Williams and “Bridget 
Jones.” Besides that, Blighty's current offering 
of bars, lounges and clubs are just more than 
enough to make you go "spinning around.” 

Dear old Manila forever looks to London for 
music and nightle inspiration—so no matter how 
far behind we think we are, we actually try our best 
(local DJs have good London links) to be up to par 
in music and vibe. London streets breathe so much 
music and fashion, from Covent Garden street 
musicians to Camden market punks. They just have 
this fearless frivolity that spells F-U-N! 

Here the scene may be in a bit of transition, but 
over there, the blokes party day and night, from pubs 
and bars to the uppity member's bars. Their scene is 
just so broad, that they have to employ membership 
rates and other “exclusivity clauses,” with money, 
beauty and celebrity talking louder than plain “ol 
attitude, 

Having attended countless events here and else 
where, from Chivas Regal's Café del Mar event at 
Mas Y Mas to their unforgettable Malate strip parties, 
F can say that we fare very well in all counts, as 
compared to our British compatriots. 

Inspired by Chivas’ “When You Know... Music" 
London promotion (which gives us partyphiles the 
chance to fly to any of five music capitals Vienna, 
Tiza, New Orleans, Jamaica and London—just drink 
Chivas and you'll know—you get the drift.) I scoured 
my last summer's London trip-hopping to give you 
urbanites a list of must-see spots and must dos and 
don'ts. Hey, you never know, you might just get 
there. 

Member's bars 

To offer the London elite more privacy to be able 
to sit down and have a decent téte-i-tte, at the same 
time see and be seen, London's member's bars cater 
to the fame game. Private clubs are no longer the 
preserves of old timers, politicians and gentlemen, as 
the new wave of media-friendly clubs have become 
the hangout of the new ruling class—the celebrities. 

The Ten Room (10 Air St) and 10 Tokyo Joe's 
(85 Picadilly) are both owned by Terry Pullen. who 
established these chill spots after he sleepwalked off 
his seventh floor balcony (he had broken bones, but 


is obviously still alive now). Media and fashion types 
hang out in this funky martini hotspot full of drop- 
dead glam girls. Members have to shell out 25 
pounds a pop or 300 pounds for an annual member- 
ship. Non-members can get in, only before 10 p.m. 
and at the discretion of the doormen at that 

23 Romilly St. and 57 Jermyn St. both names 
and addresses of private clubs, are "90s" versions of 
à New York basement club. Velvet maroon ban- 
quetics around glossy red tables dominate these two 
martini lounges. London Fashion Week parties are 
held here, aside from China White and the Met Bar, 
among other hotspots where you cannot tell the 
models from the waitresses 

Madonna had her birthday party at Momo's (25 
Heddon St.) where the guest book reads like a 
Vanity Fair cover. Wear your fashionista best and 
lounge on its velvet seats. Don't forget to tug along 
your member-riend, because no amount of beauty. 
begging or blagging will get you in. The Groucho 
Club (45 Dean St. ruled London during the mid- 
"80s Gust like Euphoria here) and pioneered the 
launch of a hundred other member's bars 

Dance clubs 

Heaven, Gatecrasher (though London is not its 
base), ano Home DJs have played here to sell-out 
raves. Techno-crazy partyphiles crave for more. 

Red, white and blue dominate Bar Rumba (36 
Shaftesbury Ave). which is DJ Goldie's favorite 
London haunt. A "Strictly no jeans and trainers” rule 
is applied on weekends: girls wear next to nothing at 
this central London club. Ai The End (18 West 
Central). a former post office building is now fre- 
quented by Puff Daddy and Leo Di Caprio. Sun- 
days nights are Prada nights (Anton San Diego would 
love this) at this West End hotspot. 


A young, sexy crowd hang out at Fabric (77A 
Charierhouse St). a converted Victorian cold stor- 
age building with three large rooms and huge inter- 
mal windows and no outside light. Their Saturday 
night "Know Their Music" is extremely popular, 
and their weekend gay night, "Addiction to DTPM," 
is the hottest Sunday night in London. 

Home (1 Leicester Square) is a massive space of 
six floors and a restaurant in the middle of touristy 
Leicester. Paul Oakenfold used to have residency 
here every Saturday. with "hi-pro" people like Kate 
Moss, Macy Gray, Bjork. cic. in regular attend- 
ance. Kabaret (5 Upper John St.) is an extremely 
dark dance club, fit for the conscious types, though 
it often gives off that private party kind of feel 

The legend that is Ministry of Sound (103 Gaunt 
St) is a clubber's paradise renowned for its incred- 
ible music and great Dis. Designed by the same 
people behind the Met Bar, it is a great clubbing 
experience, despite being quite touristy. (Well, we 
arc all tourists, anyway.) 

The Rock (Hungerford House, Embankment) is 
an old, converted WW2 prison (think Mas Y Mas) 
that now feels like a '70s' lounge due to its white 
leather seats, lanterns on stone walls and glass 
windows. Atiractions include trapeze artists and 
big, stylish parties with London's hip and happen- 

Beyond the Velvet Ropes 

With all of London bars" and clubs’ stiff door 

licies, how does one get in? Well, here are a few 

given to us by Ministry of Sound's Danielle 
Windsor. First. act with confidence, as if you be- 
long inside: But not too much confidence—arro- 
‘ance will just irk the door staff. 

Next, get on the VIP list. One call during the day 
with the right name, and you are in. Dress well, not 
necessarily smart, but make an effort. Know somebody 
famous, or bener still, be somebody famous. 

But the best tip is, “Stay happy—everyone else is 
here to have fun.” 

When all else fails, turn up at the door with a 
record case and say that your DJ set begins in five 
minutes. or visit the-club as a potential promoter, 
and hide in the toilet üntil the club opens. You can 
also claim tobe froin Japanese media and are only in 
town for the night. Or-disguise yourself as a health 
and safety officer GF à policeman, or make yourself 
an all access pass with the club's logo on it 


Do boys really expec. 
perfect woman? 


FOR A CHANGE, let's 
have a discussion in this 
“Chatroom” of yours. My 
problem is not a real prob- 
Jem. I suppose it's one of 
those generally accepted 
things. The problem 
(more for other people 
than myself, I guess) is 
that I don’t want to just 
accept. I want to know 
(your opinion on) WHY? 
(We Filipinos rarely ask 
that question. I wonder why? But that’s for 
another letter, I guess.) 

My problem is a gender-disparity issue of 
sorts. So I shall ask each of you a question: 

Carlos: Why can't guys get over their ab- 
stract notions of the Perfect Woman? They 
all (they must!) know that their fantasies are 
merely magnifications of the good parts, 
flaws powdered-up, and are not likely to turn 
into reality. Why do they keep {—ing 
things up because of these stupid, impossible 


hopes? 
S(T)UPERGIRL 


Garchitorena 


Everyone begins life as an infant. And when 
a child's cognitive stage is in full swing and a 
mother’s voice is no longer enough to keep his 
interest, a child is swept away by great moments 
of discovery, ooh-ing and ahh-ing at every 
shape and color. As the child grows up, he 
needs more to keep him amused. "Close, open, 
close, open” has limited amusement value. 
‘Same with Nintendo. I used to think the Sega 
£16-Bit was The Ultimate until 64-Bit came 
‘along, Imagination and dreams let us get into 
the other reality, maybe even the real reality. 

Tn the same way, movies bring the viewer into 
‘another world, another dimension. The more con- 
vincing the portrayal, the more engrossing the 
detail, the more we cease to be just viewers in 
theater seats as we leave the troubles of our world 
‘out in the streets. We become witnesses—and 
participants, And, often, even our own identities 
can disappear altogether, at least briefly. 

Movie magic awes and amazes; long extinct 
dinosaurs almost come to life. It takes erotic 
legend Pablo Neruda and makes him a man, who 
lives in a house like most of us. He is a teacher of 
‘metaphors to a postman in a poignant romantic 
comedy. For a while we believe that there exists 
people, things, places, concepts, ideas that we 
cannot fully define due to our limited experience 
and sense. Everything you see in the movies is 
100 percent Real and True. Even bad movies. 

‘So what if little hobbits were only "put" on 
Middle Earth by a genius who could see elves 
making merry in a palace in the trees? So what 
if I won't live to own a lightsaber? If I believed 
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that T could walk through 
walls, perform miracles 
and read minds, and every 
day, I would say, "Today 
is The Day,” who would 
Jare say that it was a “stu- 
2id, impossible hope,” ex- 
Sept maybe someone who 
was afraid to see me suc- 
ceed? Imagination is not 
simply a portal, itis where 
we should want to be. 

‘As to the perfect girl, 
whether she's in my hemisphere or not, dead for a 
century or bom after my time, it doesn’t matter. I 
do my best to be a nice guy, but I am not afraid to 
confront wrongs and insipidness. I will not protect 
myself from heartbreak and solitude, for even a 
failed relationship has beauty and countless joys. 

Welcome to the Chatroom, S(t)upergirl. 

CARLOS 

‘S(Qupergirl continues: 


September: I’m an all-around great girl. 
Pm smart, kind (most of the time), and I get 
my fair share of second glances from decent 
guys. But great as I am, I have to admit I am, 
of course, not perfect. I have been constantly 
pushed into an arena where I am expected to 
compete with an invisible, abstract idea. And 
(because I know it’s futile) I refuse to compete. 
But it seems that the futility is lost on the boys 
T've gone out with. Was I being stupid to let 
20 because I refused to accept what was 
generally accepted? In other words, what I 
am asking you is whether or not you believe 
that boys will be boys even when they 
(sometimes) look and sound like men? 
S(T)UPERGIRL 


As painful as it is for me to admit, yes, I 
believe some boys will always be boys. 
Unluckily for us, they outnumber the men. In 
our choir, for example, of the five males, only 
one is a man. 

But look at the bright side—in the dismal 
situation we girls are in, itis necessary to look 
for the bright side—you will be able to tell if 
you have found yourself a man after knowing 
those infantile boys. You will be able separate. 
the grain from the chaff. You can congratulate 
yourself for a job well-done. 

Meanwhile, we have to put up with boys. But 
boys aren't all bad. They can actually be quite 
fun to play with, like dogs. Just don't take them 
too seriously or else you'll be courting trouble. 

Here's to an ali-around great girl, from 
another all-around great girl (self-love compels 
me to say that): have fun with the males. That's 
‘what they're here for. 

SEP 


See, now you know. 


— 


Young stewards live their dreams 


DO you recognize the student leaders 
in your college or university? They lead 
ihe school's top organizations, get 
voted into the student council and still 
make it to the dean's list. We admire 
them, we emulate them, we want to be 
them. But what happens to them after 
graduation? Do they continue to be 
trailblazers in their chosen professions? 

Every year, the Ayala Young Leaders 
Congress (AYLC) gathers 70 of the most 
‘outstanding student leaders from all over 
the country for a three-day conference. 
The goal is to assist them in formulating a 
vision of society and then help them form 
bonds with one another. This is so that 
when they eventually take positions of 
Jeadership—and they are bound to do so, 
point out many studies—they can help 
each other remain faithful to that vision. 

Some of these student leaders have 
since graduated and pursued their own 
careers. AYLC kept track of their 
progress and discovered that student 
personalities remain leaders long after 
they graduate. 

‘Twenty-three-year-old Catherine 
Pabalan graduated with honors from De 
La Salle University. With a degree in 
International Studies and academic 
awards to boot, she could have easily 
pursued an exciting career in diplomacy. 
Instead, she has taken on the task of 
building bridges between the civil 
societies of Westem Europe and East Asia. 
through the Asia-Europe Foundation in 
Singapore. Nevertheless, she remains true 
to a vision she shares with other AYLC 
alumni: to see a better Philippines. This. 
she pursues through Bukas Sarili, a 
foundation that responds to pressing 
socio-economic concems such as health 
and education. As project head, Cathy 
‘organizes and implements fundraisers for 
the benefit of indigent patients, a 
scholarship program for deserving 
students, and a community library projec. 

Doctor for the masses 

Margarita Castro, AYLC 1999, is 
also concerned with improving the siate 
of public health service in the country. 
A second-year medical student at UP- 
PGH, she led Lingkod e.r, an assistance. 
program for poor emergency patients. 
As the public relations officer of her 
class, she is now raising money for a 
foundation that will sponsor medical 
‘education and services. 

Marga says she plans to take her 
residency in pediatrics or neurology in 
the United States. But she intends io 
fulfil ber calling as a doctor for the 
masses in her country. “Kasi as a UP 
student, we are always tld that the peo- 
ple are paying for our education. May 
utang na loob kami to serve our country- 


E 


" Oustanding Students of the Philippines ~ 


(TOSP), one of many citations she has 
received over the years. Blind since the 
age of 6, Roselle wowed the country for 
~ graduating at the top of her class at the 
‘Ateneo de Manila University. Now, the 
“mathematics summa cum laude is taking 


J cà master's degree in actuarial science at 
ÙP Diliman, 


ROSELLE Ambubuyog 


‘While most law students aspire to work 
for the top law firms in the country, 
Aliakhbar Jumrani, 22, is still chasing his 
ideal: to provide legal serv- 
ices to those in need. 

This was an ideal he set 
for himself two years ago as 
a participant in the AYLC. “I 
realized that this country 
needs people who can lead 
others, who can take care of 
those who can't take care of 
themselves, and who can 
fight for truth and justice,” 
Al explained. The third year 
law student of Silliman 
University has come a long 
way from his hometown to 
achieve that dream, 

“When my family moved 
1o Zamboanga, we barely knew 
anyone. It motivated me to 
excel in my studies and get 
involved in my schoo! and 
community." Al went on to 
graduate magna cum laude in 
Political science and received many awards as 
an orator and writer. His academic achieve- 
‘ments and involvement in community organi- 
zalions earned him the distinction of the TOSP. 
in 1999, 

1t was Roselle Ambubuyog’s disability 
that made her one of the most recognizable 
student personalities today. She recently 
landed in the front pages of newspapers 
after being awarded one of the Ten 


MARGA Casto - 


Roselle first traveled on her own last 
year as a participant of the AYLC. Her 
parents were anxious knowing that she 
would need more assistance than the 
sighted participants, But their fears were 
short-lived. Roselle quickly gained her 
ground among the participants and 
eagerly participated in all the discussions. 
and outdoor events. She even joined a 
rappelling exercise, which required her 
and a partner to scale a 30-foot wall 
Resource Center. 

‘Amazingly, there is more to Roselle's 
life than academics. She is working closely 
with Ateneo to set up a resource center for. 
blind students. "I want to disprove other 
people's misconceptions about disabled 
people. I'd like to initiate or promote 
projects for them, especially blind children." 

Vanessa Ann Remoquillo, AYLC 
22000, shares Roselle's vision for the youth. 
“Being part of the Ayala Young Leaders 
Congress changed my views on leadership. 
and service, and affirmed my belief in the. 
youth of our country,” says Vanessa, who, 

is nicknamed Essa. The 
‘magna cum laude commur 
cation arts graduate of 
‘Ateneo de Davao University 
is living out her, vision to 
empower the youth. As a 
‘member of the web content 
development team of the 
International Youth 
Foundation's Youth Action 
Network, 20-year-old Essa 
is helping provide leaming 
resources and tools for 
young people across the 
globe "so they can be better. 
equipped to create change 
in their own communities 
and societies.” Not a bad 
start for the national winner 
of Ramon Magsaysay 
Student Essay Writing 
Competition last year and a 
recipient of the TOSP in 2001. 

When the AYLC begins accepting 
applications for next year's conference, 
a new batch of student leaders will agai 
be gathered from all over the country in 
hopes that they will share a commitment 
to integrity and national development. 
Who will be the next stewards of our 
country? You may be one of them. 

Call the AYLC Secretariat at 841- 
5364 or visit www.youtb.ayala.com.ph. 
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ne behind the submarine = 
Ihe man n su rine ^% é 
? Ole Tobe yor’ 
(From page D6) lities come from? apart from the others? now. Not too many people are into it. Oh no...just oné? That's hard. I culture. He's a guy dream of working 
you expect a lot from it. I didn’t example, if I'm writing about achild, cl the characters that were in it could be done, and hand-drawings But okay, animation director. | can work with me, I'd work with them! 
have enough guts then. Iwas pretty, try to imagine what it feels like to past movies and shows. Of course, we work well with computer graphics. It cheat with that one... get todraw and — I'd work with anyone who's interested 
afraid because that would determine be young, what it feels like to be that tend to follow those before us so we also depends on the mood of the film at the same time direct. You get to in the project. I'm not really picky. 
if I could make it in this profession. child. I put myself in the character's end up drawing the same thing. Our if it can be done with computer graph- dabble in every department that way. Also the musician George Clinton...I : 
shoes. Ifthe characterhas tobe happy, interests since we were kids were ics. It actually helped the storyline. So I'd be an animation director. Be- — wouldn't tum him down. (smiles) 

How long does it take for you to then I'd make myself happy so Ican influenced by them. Animé artists are cause then I get to check the drawings * 
write a story? What's the writing relate to that person. I have to feel somehow connected in such manner. So this CG and animéisonebig and add little things to it, so at the Is there any story you're writing 
process like? what the character is feeling orelseit Sometimes'it's the audience who can experiment. Do you often experi- same time I'm drawing. (laughs) right now? 

A complete film? Well, a TV pro- wouldn't work. So, basically, it’s my tell the characters apart, precisely ment on such things? T'm working on two right now. One. 
gram takes about three months. A feelings out there. ‘because they feel what the animators It really depends. With “Blue Sub- Animé is beginning to be popu- project might air in Japan soon, an- 
30-minute story usually takes three are trying to relay. Okay, now I'm marine,” | was just inspired by that lar inthe US, thanks to “Pokémon.” other one might come out next year. 
months to write. Isn't that weird that you are in going to have to Of a way to "60s mangga. Once I get the idea, my Would you be interested in making Rightnow l'm very, very busy. But I'm 

some way exposing yourself to eve- make my characters different (laughs). nation just works and I come — a show in the US? always thinking of possible stories. 

Do you have any writing rituals ryone? up with something. Also it depends T've thought about it. I've got a 
or habits? What I really want is to share my On the series “Blue Submarine on the sponsors, because some project in my head right now... Do you have any advice to those 

I don't really have certain habits feelings with others. I want others to No. 6," you combined CG and projects that involve risks cost a lot (smiles) who want to get into animé? 
like other writers and animators. see how I think and what I feel. Even animé. Is this a trend in Japan? (laughs). Its hard to experiment Start with the basics. When I was 
Before I sleep. I just think about what asa kid, that's what I wanted people First of all, it was really experi- because it's not just the money thatis What’s it about? akid I'd draw absolutely anything... 
story I want to write. Sometimes Tjust to see. I just feared that people mental. was risking a lot since it needed but also the labor and people Oh, it’s a secret. (laughs) We're forks, spoons, my family. Simple 

‘with the computer and I wouldn't accept it. It still dazzles me wasn't a big thing in Japan. Other who will support you. working on it right now, actually. things. You develop your imagination 
ings and come up with today that there are some people who Disney films use it, but you hardly see with those things. Sketch anything. 
‘tories. They just sort of come to me. appreciate my honesty. themin animé. Asfor its beinga trend, — You'readirector,animatorand Who would you want to work You have to love what you do, not 

How do you come up with each Animé characters always look have picked up on it. But it's nota could pick just one, what would Ralph Bakshi. He directed the film With reports from Mica V. 

character? Where do their persona- the same. What sets your characters widely accepted thing in Japan right you be? “Cool World.” It's American pop Siquijor 


Pinoy Philips H-ragers to 
compete in Indonesia 


Nine of the 

best BMX riders, 

inliners and 

skateboarders in 

the country are set 

to fly to Jakarta, 

Indonesia for the 

regional finals of 

Philips X-Rage.an 

extreme games 

festival organized gau 

by Philips| 

Consumers 

Eletetronics, one ¥ 

of ‘the world's 

leading consumer Bast 
electronics Highsying skatehoardin 
Companies. These eta Bilis age 
lucky X-gamers 

were selected from hundreds of Pinoy extreme 
sports enthusiasts after rigorous competitions 
during the Manila leg of Philips X-Rage held 
recently at The Fort Summer Camp, Bonifacio 
Global City. 

‘The top placers for the three categories 
are: Carlo Gaya (Ist place, Inline Skating 
Beginners), Benjie Estanislao (Ist place. 
Inline’ Skating Advanced), Rowell Yangco 
(2nd place, Inline Skating Advanced), John 
Sulit (Ist place, Skateboarding Beginners) 
Ansey Flores (Ist place, Skateboarding 
Advanced), Pedro Santos (2nd place, 
‘Skateboarding Advanced), Reynaldo Cabides 
(Ist place, BMX Beginners), Mark Schultz 
(Ist place, BMX Advanced), and Jorge Baquir 
(2nd place, BMX Advanced). 


Philips Consumer Electronics, 
one of the world's leading 
consumer electronics 
companies, is proud to 
announce the winners in its 
X-treme Shots Photo Contest 
held as part of Philips X-rage, 
7 the most exciting x-games 
age winners i 1 å festival to hit Manila! 
Aside from getting the chance to r 
represent the country in Indonesia, the winners The winners whose entries 
also received various prizes from Philips as hilirating action at 
well as the event's other co-sponsors. E CIERRE SL D EE 
A three-day action-packed weekend, the games as well as the 
Philips X-Rage in Manila gave Filipinoyouths | ff winning spirit of young 
the opportunity to be part of an exciting X- Pinoy x-gamers, are: 
games festival featuring competitions in 
Site ies istos and in-line Published Photos Category 
Top extreme sports athletes also flew to » Revoli Cortez 
the country especially for the event. World è 1st Place 
pro- BMX riders Joshua and JD Heino, inliners 1 Ramon Esguerra 
‘Tyler Shields and Zacky "Webber" Murphy, 2nd Place 
and skateboarding greats Michael Peterson 
and Willy Santos. performed demos of Eneo Mena 
amazing tricks and stunts that made them 3rd Place 
famous around the globe. j 
The Philips X-Rage competition gave Unpublished Photos Category 
Pinoy BMX enthusiasts, skateboarders and à Dewey Sergio 
line skaters, in both Beginners and Advanc 1st Place 
levels, the chance to show their skills and : 
‘compete for prizes. Over a hundred X- JPeter Obligacion 
qualified for the semi-finals, and only 25 of 2nd Place 
them advanced to the final competition E Luis Naguit 
The lucky winners of Philips X-Rage s 3rd Place 
Manila will also havea chance to get extensive 
training in their game of choice. If they win in 
Indonesia, these promising athletes will be 
sent to Woodward Camp, the ultimate 
destination for all extreme sports enthusiasts. 
Located in Central Pennsylvania, U.S.A., the 
camp is the largest extreme sports complex 
and serves as the training area for many top 


pros and Olympic medalists in the fields of 7 - X-treme Shots Photo Exhibit - 
freestyle biking. skateboarding, in-line E 
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The man behind the submarine’ 


By MAUI V. REYES 


T'S hard conversing with a foreigner. It 
doesn’t help when the translator cannot 
even understand what to translate, An 

hour spent with director/animator Mahiro 
Maeda that consists of slow English pronun- 
ciations and numerous hand gestures and 
signals is an unusual experience, but it’s worth 
the try because he’s a talented director whose 
imagination runs through thousands of 
storylines and characters, And someone who 
is so passionate about animé. 

“Japanese animation reflects reality. I feel 
that there are stories that mirror the anxieties 
within ourselves, and also those of this world,” 
Maeda says. 

An animé enthusiast since he was a kid, Maeda 
has created more than just a wussy "Pokémon"- 
like show. He's an animation director, a designer 
and an illustrator. He's worked on more than six 
animé videos, eight full-length movies, eight 
television series and three music videos. If that's 
mot enough, he's designed three video games, 
one for the Sega Satur (“Lunar Silver Star Story") 


and another for the PlayStation (“Gate Keepers"). 
And he's not even the big 3-0. 

Maeda may have padded his videography, 
but right now he's giddy about his latest 
accomplishment, the four-part "Blue Subma- 
rine No. 6” (also known as “Aono Rokugo"), a 
story about courage and pride. “Right now it's 
the work I’m most proud of,” he shares. 

‘Written in the "60s by Saturo Ozawa, the 
story was re-written by Hiroshi Yamaguchi and 
directed by Maeda. Set in Japan, the story fol- 
lows Maki Noriyuki, an 18-year-old submariner, 
and the rebellious Tetsu Hayami, a former No. 6 
staff who joins Blue No. 6 to save the world 
from the evil Dr. Zomdyke and his mutated son. 
The world has been submerged in water (the 
series explains the whole polarity mumbo jumbo) 
and the true heroes lie in the deep. 

In Manila for the AXN Final Fantasy animé 
festival, Maeda sits down with us for more than 
just hand gestures and senseless hand signals. 
Here he talks about writing, his future plans and 
exposing himself to the world. 


What made you start doing animé? 


Since I was little, I was always watching 
animé cartoons. I was always fascinated by them 
and that made me want to make animé. I think I 
‘was 5 or 7 when I started thinking about stories 
and imagining what the people would be like. 


Did you always see yourself creating 
movies: 

Movies, not necessarily. But I always wanted 
tobe a director. 


What makes animé so appealing? 

Entertainment. It comes from the heart. It's 
about everyday life, the good and the bad side 
of life, about the dark elements as well as the 
happy ones. It's about feelings. 


What was your first work like? 

The first time I saw the result of my first 
project, I was very happy and it was a wonderful 
feeling, but at the same time I was embarrassed. 
1 wasn’t too secure with myself at that time and 
I was very concerned with what the critics 
thought of it. Of course, it’s your first project so 
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ABBOTT LABORATORIES, PHILS. 
102 EDSA, Mandaluyong City, Philippines 


Nutrition Gaps 


With the average Filipino diet, chances 
are you're not meeting the 100% 
Recommended Dietary Allowance (RDA) 
for ESSENTIAL Vitamins & Minerals. This 
“nutrition gap" makes it hard to maximize 
the power of your mind & body and 
prevents you from achieving your best in 
everything you do. 


700% RDA 


ABBOTT ESSENTIAL eliminates 
this gap and helps you get 100% nutrition 
everyday. it provides 100% RDA of Vita- 
min C to help prevent infections, Vitamin 
E for a healthy heart and skin, & Calcium 
for strong bones, plus 100% RDA of all 
the other ESSENTIAL Vitamins & Minerals 
your body needs for optimum energy. 


OPTIMIND, 
the brain-boosting 
nutrient complex 


What's more, only ABBOTT 
ESSENTIAL contains OPTIMIND Nutrient 
Complex- a unique blend of nutrients to 
help you fuel your mind and fuel your 
success: 


+ Optimum potassium/magnesium ratio 
to promote mental alertness & 
concentration. 

+ Vitamin B Complex to help prevent 
mental fatigue. 

* Ultra-trace Minerals (UTMs) & anti- 
oxidants to promote brain cell renewal 


Fortified with FIBER 


ABBOTT ESSENTIAL contains fiber, 
which helps promote gastro-intestinal 
health & prevent colon cancer. 


Abbott ESSENTIAL 
3-in-1 Advantage 


Finally, ABBOTT ESSENTIAL is the 
only adult health milk with the 3-in-1 
Advantage: 

MILK + FIBER + 100% RDA of 
ESSENTIAL VITAMINS & MINERALS, 


in just 2 servings a day. 


New ABBOTT ESSENTIAL helps you 
fuel your mind & body with 100% nutrition 
everyday in just 2 glasses. 


Drink ABBOTT ESSENTIAL, in 2 
delicious flavors: Belgian Chocolate & 
Créme de Vanille. 


Available in 200g sachet, 400g can & 1 
Kilogram cai at all Mercury Drug outlets, 
supermarkets and drugstores nationwide. 


